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2 another alternately patrons and protégés. A good 
»  underftanding may be ferviceable on both fides. 


©. Fight, that his bones were mouldering in the churche 
het yard ; at Weimar, or a place with fome fuch barbarous | 


Ps the German is bafking in the Elyfian fields along fide © 


; 9 the Grecian Mufeus, encircled by a ring of baby 


his birth, either in this or the other world, thefe being — 


3 is: « the great dragon: and I may poffibly be vifible with 
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to the author of thefe tales; I did indeed make a flight — 
“enquiry concerning him ; and was ‘told, if I recollect 


“name. His fpirit, for ought I know or care, may be 
freezing in Saturn or frying in Mercury: or, perhap 


ghofts, crowding to hear his Lilliputian tales. But, — 
whether alive or dead, a foreigner is never likely coal i 
come under articles with me; fo I pay little regard to 


? ? matters. quite out of my line. What is to our prefent — | 
purpofe is finmp this:—TheT ranflator came and laid his "3 
bundle at my door ; I was tempted to take the found- — 1 
ling in, and beftow opon it a decent drefs—which was — 
certainly not cut out for a fhroud. As my gentleman se f 
went off, he faid: « I fhall lie for the prefentundera 
« total eclipfe. Should the Reviewing Pack give their 

' tongues merrily, and the public heartily join in the a 
¢ cry, I fhall emerge, like Madam Luna, at the hoop- 


= © 


* ing and hallooing of the cannibals, from the j jaws ¢ of 


| another bantling or two of the fame breed i in my 

* arms “ 
we The rifque, therefore, you fee, of oe pe vente 1s 
‘ail my own. When a writer prints on his own account, “a 
you may plume yourfelf in your. impartiality, and ex- 
- ecute rigorous juftice. | But the cafe is different now? : Fr is 
and I only juft entreat you, to fay a. few civil things’ ten : 
hereafter you may find that one ‘Good turn 4 deferves — a : 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


We have not been able to difcover whether this 
collection of puerilities is of our own, or, as it is pre- 
tended, of foreign growth. Wherever it was four 

4 it would have been far more advifeable to leave it i 


a its original obfcurity, than to expofe its abfurdities th * 
) ». naked to public fcorn. 


a 
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PUBLISHER, | Y 


as YY juft recolle& an anecdote which affords me forr e 
| confolation for the abruptnefs of your firft queftion. 
a! ‘and the harfhnefs of your prefent ftri€ture. When the 
id _ ‘mof popular relater of popular tales had prefented to 
his princely patron his copious narrative, with its rich 
F embroidery of knights and dames, fquires and palfrey: 
» —. Moors and Chriftians, witches and enchanters, faints. 
{ and phantoms, the only compliment he received w: s 

“ - € Where the devil, Signor Ludovico, didf thou pick 
7 up all this trafhh?’ Princes are only omnipotent 5 ¥ 
-omnifcience they have relinquifhed te Reviewers : the 


cafe is therefore not perfectly in point. But the omen 
is not ailosuraging. 
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REVIEWER. ee - 


Content to pats. flightly over abfurdities that pion : =a 
ee a _voke no laughter, and improbabilities that. oceafion no 
; * farprize, we fhould have configned thefe tales. 






- ‘quiet er of our monthly catalogue : but they are 
2 aikalle one feature fo prominent, that we cannot, — 
s guardians of the public tafte and morals, refrain - 





ape fetting our note of reprobation upon nae 
page teems with.profane allufions. Whenever the — 
-- author, whofe range of information feems unufually — 
narrow, is ata lofs for a metaphor or an allufion, he | 


* : has 4 








“writing and record. No country perhaps has fuffered — 








Raye “ 
vi _ INTRODUCTION, 
eft print. that ever ftared her in the face as. 
walked along the public ftreets, 


May there not, however, be more thoughtlefsnefs than 
deliberate. impiety.in this offence? Popular tales are 
addreffed to all ages and conditions. If an illuftratic 
is wanted, where can it be fo fuccefsfully fought as ir 
a book familiar to us all? Though Sandford ané 
Merton, in fome few families, may. have fonpleaall 
Lot’s daughters and Potiphar’s wife, Sampfon and ee ; 
Dalilah, together with the royal Solomon, and all his 
proverbs and concubines, thanks to our good mothers — 
and nurfes, we have all thefe edifying ftories well im- br, 
preffed upon Our memories, ready to come forward at ; 

_ the fhorteft notice. I conceive, therefore, that thefe ale 
lufions may have been chofen as univerfally intelligihlens 















REVIEWER. 


‘We are more difpofed to cenfure the execution than - sady 
the defign 3 this performance. Tales handed down . 
from generat tion to generation carry with them a 
ftrong intrinfic recommendation, The wayward fancy of 
man is always apt to make an excurfion beyond the — 

bounds of this working-day world, and take its {por o 
in the millennium of poflibilities. But this playful dif. a 
‘pofition i is moft indulged in the carelefs infancy of the — 4 
“race, At all ages, however, we are ready enough to £ 
quit fober hiftory and dull truth for sthefe frolics of — * 
imaginal on. Frequent repetition fupplies the place of — 


thefe primitive fables to perith, and their prefervation E, 
is alone a fufficient proof of their bewitching’ power, 
The Highland traditions themfelves were probably 


| spate of being worked up into agreeable romances, — my 
if a 
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. vii «= ‘INTRODUCTION. 
4 huts ee cottages, rather than in halls and palaces. 
His Baron is fhewn more diftinétly in his indigent eftate 




























: ‘than in his affluence. ‘The daughters enjoy but | 
s one day of luxury for fix of folitude and hardfhip. ; 





a His hermit-knight and runaway *{quire are furely not 
% characters elevated above i: 
a5 REVIEWER. | a 


We could eafily undertake to fhew that our author is 
has not feized the full advantage of his fubjeé. He | 
Bs: has not been careful to intereft the reader in the for- i 
4 tunes of any of his perfonages: nor are his characters ray 
ae delineated with fufficient precifion. They come, and — 
a no heart beats at their approach: they go, and leave 
behind them no folicitude for their fate. When a rt a 
writer has before him all that obfervation has afcer- a 
a tained of the courfe of nature; when he adds to this a 2 ts 
i that fuperftition and ignorance have dreamed of powers = Be. 
fapernatural ; and when he affumes the liberty of mix= 
i ing thefe heterogeneous materials without conftrainty. 2) 
{eee may expeét him to produce fome ftriking ra ' 
“ad Bt - But in the work before us we can difcover little that 
ibe ‘ affects us with pity or laughter. ‘The beginning obi a 
pe ‘the fecond volume irrefiftibly reminds us of the 
$82, ‘Tempeft, and Midfummer’ s Night’s Dream, but Nume ” 

ber-Nip has neither the airy lightnefs of Ariel, nor 

the entertaining half malicious archnefs of Puck. 

‘ This Prince of the Gnomes partakes of the gloom of a 
- his own dreary fubterraneous realms. 4 ss i 
Our author feems to underftand little of a painter 's a 7 
artifice. He fhews his figures without management ¢ or ty if 
= Tgnoranty | as it would: appear, of the 
means 
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x -INTRODUCTION. rE, 
ages, and occupations, makes but a very {mall variz ion 7 
in the play of the machinery within, And if this E 
faithfully reprefented, and that well delineated, we m 
be gratified at once by the difplay of hiftorical ; 

poetical truth.—I doubt if Cervantes, the firft of mi ts; 
ters, can fhew me a more whimfical figure than our” 
honeft Swabian gaping for fwans at the mouth of his 
hermit’s den, the morning after he became the confi 
ae: dant of his mafter’s amours. : ] 
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« i y 
S : REVIEWER. .3 ue 
— ~ In taking leave of the work before us, we cannot biel 4 
/ | acknowledge that there are difperfed here and there 
; Eee fome glimmerings, which might have been th pe. im- i 
Pree." ‘proved into bright corufcations of wit. fufpect, 

however, that in this inftance the author, if there be 
‘really more than one perfon concerned, has fuffered — 
from the negligence or unfkilfulnefs of the tranflator, 
‘who appears fometimes to fupprefs local allufions, and 
_ fometimes to fubftitute ideas or terms more familiar 


| ; | to the Englifh reader. 
pi. | PUBLISHER. 
a3 Ae - And fo much the better for the Englith reader, if % 


he has taken thefe liberties judicioufly! Is not a 
Englith crown as good as a German dollar, provided 
ae “De fterling coin? And how long has exchange been 1 
accounted robbery ? 
ees _ But the periodical court difdains to revife its de: ¥ 
p ‘crees. The antiquated pretenfions of his Holinefs have 
centered in the judges who prefide there. From their 
‘tality, however, there ftill lies an appeal to public _ 
candoure 
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a): RICHILDA. 


ing halls of the palace. The Count ne ver 
miffed mafs; he attended all proceffions, 
bearing a confecrated wax-taper in his 
_ hand; he alfo performed pilgrimages to 
every holy place within three days jour. : 
ney of his refidence, where difpenfations — 
were retailed. By thefe means he kept i 
the polifh of his confcience fo bright and — 
a fhining, that not a breath of fin could fet- a: 
| tle upon it. Yet with all this clearnefs of 
_confcience, contentment did not dwell in 
his heart, for he lived in childlefs wedlock, | ty 
and at the fame tirhe poffeffed im > 
riches and revenues. He confidered Sele 
_ barrennefs of his wife as a vifitation of Hea- af 

yen, becaufe, in his opinion, fhe was tog ee 
much devoted to the pomps and vaniti ee ee 
of this wicked world. = 5 |. oa 
- The Countefs was iewragtibe chagrined 
ae this pious conceit : devotion was 
much her paffion; nor did fhe exad 
_ know how fhe had deferved the judgmei 
“of terility ;neither did fruitfulnefs appear te 
Fash aaa the oe aes 
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‘to make her confeffion to the revere J 
‘Dominican, when fhe defcribed the fa- 
‘mily diftrefs on account of her barren- 


He forbade his afflicted daughter all fur- 


prefcribed her and her hufband a more 


from the council the prophecy was fil. 
‘filled : Albertus found, on his return fom 
‘Lyons, a charming little daughter at the 
- Countefs’s breaft, the very picture of her’ aE 
gracious mother, who was thankful to — 
God and all the faints that her proach 
had paffed away from her. Father Gun- — 
--derich would in truth have been better a 


~~ nocently, he took it in his arms, and foun Cue : 


4 RICHILDA. 


pieces of gold. She was no lefs anxiou 



















a in ® Qa 


nefs, and went away from him comforted. | 


ie A 


ther penance and caftigation of the fleth, 


liberal diet; and foretold, in the fpirit of 4 
prophecy, that fhe fhould foon be bleffed pe ‘ 


with fruit of her body. Ere yet he returned 


a ee Se 


@ 
Pa _ 


_ pleafed with the arrival of an heir be 
but as the little creature was fo pretty 
and fo loving, and fmiled upon him fo in= 


C 
“see 


2 ae a 


"hcg seta in igre it. As the Count 
conceived Yi 
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* deep philofopher, who has taken Nature 
‘ by furprize, and forced all her fecrets 
“€ from her.’ He performed indeed won- 
derful things, whereupon many marvelled’ 
exceedingly in the land. When the Em- 
peror Frederick the Second defired to fee 
a {ample of his art, he invited him, in De- 
cember, to a breakfaft in the garden of the 
monaftery at Cologne on the Rhine, and 
there fhewed him fuch a fight, that neither 
he nor any one elfe had ever feen the like, 
before or fince.  Hyacinths and tulips were: 
in full bloom ; fome fruit-trees were in blof- 
fom; others bore ripe fruit; the nightingales 
were heard to fing in the bufhes befide the 
chirping grafshoppers; and the fwallows 
twittered chearfully aloft in the air, as they 
played around the cloifter tower. When the 
Emperorhad fufficiently admired this tranf- 
pofition of feafons, the philofopher led him 
with his train to a double row of vines, where 
he gave each gueft a knife in his hand, to 
cut off the ripe bunches, ftrictly forbidding — 


‘them to ufe it till he fhould give the q 
. ae word s a 
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8 RICHIE D a 


workmanship, which might ferve to put’ 


little Richilda in mind of him. os ae 

When the mafter found his work per- 
fect, he brought it in private to the Coun- 
tefs, explained to her all the virtues and 


Properties of his performance, taught her» 


exactly how to ufe it; and defiring her to 


~ Inftruét her daughter, when fhe was crown 


up, in the art and manner of employing 
it, took a friendly leave, mounted his 
horfe, and rode homewards. The Coun- 
tefs, overjoyed at the mytftery, took the 


magic prefent, and concealed it in thet og 


cheft of drawers where the kept her: 


pearls and jewels. Gunderich the Prefs 

ridden, lived yet a few years in ‘his caftle,: 
fhut up from the world: he founded a” 
_ number of churches and religious houfes,) 
and neverthelefs_ laid by a great part of 
his revenues. for his daughter’s portion, © 
for the fee was entailed upon a relation. 

_ As foon as he felt that he drew near’ ag 
his latter end, he put on a monk’s habit, = 


ve'up the ghoft in this drefs, in 





° ” e 
‘(<< 
al -» 
- 
7 ia 
. . 
> b, . - - 
—_— ere «Fe 
* te ® - - 
. err» 5S = . 
¢ ow oF o* w p J . 
™ ora ¢ 2 see ‘ 
- "hes “ . . - 
~ ge » +. 
; ae » mt 
’ ‘ ° LF « - 7 
’ , "7 > e 
rece > _ ~ 
> : 7 ‘ 
™ > 
: -. . A J Py 
- ‘ - . ~ 
a i " . - 
7 ree . - ? - 
’ ade -—— 
i= ’ ‘ ¥ - - a . 
, » — Pa ad 
> .e , . 
= = - 
. Va ™ . 
. aa 
. * ~ ad 
4 , 4 * 
° 
i a 


f 





1. 
a 


he 





- "ew 





—————————— 





~ eo) on © all The Pr eran 
” P ray 
| . 


| o RICHIL-D A 


* mother fhall be made. up to you by a 
* true friend and counfellor, who, if you 
‘are wife and. “prudent, will fo guide 
your footlteps, that y you: fhall never go 
© aftray. There, in ‘that cheft of draw- 
‘ ers, you. will find a a piece of art, 
€ which you fall take into your own 
| * pofieffion after is am evre. _ A learned 
€ philofopher, called Albertus ‘Magnus, 
‘ who. bore a great fhare in the j 2 Joy oc- 
© cafioned by your birth, contrived it un- 
| ‘ der a certain conjundtion of the ftars, 
~~ and gave me in charge to inftruét you | 
> * in the ufe of it. The piece is a magi¢ 
‘ mirror, fet in a frame of virgin gold. 


ia * For all elfe that look upon it, it has the 
ae ‘ quality of a common mirror, to reflect 
.. ~ © faithfully the impreffion it receives; but 


* for you it has received another gift 
© befides, to reprefemt every thing con+ -— 
* cerning which you enquire in difting 
« {peaking images, as foon as you repeat 
“the words which this tablet will teach 
* you. Beware of confulting it from idle 
7 ‘ cual, ger 
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ror. Time gradually allayed her Alia 
affliction, the fountain of her tears. was 
dried up; and as the heart of the maiden’ 
no longer found an employment i in the 
effufion of her grief, the pains and coal 
ties of idlenefs fell 1 upon her in the lonely 
cell; the therefore often vifited the par= 
lour, and infenfibly found pleafare i in chat- 
ting to the aunts and nephews of the 
huns; the latter were fo. affiduous i in at= 
tendance upon their devout. coufins, that 
es. they prefied in fhoals to the grate when- 
sever the fair Richilda was in, the parlours — 
ae - There came many a courteous knigntias 
> and faid flattering things to the unveiled — 
ss penfionnaire: and in thefe attentions lags 
“concealed the original germ of vanity, — 
~ which in this cafe fell on no unfruitful 
: “foil, but ftruck root and fprouted. Mifs 
a 3 =  Richilda fancied it would be pleafanter 2 
ee without, in the open air, beyond the iron a: 
e _ grate: fhe quitted the nunnery, eflablithe 
en te ed her court, took for appearance-fake a 
ee matronly Rortipanion: to chaperon her, ands 
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beperfuaded to accept the challenge, and 
afcribe the palm of beauty to the lady 
of his heart, it was only done for thew, 
and in pleafantry ; ; delicacy would never 
permit any opponent to tumble the Coun- 
tefs’s champion out of his faddle. ‘They 
broke their lances, acknowledged their 
defeat, and yielded the pre-eminence 
to the youthful Countefs, a facrifice which 
the ever received with - virgin modefty. 
Hitherto fhe had not once thought of 
coniulting the magic mirror: fhe ufed it 
only, like a common glafs, to examine 
whether her maids had fet off her head- 





drefs to advantage. She had not as yet » 


allowed herfelf a fingle queftion, either 
becaufe no critical fituation had yet called 
for the voice of an advifer, or becaufe the 


was timid, and apprehended left her de- | 


mand might be forward and inconfide- 


rate,.and the bright furface of the mirror - 


might grow dim. Meantime the voice 
of flattery continued to nourifh her va- 


nity, and at laft produced in her heart 
wid | the é 


ty? 


hale 


i" 
> a 
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the defire to know whether what rumé@ur 
fo loudly tinkled every day in her ear was 
faét ; for fhe poffeffed, what is uncommon 
in the great, penetration enough to confider 
the language of her attendants with pro- 
per diftruft. To a girl in the bloom of 
- youth, of whatever rank or ftation, the 
queftion concerning her perfonal charms 
is always the moft important problem 
that fhe can wifh to have folved. It was 
then by no means ftrange that the fair 
Richilda fhould defire information on a 
point fo interefting to her curiofity; and 
of whom could fhe expect a more certain 
and definite anfwer, than from her un- 
corruptible friend, the mirror? On a 
little*confideration fhe found the queftion 
fo juft and reafonable, that the had no 
longer hefitation in making the trial. She 
fhut herfelf wp accordingly one day in 
her apartment, ftepped clofe to the ma- 
gic mirror, and sai pedatcnt the proper 
wont 


¢ Mirror, 
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oe ¢ Mirror, let’ thy burnifh’d face 

- € Give me inftant here to trace 
pts = ¢ The faireft mail of Brabant’s race.” 
, . 


Trembling fhe drew the curtain, peepe + 
in, and to her great fatisfaction behe 
Ss her own form, fuch as the mirror at 
me often fhewn her unqueftioned. She was — 
-. _ now highly rejoiced 3 in her foul, her ¢ 3 

affumed a livelier tinge, and her eyes 

fparkled for joy; but her heart beri 

proud and arrogant like the heart of que aa 

Vafhti. The commendations of her — 

beauty, which fhe had before heard. v ith | 
— modefty and maiden bluthes, fhe now ex 
—— a&ted as a lawful tribute: fhe look ee 
= down with proud contempt on all t eC 
_ daughters of the land; and as often as t 1c 
_ converfation turned upon foreign: prin 
os ee aise fe , and any one happened to be pr: 
on. account of. her beauty, it went to. el 
he cal 9 fhe purfed up her mouth, and 1ac EA Dy 
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mummies, were unanimoufly. fcouted). 
Queen Thaleftris was ordered to ftand 
back, on account of the lofs of her right. 
breaft, which was cut off according to 
the fafhion of the Amazons. None of the 
courtiers could relifh. her wry fhape ; ; nor. 
could they imagine any means of con- 
cealing it, the { feuffed jutting ftays, that 
now hide fo 1 many female ‘Blermitoes, not 
being yet invented. si 

The fair Richilda pafled at her own 


court for the fole and fupreme pattern of 


woman’s beauty: and as in faét, by the — 


teftimony of the mirror, fhe was the fineft a 


girl in Brabant, and moreover poffefiled 


great wealth, befides caftles and cide 
fhe felt no want of illuftrious wooers., — : 


She counted more than whilom dame 


Penelope, and managed jut as artfully as 
queen EJizabeth in later times, to egg” 


them on with the honey of hope. -Every 





with that in our days arifes in the waking if 
dreams of the daughters of Teutonia—to. 
be admired, feafted, worfhipped, to: ap- 


Rin i¥3 ‘pear 
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pear foremoft among their companions, 


and to fhine amid the throng, as the e $ 


lovely moon among the lefler ftars; to _ 
have around them an halo of adorers 
ready to offer up. their lives for her fake, 
as the old cuftom was, and to go forth, at 
her command, to feek adventures, orto 
catch her giants and dwarfs ; vor, as the 
modern fafhion is, to figh, to coo, to 
whine, to gaze in fentimental forrow at 
the moon, to rave, to eat poifon i in a pa- 
roxyfm of love, to jump down ‘neck-' 
_ breaking precipices, to drown, to hang, 
to cut their throats, or, with more fpirit 
{till, to drive a bullet through their brain; 
—all thefe fancies of giddy-headed girls 
were realized in the cafe of the Countefs 
Richilda.. Her charms. had already coft 
many a youthful knight his life; andalively — 
feeling of the fecret torments of love ftill 
lingered between the {kin and bone of 
many an unfortunate prince. The cruel 
beauty fecretly fattened on the victims 
daily offered to her vanity; and to the 





s ® 
. 
~~ (2 
= -. 
. : 


20 R1IMOH IL DA OD 


{oft fenfations of mutual love fhe pre ~ 
ferred the tortures of thefe unhappy fuf 
: ferers. Hitherto none but the flight and 

| fhadowy impreffions, of a tranfitory p a 5 


ae 


fion had paffed over her heart; nor 7 ‘i 

















4 fhe know yet to whom it properly k 

Bs pe longed: it ftood open to every fighing 
~~ Damon, but for no longer than three days, ug 
te according: to the old rule of botiealingh i 
Whenever a new gueft took pofleffion of 


q it, the former occupant was coolly di 
ish miffed. - ‘The count of Flanders, of pe 
tois, of Brabant, of Hennegau, of Namur ras ft 
“of Gueldres, of Groningen, in fhort all the i 
“feventeen counts of the Netherlands, ex- — | 
cept the married and the rey ede 
aed to win the heart of the beaut 
~~ Richilda, and defired her to wife. _ 
pean he prudent governefs difcayered.t! 
her: young friend would not long be < 

to ca i y on her trade of. coquetry: h her “a 
good name feemed to lofe ground. daily, 
nc ae was to. rbe feared that the os 
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ing is always iferable goffip, as little 
capable of warming the heart with his chill 
ratiocination as a firelefs grate an apart- 


ment. The lady’s heart had no fhare in 
his deliberations, and withheld his affent 






from every motion of the orator in the 


upper houfe of the head; therefore fhe 
could not abide by any choice. . She 
weighed with great precifion the birth, 
merit, riches, and honours of each adorer; 
but fhe was not interefted in any of thefe 
accomplifhments, and her heart was filent : 


as foon as fhe brought the beauty of her 


wooers into account, it gave a faint ftroke. 
Human nature has not veered an hair’s 
breadth within the five hundred years that 
have rolled away fince the time of the 
beautiful Richilda. Let a.girl of the 
eighteenth or thirteenth century be court- 


ed by a wife, intelligent, virtuous man, 
in a word by another Socrates—and fetin 
competition with him an handfome man, 


an Adonis, a Ganymede, an Endymion, a 


to 





Hh 






Ric HH f ka) A. 23 
to one that the vanes lly by the firft, 


and clings to the laft. Juft fo the beautiful 
Richilda! ‘There were in her train feveral 


well-made men: the difficulty lay in 


picking out the handfomeft. Time had 
moved rapidly forwards during thefe in- 
ternal confultations: the court were col- 
leGting for a gala-day; the nobles and 
knights were coming thick in full drefs, 
expecting their fate with beating hearts. 
The lady was in great diftrefs; her heart 
ftill hefitated to decide, in {pite of the ur- 
gent reprefentations of thehead. Yet away 
there muft bethrough the wood : fhe jump- 
ed haftily up from off her fopha, and ftep- 
ping before the mirror thus confulted it: 


« Mirror, let thy burnifh’d face 
« Give me inftant here to trace 
‘ The faireft ee of aise. s race.” 


Here, Saari was no icine mS the 
beft, that is the moft virtuous, faithful, and 
affectionate, but only of the handfomeft — 
man, 1, Tine mirror anfwered as it was 

afked., 


















afked. When the filken curtain was dray 
‘up, there appeared in full view “a 
‘fmooth furface a ftately knight, in co 
‘pleat armour, but without his |} 
fair as young Adonis when he tole 
the heart of Venus. His hair 
down from the crown of his head in b igh 7 
‘chefhut locks; his narrow thickfet ey €- 
brows rivalled the form of the rain-bow; 
--courage and heroic worth lightened from 
his eye; his manly brown cheek tinged wi 

red, glowed with warmth and 5 
the gently rifing upper-lip of his p = a 
mouth feemed to advance for a thrilling — 
‘ifs; his full calf was big with ong sth 

and manly vigour. As foon as the virgin 
perceived the noble form of the iro: Mi 
the yet flumbering fenfations of love Me | 
ee aan once in her foul; fhe drank di 
ee joy an rapture from his eyes, z=: ot 
fey oe de a fale vow never to below ie 
hand on any other man. She was ©} 
‘much fu rprifed that the form of the h: 7 
ome" knight “was “unknown and tot all vie 
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© Heaven: Wehave been betrothed to each 
€ other in prefence of the holy Virgin, and 
‘ a number of heavenly witneffes.’ This 






pious lye had been invented off-hand by 


the beautiful Richilda, for or fhe would. not 
difclofe the fecret of | the: magic mirror, and 
it was not __known to ai any mortal befide 
herfelf. The duenna, overjoyed at the de- 
termination of ‘her } young ; lady, eagerly en- 
quired who the young prince was, whom 
Heaven had deftined to conduét home fo 
charming a bride. All the maids of ho- 


nour pricked up their ears, and gueffed 


fome one and fome another valiant knight: 

each imagined fhe had gueffed right, and 
the name of each fuppofed happy candidate , 
for matrimony was conveyed in a loud whif- 
per round the circle. But the beautiful Ri- 
childa, having muttered her fpirits a little. 
together, opened her mouth and faid, ‘ It is 





© not in my power to tell you the name of 
my hufband, nor do I know where he 


¢ Jives; he is not among the princes and 
‘ nobles at my court, nor haye my eyes 
é‘ eraanertes 7 | Sever 
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* ever beheld him, but his image is plant. 
‘ed in my foul; and when he comes 
* to carry me home, I fhall not fail to 


© recognize him.’ The fagacious duenna © 


and the ladies in waiting were furprized — 
at this fpeech; they fuppofed it only a- 
ftratagem to elude the extorted pro- 


miife: but fhe perfifted in her declara- 


tion to fuffer no other hufband to be . 
forced upon her, except him whom the 
pious bifhop Medardus had betrothed te 
her in a dream. By this controverfy the 
knights had been long kept in waiting 
in the antichamber: they were now ad- 


‘mitted to hear the fentence. The fair 


Richilda arofe, delivered an excellent dif- 
courfe with great dignity and grace, and 
concluded with this apoftrophe: ‘ Do not 
* fuppofe, gentlemen, that I addrefs you 


© with words of deceit: I will declare to 


* you the form and bearing of the ar-~ 
* mour worn by the unknown knight ; and 
< perhaps fome one here may be able to 
* inform me who and where he is.’ 

Ce Upon 


‘ 
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Upon this fhe deferibed his perfon from 

head to foot ; adding, ‘ His harnefs is yel- 

© low, adorned with azure blue: on his 

© fhield a black | lion ftalks over a field 

© ftrewed with: bleeding hearts: the livery 

* of his fword-knot is the colour of the 

© dawn, peach-bloom : and orange yellow.’ 

When fhe had done, the Count of Bra- 
bant, the heir of the land, took up the 

word, and faid, « ‘We are not here, my 
* dear coufin, to argue with you; you~ 
‘ have free power to aét-as you think - 

* proper: it 1s enough for us to know 
‘ that your pleafure is honourably to ‘dif. 

« mifs us, and no longer to feed us with 

€ falfe hopes—for this you are enti- 

© tled to our thanks. As to the noble 
€ knight feen by you ina dream, and of 

© whom you imagine that he is deftined 

© by Heaven to be your wedded hufband, 
| € | will not conceal from you that I know — 
© him well, being, as he is, my vaffal; 
| © for by your defeription, and the marks — 
6 ot his — and the colour of -his_ 
ae ap ah ge ‘ livery, 
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The hundred tongues of Fame, mean- 
time, fpread abroad along all the high 
roads the ftrange tidings of the wonderful 
vifion, and at] ‘lat brought it warm to 
the ear of Earl | Gombald. This earl was 
the fon of Theobald, ‘furnamed Brother’s 
Heart, becaufe he bore fuch affection to 
his younger brother Botho as to live in 
uninterrupted harmony ' with him, and to” 
allow him to partake in all the prero- 


gatives of primogeniture. Both bro- 


thers lived together in one caftle: their 
wives loved each other as fifters; and the 
elder having but. one fon, and the 
younger but one daughter, the parents 
hoped to tranfinit their friendfhip to their 
children, and betrothed them to each 
other in the cradle. The youthful pair 
were educated together ; and death hav- 
ing early diffolved the original affection 
ef the parents, they framed their wills in 
fuch a manner that no other choice was 
left the children but to marry. They 
had already lived three years in a ftate of 

. contented 
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contented wedlock, and continued the 
example of their peaceful parents, when 
Earl Gombald heard of the wonderful 
dream of the beautiful Countefs. Fame, 
which magnifies all things, added, that 
fhe was fo violently enamoured of him 
as to have vowed to take the veil, be- 
caufe fhe could not enjoy his affection. 
Farl Gombald had hitherto, 1 in the bofom 
of a peaceful family, and. the arms of an 
amiable wife, tafted only the tranquil joys 
of domettic happinefs; no fpark had yet 
fallen upon the tinder of his paffions to 
inflame them, but on a fudden there 
{prune up in his heart fierce defires: re- 
pofe and contentment. vanifhed away ; he 
‘gave fcope to fond wifhes, and nourifhed 
them fecretly with the fhameful hope that 
death would perhaps make a divorce be- 
tween him and his lady, and reftore his 
freedom. The idea of the beautiful Ri- 
childa corrupted the heart of a man. be- 
fore good and. virtuous, and made it ca~ 
= of every crime. Wherever he went 

C4 OF 
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or ftood, the image of the Countefs of 
Brabant appeared before him: it flattered 
his pride, to be the only man capable of 
fubduing her feornful heart ; his heated 
imagination ‘painted the pofleffion of her 
in fuch glowing colours, that his own 
wife was ‘thrown entirely into the fhade ; 
all love and affeétion for her were ex- 
tinguifhed, and he withed but to be rid 
of her. She foon obferved her lord’s 
coolnefs, and redoubled her tendernefs to- 
wards him: each nod of his was a ¢om- 
mand to her, but. the power of pleafing 
him had paffed away from her for ever. 
He grew gloomy, morofe, and quarrel-_ 
: fome ; took every opportunity of abfenting 


be ing himfelf, roving about his country caftles 
2 and woods; while the folitary mourner 
-_—_- pined and lamented at home fo piteoufly, — 
oi that a ftone would have been melted to 
___- compaffion. 

yi One day he furprized her as fhe was in- 
ve -_dulging an effufion of forrow: ‘ Woman,’ 
. Ae cried, ‘wherefore art thou always din- 
er | 
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« ning my ears with thy fobbing and whin- 
* jing ? What means this hateful {creech- 
‘ owl's note, which can neither help me 
* nor thyfelf?” “ My dear hufband,” re- 
plied the gentle fufferer, * leave me my 
‘ forrow in peace: I am an afflicted wo- 
‘man, and have good caufe to be {0} 
“ince I have forfeited your love and: 
© efteem, without knowing’in what I have 
« offended. If ever Ir have found favour 
* in your fight, tell mes I pray, the caufe 
‘ of your difpleafure ; fo thall I know 
‘ how to avoid it in future.’ Gombald 
was moved by this anfwer: ‘ My good 
* wife,’ faid he, taking hold of her hand 
in confidence, ‘you have offended me 
* in nothing; yet I will not conceal from 
* you what lies heavy on my heart, and 
‘ what you cannot mend ;—our marriage 

‘ produces fcruples that prick my con- 
£ {cience fore; it is, I fear, a crying fin, and 
* fhame of blood, from which we cannot 
* be abfolved, either in this world or that 
* which is to corne—we are married with= 
* in the forbidden degrees: we are bro- 
Te 5  ther’s 
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€ thers’ children ; that is as bad as @ 
¢ marriage between brother and fifter ; 
‘and for ‘it r there: can neither be ab- 
e folution. ‘nor difpenfation, _ This tor- 
* ments my confcience | day and night, 
* and feels like hot basen coals upon 
oe ee eee 


In days of "yore, while there was yet 
fuch a | thing: as ccontcience, i it —— efpe- 3 


~ fe. ae ~e 


fore, and ticklifh, as the membrane called 
the periofteum, where ‘the flighteft {cratch: 
occafions violent “pain: and fever. For 
though it was very ealy to lull confcience 
afleep, and obtund its feeling by the pa- 
regoric of the paffions, fo that you might 
icrape and chiffel it as you had a mind, 
without } its flinching or bleeding more than 








 adry board—yet i it never failed to. awake 
fooner or later, and to occafion heat and. 
sos twitching and pain under the pericranium. 


Nor was it ever more irritable than when. 
prefied by a knot of doubt concerning a 


prohibited degree in marriage. All chrif- 
oe and ee 


well 


co 6D 
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well know, to one family; confequently, 
as they have never been allowed to marry 


‘out of the clan, they muft needs pair with — 


their coufins and aunts; and as long as 
the ladies continued young and handfome, 
the carnal feelings of love lulled every 
moral feeling into a narcotic flumber. But 
when my dear coufin began to fade 
befide her royal bedfellow, or fatiety had _ 
produced difguft, or fome other lady 
pleafed the eye better, the tender con- 
feience of the virtuous hufband waked at 
once, and fo pinched and plagued him, 
that he could neither reft nor fleep tll 
he had bought a letter of divorce from: 
the holy father in Rome : then madam 
coufin muft walk. off towards a cloifter 


‘and yield her place to another,. againft. 


whom: the canon law had no objection. 
Thus Henry: Vill. packed’ off Catherine 
of Arragon, his fittef-in-law, merely’ at the. 
inftigation of his tender confcience; though: 
he beheaded, with the full concurrence. of 
that fame confcience, two of her faccef- 
: Cc 6 fors 
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fors in his bed, under the falfe pretence 
of infidelity to his bed. In the fame 
manner hiftory — attefts,, that many other. 
princes and monarchs before him divorced 
their wives, , though ‘no-one has fince trod- 
den in the pious footfteps of the DEFEN- 
DER OF THE ‘FAITH. No wonder then 
that Earl Gombald, in conformity to the 
manners and ideas of his time, felt the 
corn of his confcience pinch as foon as 
another amour, more agreeable to his 
paffions, made it tender. His-lady might 
remonftrate as auch as ever fhe pleafed: 
every attempt to quiet her hufband’s 
confcience was labour loft. ‘Ah, my 


© deareft fpoufe,’ fhe faid, ‘ if you have 


‘ no longer any regard for your unfortu- 
‘ nate wife, yet have fome compaffion. 
on the helplefs pledge of your depart-. 
‘ed love, that now fills my womb : 
< could I but place it in your arms _— 
‘ this moment, perhaps you would be. 
* moved at its innocence, and give me 
‘ back your averted heart.’ _ A ftream of 


. 
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bitter tears followed thefe ial 5 ; but 
the hufband’s heart of brafs felt nothing 
of the fevenfold forrows of his wife: he 
quitted her abruptly, threw himfelf on his 
horfe, rode to Mecklenburg, to the arch- — 
bifhop; there he bought, with an heavy 
purfe of gold, a letter of divorce, and 
then caft his loving wife. into a nunnery; 
where fhe fo pined and forrowed, that her 
beauty foon faded ~ away. As foon as 
her hour approached, fhe brought forth a 
daughter, which fhe fondly prefled againft 
her maternal bofom: but the angel of 
death, who ftood near, quickly clofed her 
eyes, fo that fhe did not long enjoy the 
fight of her lovely babe. Soon afterwards 
came the Earl, and put the child into the 
hands of a governefs in one of his caftles. 
He left a foe maids and dwarfs to attend 
upon her, and then equipped. himfelf in 
the moft fumptuous manner : for his heart 
was folely bent upon gaining the beautiful 
Countefs of Brabant. : 


a arrived in high fpirits at ; the court 
of 





© 


38 RICHILDA, 


of Richilda, and threw himfelf, intoxicated. 
with joy, at her feet. As foon as fhe faw 
the glorious man after whom her heart 
had fo long” fighed, the fele_unfpeakable: 
gladnefs, and ‘from t that felf. fame hour 
vowed love and conftancy to the knight. 
Her palace changed to an Ida or a Pa- 
phos, for the goddefs V Venus feemed tohave — 
transferred her refidence thither. In the 
fweet delirium of enjoyment, amid a fuc- 
eeffion of the moft exquifite paftimes aiid 
ee entertainments, days and years glided away 
a from the happy pair like a pleafant morn- 
ing dream: and Gombald and Richilda 
often vowed to ‘each other, that no greater 
happinefs than they experienced could 
be enjoyed in the courts of heaven. No 
with remained but for the continuance of 
their mutual blifs, thus unrufled, for ages: 
after ages. But, alas! the fond pair had too 
little philofophy to be aware that an ince 
fant indulgence in pleafure is the vere 
bane of pleafure, and that this fpice of 
life, taken in too large dofes, lofes by 
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degrees all relifh and flavour, The i irrita~ 
bility of the organs of fenfe, the keen feel~ ‘ 
ing of the joys of life, grow impercepti- — 
bly blunt: all enjoyments affume an uni- 
form appearance, and the moft ftudied at- 
tempts to vary them cannot hide their 
infipid famenefs. Dame Richilda, in virtue 
of her wavering difpofition, was the firft to 
perceive thefe inconveniences: the became 
morofe, haughty, cold, and at length grew 
jealous. Neither did her lord and. matter 
any longer feel his former raptures : a kind 
of ipleen weighed heavy on his foul; the 
glance of love was dimmed in his eyes ;. 
that confcience, with which he had: hereto- 
fore hypocritically fported, began now to 
remonftrate in a ferious manner. Scruples 
for having murdered his firft wife arofe ; 
he often named her with. ‘regret and fin- 
cere praife: And the proverb fays, that ic 
is a fign of ill blood in a fecond marriage,, 
when the virtues of the dear departed 
wife are too often brought forward. Dif- 
— with aan Leet: often came on 
the 
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the carpet ; and he fometimes told her to 
her face, that the was : the author of all his 
calamities. 2 
‘We can no “Tonger live together,’ 
faid he, as they were carrying on one of 
their matrimonial debates ; 3 ‘my confcience 
‘ prefies me to expiate my fins. I muft 
€ needs fet out ron a a pilgrimage for Jeru- 
‘ falem, and vifit the holy fepulchre, to try 
* whether 1 can there retrieve repofe of — 
© heart.’—No fooner faid than done. Ri- 
childa made but a faint oppofition to the 
£ propofal. Earl Gombald prepared for his 
departure, made his will, took a cold leave, 
aD. and fet forward on his pilgrimage. Before 
eas a year had paffed, news was brought to Bra- 
bant that the Earl had died in Syria of the 
plague, without the confolation of having 
expiated his fins at the holy fepulchre. 
The CountefS received thefe tidings with 
ss great compofure of mind ; fhe neverthelefs 
_— obferved ftriétly all the rules of decorum: 
fhe wept, mourned, half fmothered her= 
felf in crape, and caufed a fumptuous monu- _ 
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ds 
ment to be erected to her departed | ord of 
beloved memory, on which weeping genii, — 


with torches extinguifhed, and urns full of — 


tears, appeared in throngs. A fly obferver 
of mankind has however long fince re- 


marked, that young widows are like green 


wood, which burns at one end, while the 
water oozes out by drops at the other. The 
heart of the Countefs Richilda could not 
long remain without: employment; ; and 
mourning fo heightened her charms, ‘that 
multitudes crouded to behold the lovely 


-widow. Many knights of adventure re- 
paired to her court to try their fortune in 


fithing for the rich prize :. fhe found plenty 


of adorers, and the court parafites were foon 


brought into wind again on the fubject of 


her beauty. All this buftle of flattery 
gave great fatisfaction to the vain woman: 


but as fhe would fain be certain that the 
finger of time, in the courfe of fifteen years, 
had not rubbed out any of her charms, fhe 
confulted her faithful advifer, the magic 
mirror. But Iwhat was her horror and 
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diftnay; when, upon drawing up the filken 
curtain, a ftrange form appeared before her 
eyes, beautiful Las one ¢ of the Graces, full of 
foftnefs and i De weoene! ‘the moft lovely of 
female angels !- !—but r of h herfelf the image | 
had not one strait. The beautiful widow 
fell into a | paroxyfin « of ‘rage at this unex- 
petted anfwer ; : and the mirror was very 
near paying ¢ y dear for’ its indifcretion ;—nei- 
ther ought you t to blame the lady too 
harfhly, fuppofing | fhe had taken fevere ven= 
geance; for when a woman has no other 
talent except her beauty, fhe can never 
be fo deeply mortified, as when the un- — 
flattering friend on the toilette announces — 
the irrecoverable lof of that which coniti= — 
tuted the fole value of her exiftence. 











Dame Richilda, inconfolable on account 





of her new difcovery, conceived a mortal — 
hatred againft the innocent beauty, whom — 
fhe found in_poffeffion of the prerogative 
fhe had arrogated to herfelf. She imprefied — 
the lovely features deep on her memory, 
| = enquired with great diligence after the 
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poffefior of them. The difcovery coft but — ay 
little trouble: fhe foon found by the ide ie 
fcription that her ftep-daughter Blanca 
had carried off from her the palm of beauty. © 
Satan immediately infinuated into-her heart — 
the idea of deftroying this fair bloffom, 
which might have adorned the garden of 
Eden itfelf With this purpofe the cruel 
woman fent for Sambul, the court phyfician: 
After giving him a preferved pomegranate 
apple, and counting fifty pieces. of ‘gold i into 
his hand, fhe faid, ‘ Prepare this apple for 
“ me in fuch a way, that one half fhall be 
ne perfectly harmlefs, while the other is fo 
** impregnated with poifon, t that whofoever 
*‘ eats of it may die ina few moments.’ 
The Jew ftroked his beard, and with great 

complacency ftowed the gold in his purfe, 
promifing to do as the bad woman had 
commanded him. He took a fharp needle, 
bored three holes in the pomegranate apple, 
and poured a ftrong liquor into them.. As 
foon as the Countefs had got the prepared _ 
apple into her poffeffion, fhe mounted her 
fteed, 
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{teed, and with few attendants trotted to the 
remote caftle where the virgin, her daugh- 
ter Blanca, refided. On her way fhe fent 
of a meflenger before, to fay that the 
Countefs Richilda \ was on the road to vifit 
the young lady, and to weep with her over 
the lofs of her father. 2398 | 

This meflage fet the whole caftle in- 
to an uproar: the corpulent duenna wad- 
dled about the houfe, up {tairs and down, 
{et all the brooms in motion, had the floors 
f{crubbed, the cobwebs deftroyed, the din- 
ing-room fet in order, and the kitchen 
heated as hot - as an oven: fhe pufhed 
and fcolded the lazy maids, bawled out her 
orders with fierce impatience, like the cap- 
tain of a privateer when he. fnuffs a rich 
merchant-man afar off ; but Blanca modeftly 
dreffed herfelf in the colour of innocence, 
and when fhe heard the horfes trotting up 
to the gates, flew out to meet her mother, 
and received her with great refpeét and 
affection. At the very firft fight the Coun- 
tefs found the original feven times more 
beautiful than the copy in the mirror, and — 

| withal 
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young lady, her rofy cheeks grew pale, every 
limb of her delicate frame quivered, her 
nerves twitched and ftarted, her fair eyes 
became dim, and clofed in the endlefs fleep 
of death. 

Alas! what forrow and heart-breaking 
rent the walls of the caftle, upon the 
death of the beautiful Blanca, who had been 
plucked in her faireft bloom by an auda- 
cious hand, like a rofe with its hundred — 
leaves, merely becaufe fhe was the orna- 
ment of the garden! The decent duenna 
rained fhowers of tears, like a fwolen 
{ponge, when all its moifture is preffed out 
by a violent fqueeze. The joiner dwarfs 
made a coffin of deal, with filver plates 
and handles; and, that they might not be 
at once deprived of the fight of their be- 
loved miftrefs; they fixed a glafs window — 








In the top; the maids prepared a fhroud 


of the fineft Brabant linen, dreffed the | 
corpfe in it, placed the crown of virgi- 
nity, a chafte garland of myrtles, on the 





head, and with funereal pomp carried. the 


bier 
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RICHILOD Aa 
bier into the chapel, where the Saher: fa- 
criftan took charge of the foul, and founded * 
the mournful muffled bell from morning : at 
till the late hour of midnight. rah 


Meantime Donna Richilda atrived well. : ik 
pleafed, at her place of refidence. The  ~ 
firft thing fhe did was to repeat her quef- 


tion to the mirror: when fhe had drawn 
up the curtain with fear and trembling, fhe — 
beheld, t fatisfaction and a face 


of triumph, her own image reinftated, but 





large {pots of ruit had fettled on the bur- 


nifhed furface, and deformed it, as the pits 
and feams of the fmall-pox a virgin’s coun- 
tenance. ‘ Where is the harm of that ? 
thought the Countefs to herfelf—‘ better 
they fhould be on the mirror than my 
face; it may ftill ferve for a Losking-eiat, 
and renders me fecure of my prerogative,’ 
We commonly firft learn to value a good 
thing properly, when we are on the eve of 
lofing it. The beautiful Richilda had 
often fuffered’ years to pafs away without 
queftioning the mirror; now fhe did not 
i omit 
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omit a fingle day. She repeatedly enjoyed 
the pleafure of offering a facrifice to the — 
idol of her own beauty; but one day, as 
fhe drew up the curtain for-this very pur- ta, 
pofe, there appeared again—O wonderupon — 4 
wonders !— before her eyes ; the form and 
features of the beautiful Blanca. At this — 
fight a fainting fit came faft upon the en-— 
vious woman; but fhe took out her fmel- 
ling-bottle juft in time, and the qualm paf- _ 
ed off by the help of the hartfhorn. She 
muttered all her ftrength, to look whether 
her fancy had deceived her, but was foon 
fatisfied that there was no illufion in ‘the: 
cafe. eae 
She immediately fet to hatch a new 
{fcheme of villainy. Sambul, the cont 
phyfician, was fummoned, an thusad-_ 
drefled by the Countefi, in a tone of great 
Sees «Tho fhamelefs deceiver! snl 
« perverfe Jew! doft thou hold me fo 
‘ cheap asto dareto mock me? Did I not me, 
“tga thee fo to prepare a pomegranat a 
ae ‘that to eat it fhould be sli = 
éf death? } 























RICHILDA. 4g 
* death? and haft thou not charged it with 


* balfam of life? For this thy traitor’s beard He 


“and Jew’s ears fhall affuredly pay. 
Sambul the phyfician, much terrified at 
this addrefs from his miftrefs, thus an- 
4wered and faid: < Ah, woe is me! what 
* evil has befallen me? for I know not 
‘ how I have incurred your difpleafure, 
* gracious lady: what you ordered I 
* have punttually performed; if my are 
* has failed, I myfelf am innocent of the 
< caufe.’ The lady feemed to be fome- 
what appeafed by this anfwer, and pro- | 
ceeded: * For this time thy crime thall 
* be forgiven thee, under condition that 
* thou prepareft me an odoriferous foap, 
* which fhall infallibly perform what the 
* pomegranate apple has failed to do.’ 
The phyfician promifed his utmoft, and 
fhe again counted out to him fifty pieces 
of gold, and difmiffed him. In a few days 
he brought the Countefs a deadly compo- 
fition. She immediately furnifhed out her 
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‘nurfe,a crafty woman, witha box with ped- he 


lar’s wares, fine yarn, thread, needles, fcent- 
ed pomatum, {melling-bottles, and marbled 
foap-balls with red and blue veins, and 
bade her go to her daughter Blanca forth= 
with, and try to pafs ‘the poifoned foap 
into her hands, for which fhe promifed her 
agreatreward. The venal creature repair- 
ed to the young lady, who, unfufpicious — 
of fraud, fuffered herfelf to be perfuaded 
to'buy the foap, which, as the woman faid, 
would preferve the beauty of the fkin to ex- 
treme old age. She ventured to make a trial 
of it without the knowledge of her duenna. 
Meantime the bafe ftep-mother affiduoufly — 
confulted the rufty mirror, and conjectured, 
from its condition, that her plan muft have 
facceeded, for the fpots had fpread over 





ithe whole furface, juft as if it had been 


corroded by aqua fortis; and only an in- ; 


- diftiné&t fhadow, which’ could not“be re- 


ferred to any perfon, appeared upon the 
dullface. The lofs of the mirror went to 
4 | 4 her 
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her heart; but the did not think it =n dau 
a purchafe for the reputation of being, te 4 ie 
firft beauty in the country. Fas 

The empty woman enjoyed for a time — 
this imaginary fatisfaction, till a ftranger 
Knight arrived at her court, who, during 
his journey, had ftopped at the Countefs 
Blanca’s Caftle, where he had found her, 
not in the burying vault, but at her toilette, 
and was fo charmed by her beauty as to 
choofe her for the lady of his heart. De- 
firous to amufe the Countefs of Brabant, 
and to thew himfelf off in the lifts, and 
never imagining that the mother could 
be jealous of her daughter, he threw his 
iron glove down upon the table at a featt 
when he was warm with wine, adding, 
‘ Whoever refufes to acknowledge Blanca 
< of Lowen for the handfomeft lady in 
‘ Brabant, let him take up the glove, in 
“ token that he will br oréak a ferious lance 
* to-morrow fer the honour of a knight.’ 
The whole court was highly {candalized.at 






this inaccuracy of the Gafcon: each ftyled 
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the hands of Richilda, who was on the 
point of dying with chagrin. 
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him fecretly Sir Blockhead and Knight) 
Gander. Richilda turned pale, on hearing — 
Blanca was come to life again: the chal 
lenge was a mortal wound to her heart; 
yet fhe forced a gracious fmile, and ap-— 
proved: the defiance, in hopes that the 
knights of her court would all eagerly 
{natch at the glove. But no one advancing, 
for the ftranger had an hardy look was firm 
built and had-large raw bones, fhe drew a 
difmal face, and all prefent could perceive 
her fecret vexation. ‘This melted her faith- 
ful fenefchal fo that he took up the iron ~ 
glove: but at the morrow’s tilt the Gafcon, 
after an hard match, obtained the victory, 
and received his knightly recompence from 

















She firft difcharged her rage on the 


phyfician Sambul: he was thrown into a 
‘tower, and put in chains. Without fur- 
ther hearing, the mercilefs woman had his — 


“reverend beard plucked out hair by hair, 
‘and both his ears _— clofe to his head, 
After 
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+ After the violence’ of her firft’ ftorm was’. 


over, and the ftep-mother had confidered eS ¥ 
that her daughter Blanca would neverthe- _ 
lefs triumph over her, unlefs fhe fhould _ 
fucceed in cutting her off by fraud—for — 

her father’s will had deprived her of all 
power over his daughter—fhe wrote to the 
young lady in as tender a ftrain, and tefti- 
fied as much maternal joy for her reco- 
very; as if every letter had been dictated 
by the heart. ‘This letter fhe gave to her 
confidante the nurfe, ordering’ her to 
carry it to the imprifoned doétor, with a, 
billet, wherein thefe words were written: 
* Enclofe in this letter death and perdition 
* for the perfon that firft opens it. As 
* thou valueft thy life, beware of deceiving: 
“me a third time.’ Sambul the Jew 
hefitated what he fhould do, and for a 


while fingered the chain with a thoughtful 


air, as if he was repeating his Jewifh Pa- 
ter Nofters link by link. At laft the 
love of life, thou gh ina gloomy dungeon, 
with an head clipped of ears, and a chin’ 
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without a beard, feemed to — 
other confiderations, and he promifed to 
obey. The Countefs fent off the letter by ~ | 
a well-mounted poft, who made many : 
grimaces at his arrival, as if to intimate 
that the letter contained wonderful tidings, — 
but he would not tell whence he eame. 
The young lady, eager to learn the con- ss 
tents, haftily broke the feal, read a few ; 
lines, fell lifelefs backwards upon the fopha, — | 
clefed: her azure eyes, and gave up the 
ghoft.. The bloody ftep-mether after- 
wards heard no more of her daughters, 
and though fhe often difpatched meflengers 
to enquire, they conftantly brought word 
back that the young lady never more 
awaked out of her deadly fleep. = 

Thus had the beautiful Blanca bers: 
thrice deftroyed, and thrice buried, in con- 
fequence of the fnares of this odious wo~ 
man. After the dwarfs of her court had 





















_ the firft time iaid her in her long home, 
and the prayers and maffes for her foul 





were appointed, they kept conftant watch 
3 along — 


BiccvuHi1LL DA. 55 
salong-with the maids befide'the vault, and 
often peeped through the window in the 
coffin, in order to enjoy the fight of their 
beloved miftrefs, till corruption fhould de- _ 
ftroy her form: but to their aftonifhment 
they perceived that in a few days the pale 
cheeks were tinged with a gentle red, the © 
withered lips began to glow again, and 
foon afterwards the young lady opened her 
eyes. As foon as the attendants perceived 
this, they joyfully removed the coffin-lid,: 
the beautiful Blanca arofe, and filently won- 
dered at feeing herfelf in a burying vault, 
and her attendants in deep mourning. She 
haftily quitted the dreary manfion, and like 
Eurydice tottered with trembling knees 
from the realm of fhadows to the reviying 
light of day. , | 

Doétor Sambul was in fact a pious 
Ifraelite, in whom was no guile, except 
when a fort of predilection for the noble 
metals a little ftretched the folds of his 
narrow confcience. The pomegranate 
apple given. him by the Countefs brought 
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to his mind Eve’s unfortunate apple im sae 
Paradife, as alfo the golden apple from 
the garden of the Hefperides, which in= 
troduced contention between three god- 
defies, and proved the ruin of a noble — 
. aerator ’ thinks he to himfelf, 
‘is furely mifchief enough to be dons 
“in the world by a brace of apples; the. 
‘third fhall not increafe the guilt of the 
‘ apple tribe.’ Inftead therefore of the poi- 
fon, which he was bid to conceal in it, he 
only impregnated one half with a narcotic 
effence, that benumbed the fenfes without. . 
deftroying life. In the fame manner he. 
proceeded the fecond time with the Ce 
foap, only increafing the quantity of opi- 
um; fo that as the lady did not a 
fo foon as at firft, the dwarfs conceive 
fe was ftone dead. ‘They therefore. care 
ried her to the grave,-and carefully watch- _ 
ed over her, till fhe revived, to the great 
Jey of her houfehold. a 
Blanca’s guardian an cel. peroniadl the, 
aap which threatened the life of his 
ee fofter= 


eS 














ee 
thes 6 











RICHILDA ~ 59 
fofter-daughter, when the fear of death 
made the phyfician actually refolve to 
commit the crime required of him. He i 
therefore flipt unfeen into. the dungeon, — 
and entered into a violent conflict with — 


_ the Jew’s foul, in which, after an hard 


wreftling match, he proved victorious, 
and extorted from the vanquifhed fpirit 
the refolution to facrifice the neck of the 
Jew’s body to his confcientioufnefs, with 
as much firmnefs as he had done his 
beard and both his ears. By virtue of 
his chemical fill, the Ifraelite reduced the 
quinteffence of the benumbing liquor into 
a volatile falt, which fhould be immediately 
diffolved and abforbed by the open air, 
with this he befmeared the letter to the 
beautiful Blanca: As fhe read it, the whole 
atmofphere around her acquired a fupify— 
ing quality, fo that fhe all the while in- 
haled the exalted fpirit of opium with her’ 
breath. The effect was fo violent, that 
the apparent death of the body remained> 
fonger than ever; and the impatient. 
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duenna, in total defpair of the refurréc- 
tion of her young lady, performed her ex- 
equies.a third time. - ee io 
While the houfhold was bufy in this’ 
--mournful office, the funeral bell tolling all 
the while, a young pilgrim came up to — 
the mourners: he went into the chapel, 
kneeled down before the altar, and per- 
formed his devotions. His name was 
Godfrey of Ardenne; he was fon of Teu- 
tebald the Bloodthirfty, againft whom.ho- 
ly mother: church had thundered an ana=_ 
thema and fpurned him from her bofom : 
he died under the curfe, and was therefore 
well finged in the flames of purgatory. — 
Feeling far more warm than: comfortable. — 
in his birth, he earneftly folicited the. 
angel at the gate to ket him out a 
Tittle to breathe fome frefh air, and to 
“Saform: his friends what torments he was 
fuffering. The petitition was. readily 
granted, on his promife to return’at an ap- _ 
- pointed hour: for in thofe days the police © 
of the world below was very lax; the be 
a= -  — fouls 
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fouls of the departed roamed in fhoals about 
this upper world, paid nocturnal vifits to the 
relations whom they had left behind, and ~ 
were at perfect liberty to chat with theny 
during pleafure. Now-a-days they are kept 
clofe penned up, and are not fuffered to go 
rambling abroad, to the terror and molefta- 
tion of the living. Teutebald made the beft 
poffible ufe of his furlough; he appeared 
three fucceffive nights to his virtuous widow, 
waked her out of a comfortable nap 
by touching the back of her hand with 
the tip of his red-hot finger, and faid, 
‘ My dear wife, have pity upon your poor 
‘ departed hufband, who is enduring the 
‘ pains of the antichamber of hell: re- 
* concile me to the holy church, and re- 
‘ leafe my miferable foul; fo fhall mercy 
‘ be fhewn to youhereafter.” The'widow - 
took thefe words to heart, gave her fon an 
account of the vifion, prefented him with 
jewels and precious ftones; and the duti- 
ful youth took the pilgrim’s ftaff in his 
hand, walked barefoot to Rome, and ob- 
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tained a difpenfation for his father,. 
condition that he fhould hear mafs at 
church on his way home.’ He took a } 
circuit, in order to vifit the greater mas! 
ber of holy places, and fo he pafled gh 
Brabant. 
When the pious pilgrim had dife in 
his vow, and dropped a charitable donee! ; | 
tion into the poor’s box, he afked the. "I 
brother facriftan why the chapel was ae) 
in black, and what all this apparatus of ai 
row fignified. The facriftan explained to 
him every thing at length that iad eae 
pened to the beautiful Blanca, through the 
wicked {nares of her ftep-mother. There- 
upon Godfrey marvelled greatly, and faid, ‘a 
“If it be permitted to fee. the lady's 
“ corpfe, lead me forthwith to the vale ; 
* With God’s leave, I may perhaps re~ 
© call her to life, if her foul be yet a = 
“her body. I have a relic from t th Me : 
« hands of the holy father,—it is a {pli aan 
€ from Elitha’s ftaff,—which deftroys PG ar 
; sae and replls si invafion of the tf 
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¢ rights of nature.’ The facriftan ‘nftanel 


ta BG) 


tejoiced exceedingly at the words of the pil- 4% 


grim: they conduéted him into the vault, 


and Godfrey was charmed at the fight of © 
the beautiful alabafter ftatue through the 
clafs window in the coffin. The lid being 
taken off, he ordered all the mourners bus | 
the dwarfs to withdraw ; pulled out his 
relic, and laid it. on the heart of the then - 
clay-cold damfel. In a few moments 
the breath of life returned into the pale 
and wan body. The virgin ‘wondered 
much at feeing the youthful ftranger be- 
fore her; and the overjoyed dwarfs took 
the wonder-working man for an angel of 
heaven. Godfrey declared to the awaken- 
ed Blanca who he was, and the reafon of 
his pilgrimage: fhe in her’ turn related 
her misfortunes, and the~perfec ions of her 
relentlefs ftep-miother. -© You will never,” 
faidGodfrey, ‘efcape the fangs of the veno~ - 
* mous-fpider, unlefs you follow my coun- 
¥ fel pene yet pees in this vault, 
‘ that 
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© is dead !’—The faithful dwarfs, who 
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‘ that it may not be f{pread. abroad thatyou 


© are alive. I will compleat my pilgrimage, 
‘and return forthwith, carry you to my 


‘mother at Ardenne, and,if God permit, 











€ take vengeance on your murderefs.”. The 


counfel was well-pleafing to the beautiful 
Blanca: the noble pilgrim took his leave, 





and faid in feigned words to the houfe- 


hold that crowded round him as he camg¢ 
forth, ‘ The corpfe of your miftrefs will 
‘ never grow warm’ again: the fountain of 
¢ life is dried up—gone is gone, and dead. 








were in the fecret, kept clofe their lips = 


they provided their lady. with meat and 


drink in private, kept watch as before 
over the grave, and waited a for 
the return of the pilgrim. 5 
- Godfrey made hafte to Ardenne, em- 
baie’ his mother, and feeling tired by 


his journey, went early to bed, and quickly 


and lightly fell afleep, with his head full 
of the beautiful Blanca. His father ap- 
ee and. faid, 
with 
































the grave at the laft trump. But when 
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with a chearful countenance, that he was 
releafed out of purgatory, and announced 
fuecefs in the undertaking he meditated. 
Early in the morning Godfrey equipped 
himfelf asa knight, called his {quires 
to him, begged his. mother’s  bleffing, 
and fet off. He fpeedily performed his 
journey; and hearing the funeral bell 
tolling in the caftle of the beautiful Blanca 
at the hour of midnight, he alighted, threw 
his pilerim’s garment over his armour, 
and performed his devotions in the chapel. 
The dwarfs on the look-out no fooner 
beheld the pilgrim kneeling before the 
altar, than they ran down into the vault 
to bear the glad tidings to their lady. 
She caft off her fhroud, and when mafs 
was over, and the facriftan and prieft had 
hurried out of the chill church to their 
warm beds, the charming maid af- 
cended from the habitation of the dead, 
with joyous heart-beating, as the blefied 
will arife out of the dark manfion of 


the 
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the virtuous maiden found herfelf in rey 
arms of a young man, fear and terror fell - 
upon her; and fhe faid, with a bafhful _ 
and blufhing countenance, * Take heed — 
‘ what you do, young man; queftion your — 
‘ heart whether it be upright, or a de- 
© ceiver: if you abufe the confidence I 
' © repofe in you, Heaven, be affured, will | 
 purfue you with its vengeance.’ The 
knight modeftly replied, ‘I call the holy 
‘ Virgin to witnefs the purity of my in- 
‘ tentions; and may the curfe of God — 
‘ overtake me, if one evil thought dwell in’ 
‘« my foul! Thereupon Blanca mounted — 
behind him in confidence, and Godfrey 
conducted her to Ardenne to his mother, __ 
who received her with the utmoft tender- i" 
nefs, and watched over her as carefully as 
though fhe had been her own born daugh- 
ter. The foit fympathetiofeelings of love 
foon awaked between the hearts of the. a 
youthful knight and the beautiful Blanca: 
the affe€tionate mother and the whole court — 
concurred in wifhing to fee the mutual af 
fection of the noble pair fealed, as foon as at 
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riage. But Godfrey remembered that he : 
had promifed his miftrefs vengeance : he 
therefore left his refidence amid the wed- i 
ding preparations, and repaired to Brabant _ 
to the Countefs Richilda, who was ftill. 
bufied about her fecond choice; but being 
no longer able to obtain the advice of the 
mirror, had never come to a refolution. 

As foon as Godfrey of Ardenne arrived 
at court, his fine perfon drew upon him 
the Countefs’s eyes, and fhe preferred him 
to all the nobles.. He ftyled himfelf the. 
Knight of the Tomb, and this was all fhe. 
had to obje&t to him: fhe wifhed him a 
more agreeable title; for life had ftill fo. 
many charms for her, that the thought of 


-the grave always threw her into a fit of 


fhuddering. She, however, contrived to 
interpret the appellation of the knight of 
Ardenne as referring to the holy fepulchre: | 
fhe fuppofed him to have made a pilgri- 
mage to Jerufalem; and fo, without any 


further enquiry, let him pafs.for Knight 
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of the Holy Sepulchre. After fhe had held 
a council with her heart concerning the 
budding paffion, fhe found Sir Godfrey to 
predominate over all and fingular the er- 
rantry that came and went; and fo fhe fet 
about to entangle him in the deceitful 
mefhes of coquettry. She was well fkilled 
in the art of renovating the charms of 
youth: what was withered fhe laboured 
to conceal, and fhe bufied what was de- 
parted in a delicate fhroud of the fineft 
Bruffels lace. Meantime fhe did not 
fail to make the moft alluring advances 
towards her Endymion. She tried to fpur 
him on by every kind of ftratagem. She 
now put on the ftately robe, richer tham 
Dame Juno is accuftomed to wear on — 
gala-days on the lofty mount Olympus; 
fhe now tripped light as one of the Graces, 






















‘in a feducing difhabille; fometimes fhe 





contrived a téte-a-téte befide a fountain in 


the pleafi ure garden, where marble Naiads 


dafhed, from their urns, a filver ftream in- 


to the capacious bafon; fometimes it was 


L523 % a con- 
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a confidential promenade, arm in arm, be- 

neath the hght of the friendly moon, poured 

through an arch of melancholy yew that 

- over-{pread the walk ; and fometimes fhe 

would try, in the fhady bower, to move 

by her lute the tendereft ftrings in the 

heart of the liftening knight to a kindred 

vibration. 

' One time Godfrey, during a toaaiineis> 

tal interview, haftily clafped her knees in a 

feeming tranfport: ‘ Ceafe,’ faid he, ‘ceafe; 

* cruel fair, to rend my heart by your pow- 

- * erful fpelis, and excite flumbering defires 
* that bewilder my brain: hopelefs love is 

* more bitter far than death.’ Richilda 

raifed him, with a gentle fmile, in her 

fhowy arms, and replied, with foft per- 
fuafiive accent, ‘Why fo defpairing, poor — 

© hopelefs youth: are you too inexpe- 

| © nienced to feel the fympathies of love 

| © that flow towards you, wave after wave, 

| € from my bofom ? Receive then the con- 

‘ fefion from my mouth, fince | the lan- 

} © guage of the heart is a to, 


} ) . you. 
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68 RICHILDA. 
‘ you. What hinders us to unite the for-: 
© tunes of our lives?” © Alas!’ faid God=- 
frey, fighing and preffing Richilda’s velvet! - 
hand to his lips, ‘ your kindnefs tranfports _ 
© me; but you know not the vow by which — 
© I am bound, to receive no wife but from 
‘ my mother’s hand, and not even to quit 

‘ this affectionate parent till I have per= 

‘ formed the laft filial duties, and clofed — 
« her dying eyes. Can you not refolve, dear* 
© miftrefs of my heart, to leave your court, 

‘ and follow me to Ardenne, and make 
‘‘me the happieft of mankind ??—The — 
Countefs took little time to confider ; fhe 











did not indeed much relifh the propofal of 
quitting Brabant, and leaft of all the mo- 
ther-in-law, whom fhe confidered asa burs 
thenfome appendage ;—but love oretnaae . 
all things. tent 24 » § 
The bridal proceffion was got ready in | 
oreat hafte ; the perfons to attend her were — 
appointed, and Sambul the phyfician, beard- 
- ate without ears as he was, paraded 
among 









—_ 


se “a —_ « «€£e 


RICHILDA 64 


among the train. The fly Richilda had | 
taken off his fetters, and gracioufly reftored 


him to the rank of a favourite, for he 


hoped by his help, in good time, tomake out © 


a paffport for the worthy old lady to hea- “Sh 
ven, and then to return with herhufbandto _ | 


Brabant. The venerable matron received 
her fon and fuppofed daughter with courtly 
euquette. She feemed highly to approve 
the choice of the Knight of the Tomb, and 
every means to. haften the nuptials were 
put in practice. The happy day arrived, 


_ and dame Richilda, habited like the queen | 


of the fairies, moved into the faloon 
where the ceremony was to be performed, 
ardently wifhing that the hours had wings. 
Meantime a page entered, and whifpered 


fomething into the bridegroom’s ear with 


a fufpicious air. Godfrey clafped his hands 
together in feeming horror, and faid aloud, 
“ Haplefs youth! who fhall open the dance 
€ with thee on thy nuptial day, now a blood- 

€ thirfty hand has murdered thy bride?’ 


Hie then turned to the Countefs, and faid, 


‘ “cae. 
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‘ Know, beautiful Richilda, thatI had given 
‘ a dower to twelve virgins, who were to 
* advance to the wedding altar along with — 
© us; and the faireft among them has been 
“ murdered, out of jealoufy, by an unna- 
* tural mother: fay what punifhment this 
© fhocking crime demands ? Richilda, 
chagrined at an accident that feemed to delay 
her wifhes, or at leaft to caft a gloom over 
the aufpicious day, faid with difpleafure, 
* Oh, frightful deed! the cruel mother :de- 
* ferves, in the place of her fhe has mur- 
* dered, to open the bridal dance with the 
“unhappy youth in red-hot iron ‘thoes. 
‘ This would be balm for the wounds of 
© his heart; for revenge, like love, is fweet,’ 
* Amen! a righteous fentence,’ returned 
Godfrey, ‘ fo be it!’"—The whole court 
applauded the Countefs’s jutt judasiane: . 
and the witlings prefumed to declare, 
one and all, that the queen who went. 
‘to Solomon for a cargo of wifdom, 
could, not. acta Seppe a oe de- 
scree. | | oa 
ee ee + In 
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In.a moment the lofty folding-doors of 
the neighbouring apartment, where the altar x, 
was erected, flew open ; there appeared the © 
female angel, the beautiful Blanca, attired 
in wedding robes; as fhe leaned upon one 
of the twelve virgins, fhe looked at me | 
terrible ftep-mother, but caft down her 
eyes immediately. Richilda’s blood ftopped 
in her veins;—fhe fank to the eround, as 
» if ftruack with lightening—a cloud over- 
_ fpread her fenfes—and there fhe lay, 
;  motionlefs and ftiff. But ‘the fmelline- 
| bottles of the ladies of sthescbutt quickly 
as poured fuch a fhower of fpirit of lavender 
over her, that her vital fpirits collected 
themfelves again, fore againft her will. 
_ Then the Knight of the Tomb addreffed a 
_ fermon to her, of which every word cut her 
to the foul; after which he ed the sbeau- 
tiful Blanca to the aluar, where the bifhop, 
in his lawn fleeves, joined the charming 
pair, together with the twelve apportioned 
}  -Wirgins and their lovers. 

_ « The-ceremony being ended, shue-welitse 
b- bridal 









2m =<RiCH PE Dae 
bridal train moved into the ball-room. The 
blackfmith dwarfs had in the mean time 
forged, with great fpeed and dexterity, a 
pair of fhoes of burnifhed fteel: they now 
carried them to the hearth, fhovelled up the : 
coals, and heated the fhining flippers to — 
a bright cherry red. Then Gunzelin, the 
{tout Gafcon knight, came forward to open — 
the ball with the viper; and, though fhe 
earneftly declined the honour, neither 
prayers nor ftruggles were of. the leaft ayail. 
He took her up in his finewy arms, the 
dwarfs fitted on the glowing fhoes, and Gun- © 
zelin fkimmed her fo rapidly along the 
floor, that the boards hiffed as fhe moved 
on, and her delicate feet were fo well finged _ 
as never afterwards to be troubled with 
‘corns; meantime the muficians, blew fo 
loud a blaft with their horns, that all her — 
wailing and weeping was drowned by the _ 
boifterous tune. After many a cut and © 
caper, the nimble knight tured his 
_ partner, who had never danced fo warm 
) hornpipe spies: clear out of the room 
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CHRONICLES OF 
THE THREE SISTERS, 


BOOK THE FIRST. 


HERE wasarich and noble Rus. 

who fquandered away his money and 
eftates, his goods and chattels: he lived — 
— jikea prince, kept open houfe every d 
and all day long. Whofoever fent in his j 
name, knight or fquire, whether of high | 
or low degree, was feafted and entert ined 
for three fucceffive days ; and. all his 
guefts were fure to go light-hearted - aw. 
_ He was fond of chefs and hazard; | 
court fwarmed with comely and high- Y 
pages, befides footmen and attendants. n 
gorgeous livery; his ftud was filled with 
choice horfes, and his kennels with: Ww ell- 
‘bred hounds. All this extravagaaee melt 
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chanted. Many atravellerwasknowntohave 
been bewildered in it, and fome had never | 
returned, having either been ftrangled by 
malignant gnomes, or torn in pieces by wild 
beafts. The Baron had neither faith nor fear 
of invifible powers; he went on boldly, 
croffing hill and dale, and forcing his way 
through bufhes and thickets, but could ftart — 
no game. Finding himfelf weary, he fate 
down under a fpacious oak, took a few cold 
potatoes and a little falt out of his’ hunt- 
ing-pouch, with the intention of eating his 
dinner here. Before he fell to, he chanced 
to lift up his eyes, when, behold, he faw 
a monftrous bear ftalking towards him, 
-'The Baron fhuddered at the fight: he 
could not fly, and he was not provided — 
with weapons for bear-hunting. In his — 
diftref§ he took his hunting-fpear in his 
hand, and fet himfelf in a pofture of de- 
fence. The monfter advanced ftill nearer 5, 
but at laft ftopped fhort, and growled out — 
intelligibly the following falutation: © ‘So, | 
« thou art. ay my honey - tree, 

£ © audacious 
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€ audacious robber | but be affured thy life 


‘ fhall pay for thy infolence,’ — ‘ Pray 
‘ do not eat me, Mr. Bear; I have no in- 
¢ tention of ftealing your honey: I am no 
thief, but a true and honourable knight. 
¢ If your appetite is keen, take pot-luck, 
‘ I pray you, and be my gueft to-day.’ 
He then difhed his potatoes in his cap, 
and politely handed them towards the bear. 
But the beaft difdained the Baron’s fare, and 
growled again, in great wrath, ‘Do not 
‘ think to:redeem thy life at fo poor a 
€ purchafe; but promife me thy eldeft 
¢ daughter, Wulfilda, to wife this inftant, 
€¢ elfe I will eat thee up.’ The Baron, in 
the anguifh of his diftrefs, would have 
promifed the amorous bear his three daugh- 
ters, with his wife into the bargain, had he 


-defired them,--for neceflity, you know, has 


no law. ‘She fhall be yours, Sir Bear,’ 


_faid the hunter, who now began to recover 


himfelf; ¢« but only under this condition, 
* that you ranfom and fetch her home, ac- 


i. cording to the country’s cuftom.”. ‘A 


E 3 * bargain, 
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* bargain, give me your hand,’ replied | 
the bear, and held out his fhaggy paw: — 
‘in feven days will I ranfom and carry — 
“home my fpoufe. The fum fhall be - 
‘an hundred pounds weight of gold, 

‘ Agreed, with all my heart,’ returned the 
Baron. They then parted in peace; the 
bear ftalked back to his den, the Baron 
made hafte out of the terrible wood; and 
he arrived weary and fpiritlefs at his caftle 
by ftar-light. 

- Jt muft be obferved that a bear, elise? 
ble of {peaking and aéting reafonably, can 
never be a natural bear, but muft needs 
be enchanted. The Baron did not fail to 
make this remark: therefore thinking 
he could outwit his fhagey fon-in-law, — 
he determined to fortify himfelf fo ftrongly — 

im his caftle that the bear fhould not be 

able to get in, when he came, at the ap+ 
pointed time, to fetch his bride. * AL 
* though,’ faid he to himfelf, ‘an ail 
© bear may have the faculty of reafoning 
. and ee he is ilar a —- | . 
‘ and. 
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© and muft have all the qualities of a na- 


« tural bear. He will not, for inftance, be 
© able to fly likea bird, or like a ghoft pop 
“ through a key-hole or glide through 
© the eye of a needle.’ Next day he re- 


lated the. adventure in the wood to, the 


Baronefs and the young ladies. Mifs Wul- 
fiida fainted away in horror, as foon as 
fhe heard fhe was to be wedded to a fright- 
ful bear; the mother wrung her hands, and 
the fifters fobbed and wept from fear and 
fympathy. Papa, however, went out, fur- 
veyed the caftle-walls and moat, tried the 
locks and bolts of the iron door, let down 
the draw-bridge, and ftepped up all the 
avenues. He then mounted to the watch- 
tower, where he found a fecret room un-— 
der the roof; here he fhut up the young 
lady, who tore her hair, and almott wept 
out her azure eyes. 

Six days had paffed, and the feventh was 
dawning, when, behold, a loud noife was 
heard towards the wood, as if an army of 


-favages had been approaching with’ their 


K 4 war-_ 
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war-whoops. The whips cracked, the hewns | 
blew, the horfes pranced, the wheels rats 
tled. A fumptuous ftate-coach, furrounded 
with horfe-guards, rolled forwards acrofs the 
lawn towards the caftle. All the bolts ftarted - 
back, the gate flew open, the draw-bridge 
fell; a young prince, fair as the day, ftep- 
ped out of the coach, clad in velvet and 
fattin; round his ‘neck he wore a triple 
chain of gold; his hat was bound with a o| 
ftring of pearls and dazzling diamonds, and 
the button that fixed the plume would 
have been cheap at a dukedom. He flew 
as quick as lightning or whirlwind up ~ 
the winding ftair-cafe, and in a moment 
the sifcighsed bride was feen Tee 
in his arms. 16 
The noife roufed the Baron Pt: hie. 
iain nap: he opened the window of | 
his chamber; and on feeing horfes and 
chariots, knights and horfemen, in the court, 
and his daughter in the arms of a ftranger, 
‘who was lifting her into the coach, and 
the train ready to go out at the cafe 
ae ae des. 
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‘tle-gate, a pang pierced his heart through 


and through, and he fet up a loud lamen- 
tation—* Adieu, my daughter dear ! fare- 
€ well, thou Bruin’s bride !? —Woulfilda, 


hearing her father’s voice, waved her hand- 


kerchief out at the coach-window, as a fig- 
nal of her laft farewell. soy 

‘The old people were thunder-ftruck at 
the lofs of their daughter : they looked rue- 
fully at each other without fpeaking. Ma- 
ma would not believe her eyes; and con- 


cluding the carrying away was all illufion 


and deceit, fhe feized the bundle of keys, 
opened the fecret chamber, but found nei- 
ther her daughter nor any of her things, 


But there lay on the table a filver key, 


which fhe took up: looking through a 
chink in the wall, fhe faw a cloud of duft 
rife towards the eaft, and heard the tumult 
and fhouting of the bridal pomp as far as 


the entrance of the wood. She defcended 


in forrow from the tower, put on mourning 


apparel, covered her head with afhes, and 


Es wept 
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wings, and flew out of the ftrong box. He 
then ran in debt: the creditors flodiced upon 
_ him in fhoals, an execution was lodged in the 
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hawk. The old jady and her daughters 
again took charge of the kitchen, while 
he traverféd the fields day after day, with 
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wept three live-long days, affifted by her 
hufband and remaining daughters. 

On the fourth day the Baron quitted the 
mourning chamber to breatheva little frefh 
air; when, behold, as he paffed through thé 
court, he perceived a {trong box of ebony, 
clofe locked and heavy to lift. He readily 
euefied the contents; the Baronefs gave 
him the key : he turned the lock, and found 
an hundred weight of gold, all in doubloons, 
and of one coinage. In his joy for this 
windfall, he forgot all his forrow, bought 
















wife andthe mifies, hired fervants, and began 
anew his trade of caroufal and riot, which he 
held on till the laft doubloon made itfelf 














caftle, and every thing fold except an old 
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his hawk on his hand, out of mere liftlefihefs 


and want of fomething to do. 


One day he loofed his hawk: the bird 
rofe high in the air, and would not re- 
turn to its mafter’s hand, though he called 
it eagerly back. The Baron followed its 
flight as faft as he could over the fpacious | 
plain. The bird failed towards the dread- 
ful wood, which the Baron was afraid to 
enter, and fo gave up his faithful bird for 


oft. On a fudden a mighty eagle arofe 


from out of the wood, and purfued the 
hawk, which was no fooner aware of the 
fuperior enemy thari it turned back to its 
matter, inhopes of protection. But the eagle 
darted down like an arrow, grafped the 
Baron’s fhoulder with the powerful talons 
of one foot, and with the other crufhed the 
affectionate falcon to death. The affrighted 
Baron tried to beat off the enraged mon- 
iter with his fpear, sand ftruck and thruft 
hard at the enemy. But the eagle feized 
his weapon, broke it, like a flender reed, 


am two, and then fereamed thefe words 


E 6 aloud 
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c thee at thy word: thou haft two fair 


‘in peace. Her ranfom fhall be two - 
s ump of gold, each one hundred pounds — 
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aloud into his ear: * How dareft thon, 
‘ bold intruder, difturb my range of air 
‘ with thy fport? Thou fhalt pay for the — 
* outrage with thy life !’—This addrefs led 
the Baron to conjecture what fort of an 
adventure he had now fallen upon. ‘ Gent> 
‘ ly, good Mr. Eagle, gently, I pray yous 
‘ do not fqueeze my fhoulder fo hard: — 
‘ what have I done to you?: My hawk 
‘ has fuffered the punifhment of his rafh- 
*nefs: I give him up to you;) fatisfy 

* your appetite.’ ‘ No,.no,’ rejoined, the ea 
gle, ‘to-day I have longed for human flefhj — 
‘and thcu feemeft a fat and dainty mdr 
« fel.’ —* Ah, fpare me!’ cried the Bae 
ron, in diftrefs, ‘fpare me, I pray. Afk 
‘ what you will of me, and your demand 
« fhall be fatisfied, only fpare my. life? 
—‘ Good!’ refumed the bird; ‘I take 































‘ daughters, and I need a wife—promife 
* me thy Adelheid, and I will let thee go 
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* weight. In feven weeks I fetch my 
* darling home.’—On this he mounted 
aloft, and difappeared among the clouds. 

In diftrefs every thing lofes its value. 
When the father faw the traffic of his 
daughters bring fuch ample profit, he 
refted himfelf content with the wafte of 
his family. This time he returned chear- 
ful to the caftle, and took no notice of his 
adventure, partly to fave himfelf the re- 
proaches of his wife, and partly left he 
fhould make heavy his daughter’s heart 
before the time. To keep up appearances 
he lamented the lofs of his hawk, which, as 
he pretended, had gone beyond its know- 
ledge, and came back no more, 

Mifs Adelheid was the beft fpinftrefs in 
the country; fhe was alfo a fkilful wea~ 
ver, and had juft then taken from the 
loom a piece of coftly linen, as fine as 
the fineft muflin, which the fet to bleach 
on a green grafs-plat near the caftle.. Six 
weeks and fix days had pafled before the 
fair fpinftrefs had any apprehenfion of her 

= fate, 
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fate, though the father, who grew fomes 
what fad at this period, gave her many 
a dark hint, and would often relate dreams 
that renewed the memory of Wulfilda, 
who had now been long forgotten. Adel- 
heid had a light and airy difpofition: the 
imagined heavy, hypochondriacal blood 
produced thefe moping fancies in her father. 
She tripped nimbly to her bleach-ground 
on the dawn of the appointed day, and 
ftretched out her linen that it might im- 
bibe the morning dew. When fhe had ar- 
ranged her bleaching-piece, and was look- 
ing round about her, fhe faw a*gallant — 
train of {quires and knights approaching: 
fhe had not yet dreffed her head, fhe 
therefore crouched behindaclump of fweet- 
briars, which was now in full, blow, juft 
raifing her head fo as to view the -ftately 
cavalcade. The faireft knight among 
the train, a flender young man, with his — 
vizor up, fprung from his horfe, and 
came towards the bufhes, faying in 
a gentle voice: ‘I fee, I feek thee, my 
« Jove; ah, do not hide thyfelf: come, 

* mount 
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* mount up behind me, thou fair Eagle’s 
« bride!’ Adelheid felt fhe knew not 
how as fhe heard this addrefs. The hand- 
fome knight pleafed her well, but the 
addition, Eagle's bride, checked the blood 
inher veins. She funk down on the grafs— 
a cloud overfpread her fenfes; and on re- 
covering fhe found herfelf in the arms of 
the youthful. knight on the road to the 
wood. | . 
Meanwhile mama was getting breakfaft 
ready; and miffing Adelheid, fhe fent her 
youngeft daughter to fee where fhe lin- 
gered. She went out, and did not return. 
The mother, fearing fomethinge amifs, 
would go to fee herfelf why her daugh- 
ters ftayed fo long. She went out, and 
came not back.—Papa perceives what had 
happened, his heart knocked hard in his bo- 
fom, and out he flunk towards the bleach-~ 
field, where the’ miother and daughter 
were ftill feeking Adelheid, and piteoufly 
calling her by name. He joined the cry, 
though he well knew fearch and vocifera- 


tion 
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tion were equally ufelefs. He chanced t6— 
pafs by the clump of fweet-briars, where 
he perceived fomething glitter: upon 
clofer examination, this fomething proved 
to be two golden eges, each weighing an 
hundred pounds. Hecould now no longer 
refift his defire to communicate the adven- 
ture tothe mother. ‘Thou fcandalous feller 
© of fouls!’ exclaimed fhe, ‘ thou mur- 
‘ derer, and not father! Canft thou’ then 
« facrifice thy own flefh and blood to Mo- 
“ joch for filthy gain?? The Baron, at — 
other times but a poor orator, now made 
an able defence, pleading in excufe the 
imminent danger that threatened his life. ni 
But the inconfolable mother ftill uttered 
the bittereft reproaches. He _ therefore 
had recourfe to the fovereign remedy in all 
cafes of conjugal altercation—he obferved 
a profound filence, and fuffered the lady 
to proceed till fhe was tired. Meanwhile he 
‘made fure of the brace of eggs, rolling 
them quietly on before him towards the 
caftle. He then mourned with his family 
ely | for 
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for three days, for the fake of appearances, 
being all the while intent only upon renew- 
ing his former courfe of life. 

The caftle foon became once more the 
manfion of joy, the rendezvous of glut- 
tons and epicures. Balls, tournaments, and 
fumptuous feafts, took each their turn from 
day today. Mifs Bertha fhone amid her fa- 
ther’s court; in the eyes of the ftately 
knights, like the moon over the head 
of the fentimental rambler, in a clear fum-= 
mer’s night. It was her office to diftri- 
bute the prize in the rencontres of the 
knights, and fhe opened the dance every 
evening with the victor. The Baron’s hof- 
pitality and Mifs Bertha’s beauty attracted 
the moft diftinguifhed knights from 
remote countries, Numbers aimed to cap- 
tivate the heart of the fair heirefs, but 
among fo many wooers it was hard to fix, 


Pr for another ftill fucceeded, and another, 


fuperior in birth or perfon to all the pre- 
ceding.. Hence the beautiful Bertha was — 
fo long in picking and choofing, that the 

golden 
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golden eggs, for -the Baron had never 
fpared the file, were brought down to the 
fize of hazel-nuts. The family finances fell — 
back again into their former perplexity: the 
tournaments were difcontinued, the knights 
fda te Wola and {quires gradually difappeared, and the 
Guar caftle again affumed the appearance of an 
“Bian meee hermitage. The Baron and his houfhold 
were again reduced to their potatoe diet. 
He ranged the fields in ill humour, . 
wifhing heartily for a new adventure, but 
met with none, for he was afraid to enter 
the enchanted foreft. + Sates 
One day he purfued a covey of pa- 
tridges clofe to the fide of the difmal 
place, and though he durft not venture 
in, he followed the fence a good way along; 
and came at laft to a great fifh-pool, 
which he had never feen before, Within 
the cryftal water he perceived © trouts 
innumerable: and congratulated himfelf 
highly on the difcovety. The pool had a 
perfectly unfufpicious afpeét, fo he hied 
him home, mended one of his old nets, 
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and next morning punctually appeared by 
the pool-fide, with an intention to caft. 
He luckily met with a little boat among 
the reeds, into which he nimbly leaped, 
rowed himfelf ftoutly along the water, and 
threw his net. The firft caft he caught 
more trouts than he could carry ; upon which 
he rowed back to the fhore, well pleafed at 
his fuccefs. About a ftone’s throw from 
the water’s edge the boat was fuddenly 


 thecked as it went full fpeed; it ftuck 


faft and immoveable as though it were 
aground. The Baron imagined he was 
really upon a fhallow, and laboured with 
all his might to get his veffel afloat again, 
but it was to no purpofe. The wa- 
ter at length began to run off on all fides; 
the boat feemed as if fealed to a cliff, 
and appeared gradually to rife above the 
furface of the pool, The inexperienced 
Navigator was ftartled at this phanome- 
non: for though the boat ftuck faft, as if 
it had been fpiked, the pool expanded it- 
felf into a large lake, the waves began to 

roar 
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roar and foam; and he — perceiveds 

with horror and affright, that he and his 

boat were got upon the back of a mon- 
ftrous fifh. The Baron refigned himfelf 

to his fate, waiting in anxious fufpenfe for 

the refult. The fifth fuddenly plunged, and 

left .the boat floating once more, but — 
appeared again in an inftant on the 
furface, and opened a pair of jaws tremen- 

dous as the gates of hell, As he feemed 

about to clofe them upon the poor Baron 

’ and his boat, the following founds were 
heard to iffue from the dufky cavity, as 

from a fubterraneous grotto: ‘ Prefump- 

€ tuous fifherman, what art thou doing 

© here? Doft thou dare to murder my fub= 

* jects? Thy life this inftant thall pay the 

forfeit of thy crime!’ The Baron, from 

his former experience in adventures, knew 

: very well by this time how he had to con- 
| duct himfelf on fuch occafions. He foon 
“recovered from his firft furprize, find- 

ing the fifth was likely to hearken to 
reafon: and replied, with great prefence of 

Be 











mind, ‘I pray you, Mr. Behemoth, 
‘ do not think of violating the laws of 
© hofpitality, nor grudge me a dith of 
‘ fifh out of your pool; my kitchen and 
“ cellar are very much at your fervice, 
€ whenever you will do me the honour 
§ of a vifit.’. ¢ Nay, excufe me,’ faid the 
moniter, ‘ we are not yet upon fuch an 
‘ intimate footing as that implies: art 
‘ thou not acquainted with the right of the 
* ftronger to eat up his weaker neighbour? 
‘ Thou haft been ftealing my fubjects 
© with a view to {wallow them, and there- 


© fore I will fwallow thee this inftant !’ 


The angry fifth here ftretched his jaws ftill 
wider, and feemed intent upon fwallowing 
up veffel, man and moufe, at one mouthful; 
‘ Ah fpare me, fpare my lifé!’ cried the 
Baron, ‘I am but a flender breakfaft for 
‘ your whale’s belly!’ At this piteous ex- 
clamation the huge animal feemed to 
paufe a moment: ‘ Well then,’ faid he 
‘ thou haft, I know, a beautiful daughter ; 
+ promi 
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¢ promife her to me for my wife, and take 
© thy life in return.’ When the Baron heard 
the fith fpeak in this tone— pafs and begone! 
away flew his fears—‘ My daughter, my 
¢ good fir,’ he returned, ‘1s moft perfectly 
¢ at your fervice: there is no refufing one’s 
¢ girl to a fon-in-law of your refpecta- 
¢ ble appearance. Yet you fhould com- | 
¢ ply with the cuftom of the country, and 
« ranfom your wife: now what have you 
“to propofe on this head?’ ‘I poftels 
¢ neither filver nor gold,’ replied the fifh, 
« but there is at the bottom of this pool 
© animmente ftore of pearl-oyfters ; there- 
¢ fore you have only to afk.’ * Very well,’ 
returned the Baron; ‘three buthels of 
¢ fine pearls can never be too much for 
¢ an handfome wife.’ ‘ The pearls are thine, 
¢ ‘and the bride mine,’ concluded the fifh;_ 
¢ in feven months I fetch my fweetheart 
< home,’ On this he lafhed the water vio- 
lently with his tail, and drove the boat 
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The Baron carried his trouts home, had 
them: boiled, and enjoyed the Carthufian 
meal with his wife and the beautiful Ber- 
tha, who little dreamed how dear it was to 
cofther. The moon went on to grow and 
wane ; and by the fixth change the Baron 
had nearly forgotten what had happened. 
But when fhe began to approach to a cir- 
cle the feventh time, the near calamity 


tufhed upon his thoughts, and, to avoid 


being eye-witnefs of it, he quitted his caftle, 
and undertook a little journey into the 
country. In the fultry hour of noon, 
on the day of the full moon, a ftately 
train of horfemen came up to the caftle, 
The Baronefs, furprized at fuch a caval- 
cade, was undetermined whether fhe fhould 
open the gates or not. But when a knight 
fhe well knew announced himfelf, he was 
readily admitted, Hehad often frequented © 
the tournaments of the caftle in the days 
of plenty and feftivity, entered the lifts 
both in jeft and earneft, received many a 

knightly 


knightly prize from the fair Bertha’s hi 
and opened many a dance with her: yet, 
fince the Baron’s change of fortune, hé had 
difappeared along with the reft. The wor- 
thy lady was afhamed, before the noble 
knight and his train, that her poverty pre- 
vented her from offering him any refrefh- 
ment. He, however, addrefied her kindly, 
begging only a draught of frefh water 
from the cool fpring in the rock of the © 
caftle, as he had been ufed to do; for he 
never drank wine, and thence had ‘got the 
name of the Water Knight. ‘The beautie 
ful Bertha, at her mother’s command, haf- 
tened to the fpring, filled a pitcher, and } 
drank to the knight outof a full glafs, which — 
he received from her delicate hand, fetting’ 
it to his mouth at the place her ruby lips — 
had prefied, and pledging her with heart- 
felt joy. The Baronefs, meantime, was 
much diftreffed that fhe could not offer 
her gueft a morfel to bite; but foont res 
epee that fhe had a juicy baci 3 
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ripe in the garden. She immediately hur- 
fied: out, broke the melon off the ftalk, 
laidit upon an earthen plate, and garnifhed 
it, in honour of her gueft, with vine-leaves 
and fweet-fmelling flowers. On her re- 
turn from the garden fhe found the court- 
yard filent and empty; not an horfe or 
rider could fhe fee there: In the-chamber 
there was neither knight nor fquire. She 
called out Bertha, but in vain ;—fhe fearch- 
ed the whole houfe, but no Bertha was there. 
There ftood three new facks in the anti- 
chamber, which fhe had overlooked in her 
firft alarm ; they felt as if they were full of 
peafe: but her affliction did not permit her 
to examine them more nicely. She now 
refigned herfelf altogether to her diftrefs, 
and lamented aloud till evening, when her: 
hufband -returned, and found her in this 


melancholy fituation. She could not, how- 


ever defirous fhe might have been, con- 
ceal from him the adventure of the day. 
She dreaded his reproaches for admitting 
Von. I, F a ftrange 
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a ftrange knight into the caftle. But the 
Baron affectionately confoled her, and 
only enquired after the facks of peafe; he 
then went out to furvey them, and brought 
ene and opened it before her. How great 
was the amazement of the afflicted Baro- 
nels, at feeing pearls, and nothing but 
pearls, roll out, fas large as garden “peale, 
perfectly round, fkilfully bored, and of the 
beft water! She perceived clearly that the 
ravifher of her daughter had paid a pearl for 
every maternal tear: hence fhe drew a 
very favourable conclufion as to his wealth 
and {tation ; and confoled herfelf with the 
reflection, that this fon-in-law was. no: mon- 
fier, but a courteous knight—a foothing 
idea, of which the Baron was careful not 

to bereave her. | 
The parents had now indeed loft all 
their beautiful daughters, but they were 
in poffeffion of _inexhauftible treafures. 
The Baron foon turned part of them into 
current coin. From morning till night 
| ~ the 
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the caftle fwarmed with merchants and 
Jews, who crowded to treat for the coftly 
pearls. The Baron redeemed his cities, 
Jet out the caftle near the wood to a vafial, 
removed to his former place of refidence, 
re-eftablifhed his court, and lived no more 
as a fpendthrift, but as a careful cecono- 
miift, for he had now no other daughter to 
barter. The noble pair found themfelves 
perfe€tly at eafe in their circumttances ; 
only the Baronefs could never be com- 
forted for the lofs of her daughters: fhe 
conftantly wore mourning, and appeared 
always dejected. She hoped, for a time, 
to fee her Bertha, with the pearl knight, 
once more; and-whenever a ftranger was 
announced, fhe had expectations of recogni- 
zing in him her returning fon-in-law. The 
Baron could no longer find in his heart 
to feed her with deceitful hopes. In the 
confidential bed-chamber, where fo many 
hufbands’ fecrets tranfpire, he difclofed to 
her, that this illuftrious fon-in-law was no 

F 2 other 
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other than a monftrous fifh. ¢ Alas !? fighed 
the Baronefs, ‘ unlucky mother that I 
‘am! Have I borne children, only that 
« they might become the prey of frightful 
* monfters ? Ah! what avails all earthly | 
 profperity, and treafures without end, 
© to achildlefs mother?’ ‘ My dear wife,’ 
replied the Baron, ‘ endeavour to confole 

_ © yourfelf: what has happened has happen- — 
* ed; if it depended only on me, you fhould 
‘not want for the bleffing of children.’ 
The Baronefs took this expreffion to heart ; 
fhe fuppofed her hufband meant to re- 
proach her for being old and fruitlefs, for — 
he himfelf was yet a ftout and vigorous 
man. This idea diftreffed her fo much, 

that the became quite difconfolate ; and no 
vifitor could now have proved half fo wel- 
come to her as death, | 


BOOK 
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Al. Lu ~- the maidens in waiting, and 
about the court, were much affected 
by the forrow of their lady; they wept 
and lammented along with her, and at 
times tried to charm her fpirits with mufic 
and finging: but her heart -was dead to 
enjoyment. Every female that approach- 
ed her propofed fome plan for laying 
the ghoit of melancholy; yet they all 
failed to leffen the forrow of the Baronefs. 
The damfel to whofe care the wafh- 
hand-bafon was committed was diftin- 
guifhed above her fellows for fenfe and fe- 
datenefs. Per miftrefs confidered her with 
great regard; for fhe had a fympathifing 
heart, and her lady’s forrow had drawn 
many a tear fromher eyes. That fhe might 
not 2ppear forward, fhe had hitherto kept 
filences buat could now no longer refift the 
interna] imnpulfe to propofe her advice alfo. 
* Gracious lady,’ fhe began, ‘ would you 

aes EN « but 








rez Tue THREE SISTERS. 


‘ but hften to me, I could put you in a 
‘ way to heal the wounds of your heart.’ 
The Baronefs defired her to fay on : ‘ Not 
‘ far then,’ fhe refumed, ‘ from your re- 
‘ fidence there dwells a pious hermit in 
‘ a gloomy cavern of the rock; many a 
‘ pilgrim has recourfe to him in his necef- 
‘ fity: fuppofe you alfo were to feek confo- 
‘ Jation and affiftance from the holy man; 
‘ his prayers will at leaft reftore peace to’ 
* your bofom.’ The Baronefs was pleafed 
with the propofal : fhe clad herfelf in a pil- 
grim’s habit, walked to thé pious hermit, 
opened to him her diftrefs, prefented a ro- 
fary of pearls, and begged his blefiing ; 
which was fo efficacious, that, before a year 
had paffed away, the Baronefs was difen- 
cumbered of her load of forrow and afflic- 
tion-by the birth of a fine boy. 

Great was the joy of the parents upon 
the arrival of this fair fruit of the autumn 
of their age. The whole barony was con- 
verted into a fcene of exultation, rejoic- 


ings, 








BOO K It 103 


ings, and jubilee, for the birth of an heir. 
The father named him Rinaldo, the Son 
of Wonder. The boy was beautiful as 
Love himfelf: and with fuch care was 
his education conducted, that you would. 
have fuppofed the dawn of the philan- 
thropic method * had already appeared. 
He grew rapidly up, the joy of his father, 
and the confolation of his mother, who ° 
‘guarded him as the apple of her eye. 
Though he was the darling of her heart, 
fhe did not lofe the memory of her three 
daughters. Often, as fhe preffed the little 
{miling Rinaldo in her arms, a tear would 
drop upon his cheek ; and when the dear 
boy grew up, he would forrowfully afk, 
‘ My good mother, why weepeft thou ? 

* This alludes to the attempts of Campe, Salz- 
man, and many other writers of diftincion in Ger- 
_ many, to render education more conformable to the 
purpofes of life, and fave that enormous wafte of time 
which is now made, in mere blind compliance with 


the wife inftitutions of our barbarian and femi- 
barbarian anceftors.——T. 


F 4. But 
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But fhe carefully fuppreffed the occafion 
of her fecret, forrow, and, befides the 
Baron, none elfe knew whither the three 
young ladies had vanifhed. Many a fpe- — 
culative head pretended that they had been 
carried off by knights-errant, a difafter 
not unufual in thofe days: others main- 
tained that they were immured in a cloif- 
ter: others had feen them in the train of 
the queen of Burgundy, or the countefs.of 
Flanders. But Rinaldo at laft, by a thou- 
fand coaxing arts, wound the fecret from 
his mother: fhe told him the adventure 
of his three fifters in all its circumftances, 
and he laid up every fyllable of the won- 
derful ftory in his heart. He felt no other 
with but to be of age fit to bear arms, 
that he might fally forth, feek his fitters in 
the enchanted foreft, and break the fpell 
that held them there. As foon as he was 
dubbed knight he afked his father’s per- 
miffion to make a campaign, as he pre- 


tended, in Flanders. The Baron was re- 
joiced 
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joiced at the knightly courage of his fon, - 
furnifhed him with armour and horfes, 
fquires, and fervants to carry his baggage, 
and difmiffed him with his bleffing, not- 
withftanding the mother’s unwillingnefs to ~ 
confent to his departure. 

Scarce had the young knight turned 
his back upon his native place, when. he 
quitted the high road, and trotted, full of 
romantic courage, to the caftle near the 
wood, where he was honourably enter- 
tained by his father’s vaffal. Early in the 
morning, while every thing in the caftle 
was funk in deep fleep, he faddled his 
horfe, left his train behind, and galloped, 
brimful of youth and fire, to the. en- 
chanted foreft. The deeper he penetrated 
into it, the thicker it became, and the 
fteep rocks re-echoed the louder to his 


horfe’s hoofs. All around him was wafte 


and wild: the trees feemed, by growing 
clofe to one another, in compaffion to op- 
pofe the paffage of the young adventurer. 
He difmounted, left his horfe to graze, 

Fos | cut 
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cut a road through the foreft with his 
{word, clambered up precipices, and flid- 
ed down into chafms. After much toil he 
arrived at a winding valley, watered by a 
cryftal brook. Following the windings, 
he faw at a diftance the capacious 
jaws of a fubterraneous cavern, in the 
front of which fomething that had an 
appearance of the human figure feemed 
to ftir, The undaunted boy at this fight 
redoubled his fteps, made his way among 
the trees, and peeping between the lofty 
oaks oppofite the grot, perceived a young 
lady fitting in the grafs, nurfing a little 
fhapelefs cub in her lap, while a full- 
grown bear {ported around her, fome- 
times f{tanding on his hind legs and dane- 
ing, and every now and then making ridi- 
culous grimaces and tumbles, by which the 
lady feemed to be highly amufed. He was 
not aware of the ftranger, and went his way. 
When Wulfilda approached her brother, 
Rinaldo knew, from his mother’s defcrip- 
tion, that the lady was his fitter Wulfilda: — 

he 
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he haftily fprung from his lurking-place, in 
order to difcover himfelf. But as foon as 
fhe was aware of the young man, fhe 
gave a loud fhriek, threw the young bear 
into the grafs, moved haftily forward to- 
wards him as he approached; and cried 
out with a forrowful voice, and with appa- 
rent anxiety, ‘ What ill-fated ftar leads 
* thee into this wood, inconfiderate young 
“man? Here dwells a wild bear, who 
‘ devours every human creature that ap- 


* proaches his den; fly, and fave thyfelf |’ 


Fle bowed refpectfully before the beauti- 
ful dame, and anfwered, ‘ Be not afraid, 
* charming lady, I know this foreft and all 
‘ its adventures; and am come hither to 
‘ break the fpell which holds. you here in 
* captivity.’ ‘ Simpleton!’ faid the, ‘ who 
* art thou, that dareft adventure to break 
‘ this mighty fpell, and how canft thou ac- 
* complifh it ??--‘ With this arm, and by 
* this fword. J am Rinaldo, furnamed the 
* Son of Wonder: my father isthe Baron, 
‘ whom this wood has robbed of three 

BGs; * fair 
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« fair daughters. Art not thou Wulfilda, 
‘ his firft-born ?? This fpeech amazed the 
lady {till more, and fhe confidered the 
young man with filent admiration. He 
made ufe of this paufe to identify himfelf 
by fo many family particulars, that fhe 
could no longer doubt that Rinaldo was 
her brother. She embraced him tenderly, 
but her knees trembled on account of the 
imminent danger that threatened his life. — 

She carried her beloved gueft into the 
cavern, and fought a corner to lodge him, 
In the wide and dufky cavity lay an heap 
of mofs, which ferved the bear and his 
cub to lie upon; oppofite ftood a fump- 
tuous bed, with hangings of red damafk, 
for the lady. Rinaldo. was forced to ac- 
commodate himfelf under the bed, and - 
abide his fate there. All noife and mo- 
tion were forbidden him under penalty of 
death: his anxious fifter gave him ftrong 
injunGtions neither to cough nor fneeze. 
_ Scarce had the adventurer got into his 

place of refuge, when the dreadful bear 
came 
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came growling into the cavern, and fnuffed 


all round with his bloody fnout. He 
had winded the noble fteed belonging to 
the knight, and juft devoured him. Wul- 
filda fate upon her ftate-bed, as uneafy as 
if fhe had been upon burning coals. Her 
heart was oppreffed and faint, for fhe per- 
ceived her lord and mafter was in his 
bearifh humour, probably being aware 
of the ftranger in his den. She did 
not therefore ceafe careffing him; fhe 
ftroaked his back gently down, and rub- 
bed his ears with her velvet hand; but the 
intractable beaft paid {mall attention to 
her careffles. ‘I {mell human flefh!’ mur- 
mured the ravenous creature from his ca- 


‘pacious throat. ° My dear Bear,’ faid the 


lady, ‘thou art fadly miftaken: how 1s it 
‘ poffible that a man fhould come inte 
‘ this dreary defert?—‘I fcent human 
* flefh ! repeated the bear, and peeped 
about the bed of his fpoufe. Here the 
knight felt rather uncomfortably ; a cold 
fweat, in fpite of his courage, broke out 

. on 
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on his forehead: extreme neceffity, how- 
ever, made the lady bold and refolute. 
‘ Friend Bear,’ faid -fhe, £ you begin to 

‘ grow troublefome ; away from my place 
€ of repofe !—hence, or dread my anger!’ 
The fnouted animal troubled himfelf very 
little about this threat, but went on fnuf- 
fing about the hangings. Neverthelefs, 
bear as he was, he was ftill under his 
fpoufe’s fhoe: as he aimed to- wedge 
his thick jaws under the bed, .Wulfilda 
took courage, and gave him fo home a 


thruft in the loins, that he crept away in 


great humility to his ftraw, laid hinafelf 
down, and fet to fuck his paws and lick 
his cub, growling all the while. Soon af 
terwards he fell afleep, and fnored away 


like a bear. Hearing this, the’ tender — 


fifter refrefhed her brother with a glafs 


of fack and fome bifcuit, defiring him 


to be of good cheer, for now the chief 
danger was over. Rinaldo was fo weary 
from his adventure, that he foon fell into 


a deep fleep, and fnored as loud as if he 
: had 
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had been fhoring with the bear his bro- 
ther-in-law for a wager. 

On awaking next morning he found 
himfelf in a gorgeous bed of ftate ; his 
chamber was hung with filken tapeftry ; the 
morning fun peeped like a friend through 
the curtains ; near the bed lay his cloaths 
and knight’s armour, on ftools covered 
with velvet: there was alfo befide him a 
filver bell to fummon the fervants. Ri- 
naldo had no comprehenfion how he had 
been tranflated out of a dreary cavern into 
a fumptuous palace; and was in doubt 
whether he was now dreaming, or had 
dreamed before of the adventure in the 
wood. To folve the difficulty ~the beft 
Way was to ring the bell. A footman in 
fplendid livery came to enquire what 


- he would pleafe to have, and mention- 


ed that his fifter Whulfilda and Albert 
the Bear were expecting him with impa- 
tience. The young Baron was more and 
more overwhelmed with aftonifhment. | 
Though he was overtaken with a fir of 
-fhivering © 
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fhivering at the mention of the bear, he 
drefied himfelf quickly, walked into the 
anti-chamber, where he found noble 
pages, valets, and livery fervants in wait- 
ing, and proceeded, with a train at his 
heels, through a feries of ftate-cham- 
bers and anti-chambers, to the audience- 
room, where his fifter received him with | 
the dignity of a princefs. She had be- 
fide her two charming children, a prince 
feven years of age, and a girl not yet out 
of leading-ftrings. A moment after- 
wards came in Albert the Bear, who had 
now laid afide his frightful fhaggy ap- 
pearance, as well as all the other attributes 
of a bear, and affumed the form of the moft 
amiable prince in the world. Wulfilda 
prefented her brother; and Albert em- 
braced his relation with all the warmth 
of friendfhip and brotherly love. : 
The prince,with all his fubjeéts, had been 
enchanted for fo many days by the malicious 
forcerer; once every week, from the dawn 
of one day to the next, he enjoyed the pri- 


vilege 
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vilege of being releafed from his enchant- 
ment; but as foon as the filver ftars in the 
firmament began to fade, the iron fpell fell 
upon the land along with the morning 
dew: the caftle then changed into a crag- 
gy inacceffible rock, the charming park 
around it into a dreary defert, the fprings 
and cafcades into ftagnant unwholefome 
pools, the owner of the demefne into a 
fhagey bear, the knights and fquires into 
badgers and pole-cats; the maids of ho- 
nour took the fhape of owls and bats, 
moaning and fhrieking all day long. It 
was on a day of difenchantment, and not, 
as happens in common life, of enchantment, 
that Albert carried home his bride. The 
fair Wulfilda, who fer fix days had wept 
over her fate in being married to a fhaggy 
bear, laid afide her forrow on finding her- 
felf on the feventh in the arms of-.a well- 
made and youthful knight, who embraced 
her with fuch affe@tion, and led her into 
a glorious palace, where a fplendid bri- 


dal proceffion waited for her. She was 


received 
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received by beautiful damfels crowned 
with garlands of myrtle, finging and play- 
ing, ftripped of her ruftic drefs, and clad 
in royal robes, ‘Though fhe was far from 
vain, yet fhe could not fupprefs fome feeret 


exultation, when the cryftal mirrors from — 
all fides of the chamber where fhe was 
married, whifpered a thoufand flattering 






things. A fumptuous feaft fucceeded the 
ceremony, and a dazzling bal ia 
clofed the folemnities of the — 


day. The charming bride breathed pe! 

and happinefs amid the fenfations of love, — 
which, according to the chafte manners of : 
our forefathers, -infinuated themfelves, for 








the firft time, on this her wedding-day, 





into her virgin heart; and the repulfive. 


idea of the bear quite vanifhed from 
her fancy. At midnight fhe was con- 


duéted by her hufband to the bridal 
chamber, where all the Loves that 


were painted on the ceiling feemed to 
wave their golden wings for joy, as the 
enamoured pair entered, The fweeteft 

morning 
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morning dream had juft been diffipated ; 
the bride awaked, thinking to roufe her 
hufband out of his fleep with an affec- 
tionate kifs. But what was her furprize, 
when fhe found no hufband by her fide, and 
on drawing the curtain faw herfelf tranf- 
planted into a dufky vault, where the day 
gave her only light enough to perceivea 
frightful bear, looking ruefully towards her 
from a dark corner ! 

‘She funk back on her bed; and fwoon- 
ed away in affright. After a long interval 
fhe came to herfelf, and collected ftrength 
enough to utter a deep {cream, which the 


fhrill voices of an hundred owls returned 


from without. Thefympathifing bear could 
not endure to be a fpectator of this fceneof 
woe: his feelings obliged him to go 
for breath into God’s free air, there to pant 
away his grief and forrow for fo hard a fate. 
So he raifed himfelf heavily from his bed, 
and trotted away growling into the wood, 
whence he did not return till the feventh 
day, juft before his tranfmutation. The fix 

melancholy 
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melancholy days proved years to the incon- 
folable lady. In the bridal feftivity it had 
been forgotten to provide the bedfteads of 
the bride with provifion and refrefhments, 
for the charm had no power over inani- 
mate things immediately in contaé with 
the fair Wulfilda: her hufband, however, 
would be transformed at the appointed 
hour, even when preffed in her embraces. 
The unhappy lady pined away two days in 
the oppreffion of her heart, without thinking 
of food; but at laft nature demanded, with 
loud impatience, the means of preferva- 
tion, and excited a ravenous appetite,which 
drove her out of the hole in fearch of food. 
She took a little water in the hollow of 
her hand, out of the brook that miur- 
mured by, and refrefhed her parched and 
burning lips; fhe plucked fome black- 
berries and hips, and in a ftate of fenfe- 
lefs ftupefaction fwallowed an handful of 
acorns, which fhe had greedily gathered; 
fhe brought back her apron full to the 
hole out of mere mechanical inftinét, for 
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fhe longed for nothing more ardently 
than death. | 

With this wifh in her heart fhe went 
to fleep on the evening of the fixth day, 
and awaked early in the morning in the 
very chamber fhe had entered on her bri- 
dal night. She found every thing juft as the 
had left it, and by her fide the moft beau- 
tiful and affectionate of hufbands, who 
teftified in the moft moving terms his for- 
row for the fad fituation to which his ir- 
refiftible paffion had reduced her; and 
with tears in his eyes begged for forgive- 
nefs. He explained to her the- nature of 


_ the fpell, how every feventh day deftroyed 


its power, and reftored every thing to 


_ its natural form. Wulfilda was touched 


by the tendernefs of her hufband: fhe 
confidered, that that married lot was {till 
a good one, where every feventh day. 
was bright, fince the happieft marriages 
only can boaft of fuch a privilege. She 


- refigned herfelf to her fate, and made her 


Albert the happieft bear under the fun. 
In 
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In order for the future to efcape being 
ftarved in the hole in the wood, fhe took 
care to wear a large pair of pockets when- 
ever fhe fat down to table, and to load them 
with {weetmeats, oranges, and other the 
moit dainty fare. She alfo carefully con- 
cealed the poffet, which was fet in the bed- : 
chamber every night for her lord; and thus 
fhe was fufficiently provided with articles 
from the kitchen and cellar for the period 
of the metamorphofis, She had already 
lived one-and-twenty years in the enchant- 
ed wood, and the length of time had not 
umpaired any of her youthful charms: the 
mutual love of the noble pair was like- 
wife ftill animated by the keennefs of the 
firft powerful inftinét. Mother Nature, 
in defpite of all apparent interruptions, 
every where maintains her rights: even 
inthe enchanted world fhe watches 
over them with great care and ftridtnefs, 
and ftops all the progrefs and gradual 
action of time, while the iin: of 
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this fublunary fcene are withdrawn from 
her fway by the encroachments of en- 
chantment. According to the teftimony 
of holy legends, the pious feven-fleepers ~ 
arofe out of the Roman catacombs, after 
their nap of an hundred years, as freth and 
brifk as they had entered them, and were 
only a fingle night oider. The beautiful 
Wulfilda, according to mother Nature’s 
computation, had advanced but three 
years in the one-and-twenty; fhe was 
therefore ftill in the full bloom of woman’s 
life. Her hufband and the whole enchant- 
ed court were in the fame fituation. 

This was all explained by the princely 
pair to the youthful knicht, during an 
excurfion in the park, under an arbour 
formed by the interwoven branches of 
wild jeffamine and climbing woodbine. 
The happy day paffed but too rapidly 
amid the pomp of a court gala, and re- 
ciprocal indications of friendfhip. After 


dinner came on the drawing-room and — 


play: part of the courtiers walked with 
ae f, the 





th 
‘to 


120 Tue THREE SISTERS. 


the ladies in the park, and amufed them- 
felves with fports and gallantry, till the 
trumpet founded for fupper, which was 
ferved in a gallery lined with mirrors, and 
illuminated by innumerable wax-lights. 
The company eat, drank, and were merry | 
till midnight : Wulfilda, as ufual, ftored 
‘her pockets, and advifed her brother not~ 
to forget his. After the cloth was with- @ 
drawn, Albert grew uneafy, whifpered in 
his wife’s ear, who thereupon took her bro- 
ther afide, and in a mournful voice thus 
addrefled him: ‘ My dear brother, we 
* muft part, the hour of change is at 
« hand, when all the joys of this palace 
‘ will vanifh. Albert is concerned for 
i ia ‘ thee—he fears for thy life; he will not 
ee a © be able to refift the brutal inftin&, which 
aad ‘ will prompt him to . devour thee, 
ee He © fhouldft thou here await the approach- 
(len ries 8 * ing cataftrophe. Leave then this unhap- 
£ py foreft, and never more -return to us.” 
* Alas!’ returned Rinaldo, ‘ 1 cannot leave 
* you; let it be done unto me even ac- 
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* cording to the will of Providence. To 
* feek thee, my fifter, was the purpofe for 
* which I fet out; and now I have found 
© thee, never will I leave this wood with- 
© out thee. Tell me how I may diffolve 
© the powerful fpell.’ * That,’ faid fhe, 
© alas! no mortal can effect.’ Here Al- 
bert joined in the converfation ; and having 
learned the bold defign of the young ad- 
venturer, he preffed him with fo much | 
warmth, and in fuch an engaging manner, 
to defift from his purpofe, that at laft, in 
compliance with the requeft of his brother, 
and the tears and entreaties of his fifter, he 
piebart for his departure. 

- Signor Albert affectionately embraced 
the ‘valiant youth ; and when he had kiffed 
his fifter, and was on the eve of departing, 
Albert produced his pocket-book, and took 
three bear’s briftles out of it, rolled them 
up in a ‘paper, and prefented them to the 
knight, faying jocularly, that’ they might 
ferve as ‘a memorial of his adventure in 
the foreft... © Yet,’ added he ferioully, 
“Vou. I. G ‘do 








1222 Tue THREE SISTERS. 


‘ do not defpife this trifle; fhould you ever 
© be in diftrefs, and want affiftance, rub thefe 
‘ briftles between your hands, and expect 
“the confequence.’—In the court there 
ftood a phaeton and fix, with a number of 
horfemen and attendants. ‘ Adieu, my bro- 
‘ther!’ cried Albert the Bear, as the 
whip cracked: ‘ Adieu, my brother !’ re- 
turned Rinaldo, the Son of Wonder; and 
the carriage rattled over the draw-bridges 
The golden ftars ftill twinkled brught 
from the nocturnal face of the heavens : 
the cavalcade drove full {peed over flocks ~ 
and ftones, up hill and down, through 
woods and wildernefies; meadows and 
fields, without ftop or ftay. After a good 
hour the fky began to turn greyon a 
fudden all the torches went out—Rinaldo 
found himfelf roughly feated on the 
ground, and knew not how it happened, 
The phaeton and fix, with man.and horfe, 
vanifhed; but he perceived by the twilight 
fix black ants gallop away with a nut- 
thell behind them. The undaunted knight 


now 
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mow could eafily explain the adventure : 
he took efpecial care not to tread upon any 
of the ants, waited patiently for fun-rife, 
and as he was ftill within the enchanted 
precincts, he determined to feek for his 
two younger fifters, that he might at leat 
have the fatisfaction of paying them a vifit, 
though he fhould not fucceed in breaking 
the ipell. 

_ For three days he wandered to no pur- 
pofe among thethickets, nor did any adven- 
ture fall in his way. He had juft con- 
fumed the laft remains of a cake brought 
from the table of his brother Albert the 
Bear, when he heard fomething ruftle high 
over his head in the air, juft like a fhip 
in full fail cutting through the waves. He 
looked up, and beheld a mighty eagle de- 
{cending into his neft, which was built on 
a tall tree. Rinaldo was overjoyed at this 
difcovery: he concealed himfelf in the 
brufh-wood, and watched till the eagle 
fhould take wing again. In feven hours 
he quitted theneft, then the youth came 
RE Oe out 
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out into the open air from his hiding-place; 
and called aloud, * Adelheid, my belov- 
“ed fitter, if thou dwelleft on this tall 
‘ oak, anfwer me, I) pray; I am. thy bro-= 


‘ther, Rinaldo, furnamed the Son of — 


‘ Wonder: I am feeking thee,;in hopes 
‘of breaking afunder -the mighty fpell 
‘ which holds thee faft.” . When he had 


done fpeaking, a foft female voice from 


above, as if from the clouds, replied, © If 


G4), 


‘ thou art Rinaldo, the Son of Wonder, — 


< thou art welcome to thy fifter Adelheid: 


‘ make hafte, climb up hich and embrace — 


« the folitary mourner.’ Rejoiced at this 
kind invitation, the knight attempted: to 
clinfb the lofty tree, but in-vain.. Thrice 


he ran round the bole, but it was too | 


thick to grafp, and the loweft boughs too 
high to reach, As he was anxioufly me- 
ditating on the means of afcending, a 
filkken: rope-ladder defcended, by help of 
which he foon reached the airy on the 
furnmit of the tree.: it-was as fpacious and 


as firmly built as a balcony round an . 


2 oak, 
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oak. His fifter was fitting cilioe a ‘ca- 
nopy, covered. without with wax-cloth 


againft the weather, and lined within with 


rofe-coloured fattin. On her lap lay an 


eagle’s egg, which fhe was _carefully | 
hatching. The meeting on both fides was" 


very tender: Adelheid had an exaét ac- 
quaintance with her father’s family affairs ; 
fhe knew that Rinaldo was born after 
fhe. had been | carried away. Edgar the 
Eacle, her hufband, was. enchanted by 
weeks: every feventh week he was free 
from the power of the fpell ; ; in this in- 
terval he had often incog. vifited the court 
of his father-in-law, and brought  in- 
telligence from time to time how dffairs 
ftood at home. Adelheid invited her bro- 
ther to wait till the next change; to which 
he willingly confented, though the term 
was now fix weeks. She. concealed him 
in the hollow of a tree, and fed him dai- 
ly from the magazine under her fofa, 
which was amply fupplied with naval 
ftores ; that is, fuch eee as would 


Gc : keep. 


, > 
tz — a 
_ a ee. eS - ° “= ° ——-— —._ 


“(Prep | tad ’ rr 








12246 Tue THREE, SISTERS. 


keep. She left him with this admo- 
nition: ‘ As thou valueft thy life, keep 
“from Edgar’s eagle-eye. Should he 
‘fee thee, thou art gone; he will tear 
‘ out thy eyes, and eat thy heart, as he yef- 
* terday ferved three of thy fquires, who 
‘were fecking thee in the wood.’ Ri- 
naldo fhuddered at the fate of his fervants, 
promifed to take good care of himfelf, and 
abode in the Patmos * of his hollow tree 
fix long and tedious weeks. He, enjoyed, 
however, the fatisfaGtion of chatting with — 
his fifter whenever the eagle took his 
flight abroad: and*he was abyndantly re- 
compenfed for this trial of patience by fe~ 
ven joyous days. 

He was received with as much candies | 
lity by brother Eagle as he had before 
been by brother Bruin. His caftle, court, 
and all the reft, was here. juft as theres 


* The ifland where St. John the Divine is faid 
to have written his Revelations, as they, by the 
courtefy of common fenfe, are entitled. 





Ne ee Com | n2y 
every day was a feftival, and the time of 
the fatal metamorphofis came on but too 
quick, On the evening of the feventh day, 
Edgar difmiffed his gueft with the tendereft 
embraces: but warned him at the fame 
time not to come near his chace. *£ Shall 
© I,’ faid Rinaldo forrowfully, © part from 
* you for ever, my dear friends? Is it im- 
- pofible to burft the fatal bonds that hold 
* you here in captivity ? Had I an hundred 
* hives to iofe, I would rifque them all to 
* redeem you.’ Edgar affectionately preff- 
ed his hand: ‘Thanks, generous youth, for 
* your love and zeal ; but abandon the rath 


© attempt: it is indeed poffible to break 
© ourenchantment, but you fhall not—muft 


“not try. Whoever makes the experi- 
* ment in-vain lofes his life ; and you fhall 
* not be facrificed for us.’ Rinaldo’s youth- 
ful courage was but the more incited to 
undertake the adventure: his eyes fparkled 


with eagernefs; a ray of fanguine hope 
brightened his cheeks. He preffed his 


brother Edgar to reveal the fecret, and | 
inftruct him how to diffolve the fpell ; but 
G4 Edgar 
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Edgar refufed to ‘gratify him, for fear of 
expofing the life of the gallant youth. “All 
‘I can fay,’ faid he, ‘is, that you mult 
‘ find the key of the charm, if you are to 
‘ fucceed in breaking it. If you are fated to 
‘ be our deliverer, the ftars will fhew you 
‘a road and track to find it; if not, your 
‘ attempt would be folly.’ On this he drew 
out his pocket-book, took three eagle’s - 
plumes from it, and gave them as‘a token 
of remembrance to the knight. When- 
ever he fhould be in diftrefs, he -was to rub 
them between his hands, and await the — 
confequence. ‘They then took a friendly 
leave : Edgar’s fenefchal and courtiers at- | 
tended the beloved ftranger through a long 
walk, planted with afpiring Weymouth — 
pines and yews, as far as the hounds of the ~~ 
chace: and when he had croffed them, . 
they haftily fhut the lattice-door, and re- 


turned nimbly, for the hour of change ap- 


proached. Rinaldo feated himfelf under 


a lime to behold the wonder; the full — 


moon fhone bright and clear: he yet faw 
| the 
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‘the turrets of the caftle rifing above the 
lofty trees : at dawn he was enveloped by 
a thick mift, and as foon as this was dif- 
perfed by the rifing fun, caftle, park, and 
lattice-door had vanifhed ; he found him- 
felf ina dreary defert, on the edge of a 
precipice that verged upon an immea- 
fureable abyfs. | 

The young adventurer looking around 


for.a. way into the vale, difcerned: afar 


off a lake, whofe unruffled  furface 
was filvered o’er by the reflection. of the 
fun. He laboured hard through the en- 
tangled wood all day;. his aim was di- 
rected towards the pool, where he fup- 
pofed his third fifter, Bertha, lived: but. 
the farther he got among the wild buth- 
es and brambles, the more impenetrable 
did he find them.. The lake vanifhed 
from before his eyes, and the hope of 
finding it again. Towards fun-fet, how-. 
ever, he again faw the furface of the wa~. - 
ter glimmering through the trees, and. 
the wood: grew thinner. Yet. he could — 

erage, Tt isenege ahs not. 
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not reach the fhore before the fall of night. 
He pitched his tent in great wearinefs 
under a foreft tree, and did not awake be- 
fore the fun ftood high in the heavens. He 
found himfelf refrefhed by fleep; his 
limbs felt vigorous and ftrong; he fprang 
nimbly up, and walked along the fhore, 
immerfed in fchemes how to get to his 
fifter in the pool. It was in vain that he 
raifed his voice aloud to falute her: ‘ Ber- 
« tha, dear fitter, if thou dwelleft in this pool, 
“anfwer me. I am Rinaldo, furnamed 
*the Son of Wonder. I am feeking 
* thee to break thy fpell, and redeem thee 
“from thy watery prifon.’ He received no 
anfwer but from the refounding echoes 
of the wood. - * My dear fithes,’ he pro- 
ceeded, as fhoals of fpotted trout fwam 
to the fhore, and feemed to gaze at the 


young ftranger, ‘ my dear fifhes, fay to 


“your miftrefs, that her brother is waiting 
“for her on the fhore.’? He fearched his 


pockets for crumbs of bread, and threw 


them into the water, in hopes to bribe the 
9 } 





* father.” He then fplafhed ab 
furioufly, in order to bring the fe ¢a-mon- 
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fifh to bear his meffage to his fifter: but 
the trouts {fnapped at the crumbs, without 
heeding their benefactor further. Rinaldo 
perceived that he was preaching to the 
fifhes in vain, and tried to accomplifh 
his purpofe another way. 


he could fwim like a water-rat ; there- 
fore he teok a fpeedy refolution, doffed 


_ his armour, except his bright {word, which 
hekept in his hand, and plunged boldly, with — 
his waiftcoat of fire-coloured fattin, into the 
waves in fearchof his brother Behemoth, not - 


being able to meet with a boat, as his fa~ 
ther had done before him. ‘ He will not,” 


thinks he, * fwallow me up —— . 


* but fay a civil word firft, as 





fter towards him, and fwung himfelf upon 


the blue waves. into the middle of the 


G. 6. 


As an accom- 


plithed knight, he was expert in allexercifes 5 


_ While his ftrength permitted he pur- -- 
we the watery way without dread,. — 
though: 
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though without meeting any adventure, 
But as he began to tire he looked to- 
wards the fhore, and faw a thin mift af 
cend near him; it feemed to rife from 
a large mafs of ice. He fteered with — 
all his might to take a nearer view of 
the phznomenon, and found a pillar of 
mountain cryftal projecting out of the 
water; it feemed to be hollow,. for there 
arofe out of it a refrefhing: balfamic feent, 
with little curls of vapour, which the — 
wanton breeze fpread over the face of 
the water. ‘The adventurous fwimmer 
conjectured that. this might be the chim- — 
ney: belonging to the fubterraneous dwel- 
ling of his fifter; he therefore ventured 
down it—in fact; he was not miftaken 
 invhis conjecture. The chimney led im- 
mediately into the bed-chamber of the 
beautiful Bertha, who was juft then, in — 
an elegant morning difhabille, employed — 
in boiling her chocolate over a little fire of 
red: faridal wood, On hearing the noife, 
cand icin a pair of men’s legs come dang- 
ling 
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ling down the flue, ‘the lady’s animal 
fpirits were fo overcome, that the over= 
turned the chocolate-pot in affright, and 


then fainted away in her elbow-chair. ; bt 


Rinaldo fhook her till the came to her= | 


felf—when a little recovered, fhe cried 
in a low voice, ‘Unfortunate man, who- 
‘ever thou art, how durft thou attempt 
¢ to enter this fubterraneous abode? Art 
‘ thou ignorant that this audacity will 


*coft. thee thy life?’ ‘Fear nothing, 
« my dear,’ replied the dauntlefs knight: 


¢ fam. thy brother. Rinaldo, ‘furnamed 


* the Son of Wonder; never will I fhun 


‘ the face of danger or death in the 
‘ fearch of my beloved fifters, and in at- 
€ tempting to force afunder the bonds.of the 
« mighty fpell in which they are faft bound>*. 
Bertha tenderly embraced her brother, her 
delicate frame fhaking all the while. 

The Dolphin, Ufo, her: hufband, had — 
alfo vifited her father’s court incog, at 
different times; he knew that, Rinaldo 


Was gone jin queft of his fitters. He 


had, 


--* 
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had often lamented the rath undertaking 
of the young man; ‘ for,’ faid he, § though 
© brother Bruin fhould not devour him, nor 
‘ brother Eagle pick out his eyes, yet bro- 
‘ther Shark’s jaws will certainly fwallow 
© him: I fear I fhall not refit the force of in- 
* finct, when the rage of brutal appetite 
* comes upon me ; and fhouldft thou, my 
* dear, even clafp him in thy tender arms 
* to protect him, I fhould dafh thy cryftal 
* dwelling to pieces, fo that the waters would 
* rufh in and drown thee, and him I fhould — 
* bury in my whale’s belly ; for during the 
* metamorphofis our habitation thou know- 
* eft muft not be vifited by ftrangers.’. The 
_ beautiful Bertha reprefented all this to her 
brother: but he replied, ‘ Canft thou not 
* hide me from the montter’s eyes, as thy 
* fitters did, that I may remain here till the 
* ceflation of the enchantment?’ * Alas!” 
returned fhe, ‘ how fhall I hide thee? Seeft 
* thou not that this habitation is of cryftal, 
‘fo that its walls are tranfparent as. 
ui ©’ « Yet there mutt ftill be a dark 
“ comer 
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* corner fomewhere in the houfe,’ rejoined 
Rinaldo ; ‘or art thou the only one among 
* wives who cannot impofe upon herhufband 
© before his face?” The beautiful Bertha 
had, in truth, no experience in this art: fhe 
thought, and thought; at laft the fortu- 

nately recollected the wood-pile. He 
chearfully accepted the place of refuge, 
and contrived to pile up a kennel of wood in 
the tranfparent chamber as artificially as a 

beaver conftruéts his fubterraneous lodg- 
ings. When he had concealed himfelf as 
well as he could, the lady repaired to her 
toilet, fet-herfelf off as handfomely as pof- 
‘fible, felected the gown fhe thought cal- 
culated to fhew her elegant fhape to 
moft advantage, proceeded to the pre- 
fence-chamber, and ftood there, lovely 
as one of the Graces to a poet’s imagina- 
tion, in expectation of a vifit from her huf- 
band the Dolphin. Now during the period 
of enchantment, Ufo the Dolphin could 
enjoy the fociety of his amiable fpoufe no 
further than by making her a daily vifit, 
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looking from without into the cryftal © 
houfe, and feeding upAe the. fight of her 
beauty. ates 
Scarce had. the charming Bertha taken 
her ftation, when the enormous joucuall 
fwimming towards her; the water was 
heard to. roar from afar, and the. waves” 
curled. in circles round the cryftal palace, 
The montter ftood without before the — 
chamber, drawing in ftreams of water, and 

fpouting them out again frem his capacious 
noftrils, gazing all the while in filent fat 
faction with his wide fea-green. eyes atthe 
fair lady. However hard Bertha bass! 
to affect an air of unconcern, fhe 1 
not able to hide her anxiety ; hypoci 
and cunning were quite foreign to ben 
her heart fluttered and. beat, her bofor y. 
heaved high and. quick, ber check 
lips would glow and fuddenly turn 
again. The Dolphin, for all his grofs 
fifhy nature, had ftill fo much isto 
nomical fecling, that he concluded from, — 
thefe ie there was fome foul play; 
he 
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a made angry geftures, iss away like 


lefs dels Spirals, and raifed tong a. sa tande 
in. the waves, that the cryftal dwelling 
oi) #1, trembled 7 throughout, and the terr ified 
' Bertha believed he would inftantly dath 
it to pieces, The prying Dolphin could 
) mot, however, by this {tri examination, 
. difcover any thing that might ferve to 
. gonfirm his fufpicions, hence he became 
gradually more quiet. Luckily his pranc- 
; ing and capering had fo muddied the water, 
, that he could not perceive the fituation of 
. the anxious Bertha, fo he fwam off; the 
, lady recovered from her fright, Rinaldo 
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at leneth delivered the patient a 
from his folitary den. 

One morning when he awoke, he ill 
himfelf in a royal palace, fituated on a fmalll, 
ifland. Buildings, pleafure-grounds,market- 
places, every thing, in fhort, feemed to 
float on the water. An hundred gon- 
dolas paffed and repaffed in the chearful 
buftle of bufinefS; the caftle of brother 
Dolphin appeared; in faét, a Venice in 
minature. The reception of the y« 
knight was juft as friendly here as at the 
two former courts. Ufo was enchanted — 
by months—every feventh month the fpell 
ceafed: from one full moon to the next 
all things went on in their natural train. 
As Rinaldo’s refidence here was longer, he 
became better acquainted with his his brother 
Ufo, and contraéted a warmer friendfhip | Gin 
for him. Rinaldo’s curiofity to knew 
how the three princes had been reduced, : 
to the unnatural ftate of enchantment had 
long been painful to him: he: therefore ~ 

enquired 
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enquired eagerly of his fifter Bertha, but 
fhe could give him no fatisfaction on the 
point, and Ufo obferved a myfterious 
filence. Rinaldo therefore could not 
gratify his curiofity. Meanwhile the days 
of joy hurried away on the wings of the 


- wind: the moon loft her filvery horns, and 


acquired arounder fhape every day. Dur- 
ing a fentimental evening walk Ufo gave 


_ his brother-in-law Rinaldo to underftand 


that the time of feparation would arrive 
in a few hours. + he recommended it to 
him earneftly to return to his parents, 
who lived in great affliction on his ac- 
‘count: his mother had been inconfolable 
ever fince it was known at court that he 
had not gone to Flanders, but to the en- 
chanted foreft in queft of adventures. 


Rinaldo afked if the {pot contained many 


befides ; and learned that there was only 


“one more, of which he had notice al- 


ready; it was to feek the key of the 
enchantment, deftroy the powerful talif- 


man, and to receive his reward from the - 
. | hand 
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hand of Love : for as long as the fell was 
in force there was no deliverance (0 
be hoped for; the princes., © E : 
ded Ufo, ina friendly tone, < 
* good counfel, young man; ¢ 
< powers beyond the moon, 
* protection of the ladies your fi fit te 
‘ that you are not become the victi 
‘of your bold refolution to 
© enchanted ground. Be fatisfed 
* credit you have already acai 3 dep 
* and acquaint your parents vicky 
shave feen and. heard: refcue, by yor 
* return, your good mother frome eae 
* of the grave, to which forrow f 
‘ unmindful boy has reduced her R 
naldo promifed to conduét himfelf as 
brother advifed, with a erat <n : 
tion to do only juft what he 1 fe 
fons, when they are releafed Piston, 

firing authority, grown tall and , ae 
vous, and have learned to ride the g 
horfe, give themfelves little ane = 
about their mothers” heartfelt tears. 


” 


Ce 





CO i ane 
eafily difcerned on what the young man’s 


mind was bent; he therefore took out 
of his pocket-book three fifh fcales, and 


_ offered them as a prefent, faying, ‘ When 


€ hereafter you may want help, rub thefe 
€ quickly in your hands till they grow 


i © warm, and await the ‘confequence.” 


Rinaldo embarked in a gilded gondola, 
and was rowed to land by two boatmen. 
He was fearce afhore, when the gondola, 
caftle, gardens, and Ril@iitos, all difap- 
peated; and ofall this glory there re- 
mained but a fifh_pond, furrounded by tall 
reeds, which were fhaken by the chilly 
morning breeze. “The knight found him- 
felfon the {pot whence: fome months be- 
fore he had plunged into the water, his fhield 
and armour lay ftill where he had left them, 
and his {pear ftood befide planted in the 
ground: but hé vowed never to freft till 
he had the key of the fpell fafe in his hand. | 
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BOOK THE THIRD, 


‘WHO hall thew me the right way, 


* and guide my footfteps along the path that 


© leads to the moft wonderful of adventures 
‘in this boundlefs foreft? Ye tranflunar 
‘powers, look down propitious, and if 
‘a fon of earth may break the mighty 
€ {pell, O let the fortunate mortal ! 
Thus exclai 
deep thought his tracklefs path far into 
the wood. For feven long days he roamed 
without fear or apprehenfion through the 
endlefs wildernefs: feven nights he flept 
under the canopy. of heaven, fo that his 
arms were rufted by the dews of night. 
On the eighth day he:advanced to the edge 
of a projecting rock, whence, as from 













mount St. Gothard, he could look down 
_ intothe inhofpitable defiles. Sideways there 





opened a vale covered with evergreen peri- 
winkle and enclofed by rocks of granite, over 
| ~ which 


‘inaldo, as he purfued in 
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which: waved the firand melancholy cyprefs. 


In, the diftance, he thought. he could per- 
ceive a laboured monument. Two gigan- 
tic pillars of marble, with capitals and pe- 
deftals of brafs, fupported a Doric archi- 
trave, which refted againft a precipice, 
overfhadowing a. {teel door, fecured with 
ftrong bars and bolts: a black bull was 
feeding near the portal, whofe watch- 
ful {parkling eyes feemed to indicate that 
he guarded the entrance. — * 





r et not that he had found : 


the adventur ntioned. by his brother 
Ufo the Dolphin, and. immediately re- 


. folved to attempt it. Down he clambered 


from the ridge of rocks into. the vale. 
He had approached within an arrow-fhot, 
before the bull. feemed. to obferve him 5 


| but now he {prung up fiercely, gallopped in 


great fury around, like an Andalufian. bull 
preparing to. encounter the knight, fnuffed 


- againtt. the ground fo that clouds. of duft 


arofe, ftamped till the earth, fhook,. and 
hivered the "rocks to pieces with his 
. horns, 
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horns. The knight threw himfelf ‘into an 
attitude of attack, and ‘as ‘the ‘bull ran upda 
him, he‘avoided his deadly horns by a'quick 
turh, and gave the neck of the beaft 
violent a ftroke with his fword, that he 
expected, like the valiant Scanderbegiiel 
fever the head’ from the trunk ;" but alas? 
the’ neck of the ‘bull was invulnerable to 
fteel or iron; the fword was fhiveredintoa — 
thoufand pieces; and the knight retained on- 
ly the hilt if his hand. He now had nothing 
to defend himfelf with but a fpear‘of r 
armed with a two-edged pdint of fteel but 
this alfo broké on thé fécond affatle, like 
a blade of ftraw.’ - The butting bull grap- 
pled the defencelefs youth ‘with his | 
and toffed him like a thuttle-cock aloftin 
the air, waiting either to gore himas he fell, 
or trample him under his feet. ‘Happily he 
was caught as he returned between the 
fpreading branches of a pear- -tree, which 
kindly held him. Although every rib in 
_ his body chattered, yet he retained fo much 
prefence of mind as to hold faft by the 
tree; 
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tree; for the raging bull butted fo rudely 


againft the ftem with his brazen front, 


that the roots were loofened and the tree 


‘nodded to its fall. 


As the blood-thirfty beaft was turning 
back to run, that he might repeat the fu- 
rious affault, Rinaldo bethought himfelf of 


the prefents of his brothers. Accident 
‘brought to his hand the paper with the 
three bear’s briftles: he rubbed them. with 


all his might and main, when inftantly there 
came trotting along an angry bear, which 
began a bloody conteft with the bull. The 
bear foon, however, prevailed, laid the bull 
on his back, and tore him to pieces. On 


~ opening the hollow of the belly, a duck 
‘came out, and away it flew, {creaming 


aloud. Rinaldo guefled that’ the duck 


mocked the victory atchieved by the 


bear, and carried away the fpoils; he 


therefore felt inftantly for the three plumes, 
-and rubbed them between his hands. » On 


this a mighty eagle appeared high in the 
air, before which the timorous duck fquat- 
Vouk: H ted 
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ted clofe among the bufhes: the eagle 
hovering at an immenfe height above. 
The knight obferving this, endeavoured 
to roufe the duck, and purfued it till the — 
‘wood grew thinner; here it could no 
longer conceal itfelf, fo arofe, and direéted 
its Aight towards the pool; but the eagle 
darting down, feized and tore it to pieces 
with his mighty talons. In dying it drop- 
ped a golden egg into the pool. ‘The at- 
tentive knight knew how to match this 
new deception: he inftantly rubbed the 
{cales between his hands; then a large fith 
appeared above the water, and catching 
the egg in his capacious jaws, threw it on 
fhore. At this the knight bounded aloft 
for joy : he ftruck the golden egg with 
a ftone, it parted in two, and a little key 
fell out, which he recognized in triumph 
for the key of the enchantment. 

He now hurried back to the fteel portal. 
The dwarf key feemed little fuited to 
the giant padlock ; however he would not 
neglect to try it, and {carce had it touched 

the 








=, 


SD ee | a a 


BOOK II. 147 


the lock, when it was loofened; the pon- 
derous iron bars drew back of their own 


accord, and the fteel portal unclofed. He 
nimbly defcended into the dufky cavern, 


—feven doors led to feven fubterraneous 


apartments, all fumptuoufly furnifhed and 


slorioufly. illuminated with. fpermacett 
lights. Rinaldo having traverfed them 
all, came at laft into a clofet, where he 
beheld a young lady lying on a fofa ina 


magic fleep, from “which he could not 


awake her.. By this affecting {pectacle 
the fenfation of love was roufed in his 
breaft: he ftood gazing upon her, with- 
out being able to turn his eyes away—a 
clear proof of his great inexperience !—our 
enlightened age underftands how to make 
a very different ufe of fuch convenient fitua- 
tions. When our. knight had a little re- 
covered himfelf, he looked around and 
faw right oppofite to the fe-ping nymph an 
alabafter table full of unknown characters. 
He. gueffed that the talifman which held 
all the fpells of the wood in their full 

«| force 
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force was engraved upon this table. Tn 
honeft indignation he clinched his filt, 
armed as it was with an iron glove, and 
ftruck with all his force againft it. Im- 
mediately the beautiful fleeper fhrunk as 
in affright, awaked, caft a timid look 
towards the table, and fell back into her 
benumbing fleep. Rinaldo repeated the 
blow, and the fleeping lady ftarted as be- 
fore. He now determined to deftroy the 
talifman, but he had neither fword nor 
{pear, nor aught except two vigorous 
arms: with thefe therefore he grafped the - 
magic table, and dafhed it from its lofty 
pedeftal down againft the marble floor, fo 
that it flew in a thoufand pieces. Inftantly 
the young lady awaked from her fleep of 
death, and for the firft time was aware of 
the prefence of the knight, who had—the 
ladies will do juftice to his virtue—fallen 
down before her on his knees. Before he 
could begin to fpeak, fhe covered her fair 
countenance with her veil, and faid in great 
anger, ‘Away from me, abominable 

| « forcerer ! 





—_ We 


* 
2 ve 


BOOK It. 149 


* forcerer! even in the form of the moft 
© beautiful of youths, thou fhalt neither 
© deceive my eyes nor furprize my heart. 
‘ Thou knoweft my refolution, leave me 
« tothe fleep of death, in which thy forcery 
€ has lulled me.’ Rinaldo was at no lofs to 
guefs the caufe of the lady’s miftake: he 
was. not therefore difconcerted by this ad- 
drefs; but anfwered her thus, ‘ Charming. 
‘ maid; be not angry. I am'not the abhor- 
* red forcerer who would detain you here 
© in captivity. _I am Baron Rinaldo, fur- 
« named the Son of Wonder. Look up— 
* behold the fpell that clouded your fenfes 
¢ isno more.’ The lady peeped cautioufly 
under her veil, and feeing the alabafter 
table adially demolifhed, fecretly won- 
dered at the bold deed of the young ad- 
venturer: fhe looked kindly upon him, 
and she found favour in her fight. She 
raifed him up, and holding out her hand 
in a friendly manner, faid, ‘If it be as 


~ © you. fay, accomplifh your work, valiant 


‘ knight, and lead me from ‘this frightful 
H 3 ‘ cavern, 
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‘ cavern, that I may behold the light of 
‘ God’s fun, if it be day without, or elfe 

* the golden ftars in the nightly fky?’ 
Rinaldo offered his arm to conduét her 
through the feven ftate chambers which he 
had paffed in entering. He opened the 
door, but without was darknefs, fuch as 
covered the land of Egypt—Nay, it was 
palpable as at the beginning of creation, 
ere yet the electric fpark of light was 
kindled; all the lights were extinguifhed, 
agd the cry{tal chandeliers no longer pour- 
ed their mild luftre from the lofty cu- 
polas of the bafaltic arches. The youthful 
pair long groped about in the dark, before 
they could find their way out of the laby- 
rinthine paflages, or perceive the fainteft 
gleam of day through the diftant entrance 
of a fhapelefs cavern. The difenchanted 
damfel felt the enlivening balfamic force 
ef living nature, and joyoufly infpired the 
{cented gale, which the mild zephyrs con- 
veyed to her from the blooming fields. 
She fate herfelf down befide the flender 
firipling 
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itripling on the grafs, and he was inflamed 
with ardent love, for fhe was fair as the 
firft woman, the mafter-piece of creation, 
formed from Adam’s rib. Yet another 
paffion now dif{quieted him rather more ¢ 
this was curiofity to learn who the~fair 
unknown might be, and how fhe came to 
be enchanted in this foreft. He afked her’ 
modeftly to give him information on thefe 
points, when fhe opened her rofy mouth, 
and faid: © I am Hildegard, daughter of! 
« Radbod, prince of Pomerania. Zorne- 
‘ bock, chief of the Sorbians, afked me 
‘ from my father in marriage; but as he 
* was a giant and an heathen, and was 
* even reputed to be a magician, he was 
‘ refufed, under pretext of my tender 
* years; which enraged the heathen fo 
© much that he made war upon my father, 
‘ flew bim in battle, and became matter 
‘of his territories. I had own for refuge 
* to my aunt, the Countefs of Vohburg, 
* and my three brothers, all ftately knights, 
* were abroad in queft of adventures. 
Hi 4 ‘ My 
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My place of refuge could not be con- 
cealed from the forcerer ; who, as foon as 
he had taken poffeffion of my father’s 
dominions, refolved to carry me away, 
which he could eafily do by virtue of his 
magic arts. ‘The count, my uncle, was 
a great lover of hunting; I often accom- 
panied him, and on fuch occafions all 
the knights of his court ftrove who 
fhould offer me the beft accoutred horfe. 
One day an unknown. groom prefled 
forward with a fine dapple grey, re- 
queftine me, in his mafter’s name, to 
mount, and confider the jade as my 
own. I afked his mafter’s name; but 
he excufed himfelf from anfwering this 
queftion tll I had tried the animal, 
and fhould declare on my return that I 
did not defpife the prefent. I could not 
well refufe the offer; and the fteed was 
fo fumptuoufly caparifoned that he at- 


tracted the eyes of the whole court : gold 
“and jewels, and fine embroidery, were 


lavifhed on the purple faddle-cloth; a 
“ rei 
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rein of red filk ran from the bit along the | 
neck; the ftirrup was of native ¢o'd, 
thick befet with rubies. I vaulted into 
the faddle, and was vain enough during 
the cavalcade to be pleafed with myfelf. 


‘ The pace of the noble animal was’ fo 


La) 


a) 


light and eafy, that he fcarce feemed to . 
touch the ground with his hoofs. He 
bounded lightly over ditches and hedges, 
where the boldeft knights durft not -ven- 
ture to follow me. A milk-white hind; 


which arofe in my way, drew me in its 


purfuit deep into the wood, and I was fe- 
parated from the company of the hunters. 
Fearful of bewildering myfelf I quitted - 
the ftag, intending to return to the ren- 
dezvous appointed for the hunt; but the 
horfe refufed to. cbey my guidance, 
reared, f{norted, fhook his mane, and grew 
outrageous. I tried to foothe him, but the 
fame inftant beheld the dapple grey fteed 


« changing into a winged monfter. The 


€ 


fore-feet fpread into a pair of wings, 4 


€ broad bill ftretched itfeif out from the 


. H 5 ¢ head; 
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‘ head; I faw a long-legged griffin under 
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me, who, having taken a run, mounted in- 
to the air, and in an hour’s time fet me 
down in this foreft, before the iron gate 
of an ancient cattle. ‘ 

‘ My firft terror, from which J have not 
yet recovered, increafed as foon as I faw 
the groom, that had prefented the dapple 
grey in the morning, and who now re- 
{pectfully offered to help me down from 
the faddle. Overpowered with horror 
and vexation, I fuffered myfelf to be 
conducted through a long fuite of ftate- 
chambers to a company of ladies dref- 
fed in gala, by whom I was welcomed 
as their fovereign. All were eager to 
receive my commands, and to exe- 
cute them; I afked, but no one would 
fay where I was, and in whofe pow- 
er. I refigned myfelf to a dumb for- 
row, which was interrupted in a few 
moments by Zornebock the forcerer, 
who lay at my feet in the form of a yel- 
low gipfey, foliciting my affeétions. I 

9 | * received 
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* received him as my heart dictated to me 
tosreceive the murderer of my father. ‘The 
“ tyrant’s temper was outrageous: his 
paffions often raifed ftorms in his bofom, 
and he was prone to anger. I wreftled 
with defpair: I defied his fury, and chal- 
lenged him to fulfil his threats, to crufh 
the palace to pieces, and bury me under 
the ruins; but the monfter fuddenly left 
me, faying he would give me time to 
reflect. In feven days he renewed his 
odious propofals: I thruft him with” 
contempt from me—he rufhed furioufly 
out of the apartment. Soon afterwards 
‘the earth trembled under my feet, 
“and the caftle feemed to roll into the 
* bottomlefs -pit. I funk back on the 
* fofa, and my fenfes vanifhed.——The 
‘ forcerer’s dreadful voice roufed me out 
“ of my dead fleep: Awake, faid he, love- 
* ly fleeper, out of thy feven year’s lumber. 
‘ Tell me if the foothing hand of time has 
* leflened’ thy averfion towards thy faith- 
“ful Paladin. . Rejoice my heart with the 

H 6 ‘ fainteft 
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fainteft ray of hope, and this melancholy 
cavern fhall change into a temple of joy. 
I deigned not either to anfwer or to look 
at the bafe magician, but covered my 
face with my veil, and wept. My af- 
fiction feemed to move him: he mourn- 
ed aloud, and crawled like a worm at my 
feet. At length his patience was wearied: 
he fprang haftily up, crying, . Well then, 
be it fo, in feven years more we will 
fpeak together again. He then reared 
the alabafter table on its pedeftal: an ir- 
refiftible fleep weighed down my eye-lids, 
till the cruel tyrant broke my repofe anew. 
Infenfible as thou art towards me, faid 
he, feel for thy brothers: the faithlefs 
groom difclofed thy fate to them ; but 
the traitor is punifhed! They came, il- 
advifed youths, with an hoft of foldiers, 
to refcue thee out of my hands: but this 
arm proved too weighty for them, and 
they are fuffering for their rafhnefs under 
different forms in this foreft. This paltry 
lye, to which the forcerer had recourfe in 

ok ci © order 
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order to overcome my firmnefs, embit- 
tered my heart yet more againft him. 
Scorn, and the deepeft contempt, fate upon 
my lips. Unhappy woman! proceeded 
the furious pagan, thy fate is decided. 
Sleep on till the invifible powers ceafe to 
obey this talifman! He inftantly reared 
the alabafter table upright, and the magic 
flumber deprived me of life and fenfa- 
tion: It is you, noble knight, that have 
raifed me out of this fleep of death, 
by deftroying his fpell. Yet I am not 
able.to comprehend how you have been 
able to accomplifh this deed, nor 
what reftrained the forcerer from. op- 
pofing you. Zornebock can be no 
longer aliye, otherwife you could. not 
with amopynity have attacked his talif~ 
man.’ 

The charming Hildegard judged per- 


fectly right. The forcerer had fallen withan 
army of his fubjeéts upon Bohemia, where 
Libuffa, a princefs of the fairy race, then 


reigned, In her he found, as Cyrus had 


done 
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done in the Scythian queen Tomyris, his 
match: Zornebock, in comparifon with 
the celebrated Bohemian queen, was buta 
novice in magic. She confounded him 
fo by her fpells, that he was forced to re- 
linquifh the field of battle ; and he fell un- 
der the hand of a ftout knight, to whom 
fhe gave magic weapons, which her ene- 
my’s arts could not refift. 

As foon as the fair Hildegard ceafed, 
Rinaldo took up the difcourfe, and related 
his own adventures. When he mentioned 
his brothers-in-law, the three enchanted 
princes in the wood, fhe was feized with 
ereat furprize, for fhe now remarked that 
Zornebock’s account was no falfehood. 
The knight was on the point of ending his 
ftory, when loud fhouts of triumph and 
exultation were’ heard among the rocks: 
foon afterwards three fquadrons of horfe- 
men burft fromthe thicket, at the head of 
which Hildegard recognized. her brothers, 
and Rinaldo his fifters. The fpell of the fo- 
re{t was broken. After mutual eongratula- 
| _ tons 
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tions and teftimonies of joy, the difenchant- 
ed caravan quitted the dreary wildernefs, 
and betook themfelves to the old caftle. 
Flying meffengers were difpatched to the 
Baron’s refidence, to bear the glad tidings 
of the arrival of his children. His court was 
found in deep mourning for the lofs of the 
young Baron, who was lamented as dead. 

His parents believed the enchanted wood 
had {wallowgd him up for ever. His 
mournful mother had no other yoy on 
earth, except in folemnizing the funeral 
rites of her children. ‘They were juft on 
the point of performing the exfequies of 
Rinaldo : but the dexterous Niccolini could 
not whilom change his pantomimic fce- 
nery more quickly, than every thing in the 
Baron’s palace affumed a different af- 


~ pet at this welcome news. In a few 


days the venerable pair had the fatisfac- 
tion of embracing their fons and grand- 


fons. Adelheid had hatched, out of the 


egg, fince her brother’s vifit, a lovely 
dau ghter, which ftretched its little arms 
from 
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from its mother’s breaft, fmiling, towards 
grand-papa, and pulled him by his filver 
locks as he nurfed her. Among all the 
folemnities of this happy return, Rinaldo’s 
marriage with the beautiful Hildegard 
was moft confpicuous. A whole year 
paffed away under various Sint: of re- 
joicing and feftivity. ee 

At laft the princes ciuchdemale ‘that 
too long indulgence would  enervate 
the courage and activity of their knights 
and fquires. The refidence of the Ba- 
ron was alfo too narrow to hold fo 
many courts conveniently. The three 
fons-in-law, therefore; with their ladies, 
prepared for their departure. Rinaldo, 
the heir of the family, never: quitted his 
aged parents, and at laft, like a pious fon, 
clofed their. eyes. Albert the Bear 
bought the dominion: of Afcania, and 
founded the city Bernburg. Edgar the 
Eagle: retired to Switzerland, under. the 
eae of the lofty Alps, and founded 
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Fagleton*, on a river without a name, 
but which afterwards was called after the 


city befide which it glides. Ufo the Dol- 
phin undertook an expedition into Bur- 
gundy, conquered part of that kingdom, 
and named it Dauphiné. And as the 
three princes, in the names of their cities 
and ftates, alluded to the circumftances of 
their enchantment, they alfo took their 
own animal fhapes for the. device of their 
arms: Hence Bernburg carries a_ bear 
with a golden crown, Eagleton an eagle, 
and Dauphiné, a fifh, as a device, to this 
day. But the coftly pearls which adorn 
and beautify the Olympus of all the earth- 
ly goddeffes of our quarter of the globe, 
and are faid to be oriental, are the fpoils 
of the pool in the enchanted foreft, and 
were formerly emptied out of three — 
en bags by the Baron. . 


© Aarburg.—_—_T7, 
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THE STEALING OF THE VEIL; 
OR THE 


TALE 4 LA MONTGOLFIER. ~ 


HE fituation of the Surarnitenall near. 
Zwikow, in the mountains called, 

from the abundance of their ores, ERTZGE=- 
BIRGE, is well known. The name is de- 
rived from a pool, entitled the Swan’s POOL, 
which is at prefent nearly but not quite 
dried up. The water of this pool pof- 
feffes an efficacy unknown to the Pyrmont, 
Carlfbad, Spa, or any other medicinal 
{pring in Germany, or even to the king’s 
bath at Pifa in Italy, or the wells to which 
the turtle-fed victims of Englith luxury ; 
repair, in the vain hope af making a 
fhaking hand fteady, or reftoring to a 
fhrivelled 
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fhrivelled limb its former plumpnefs. 
This water is, in faét, the genuine oil of 
beauty, more effectual than effence of rofes, 


| Olympian dew, or the wafh of Madame 


de la Pompadour. ‘The wonder-working 
ftream glides along in filence, under the 
fhade of vile and unfeemly brambles ; 
after watering their roots, it hides itfelf in 
the maternal bofom of the earth, as if in 
difguft that its powers fhould be over- 
looked; while its neighbour at Carlfbad 


_ bubbles up with patrician » noife and 


impatience, announces its entrance into 


; the world by hot lixivial fumes, and hears 
- Its praifes from the mouth of the whole 


gouty world. Doubtlefs were the latent 
virtues of the mountain {pring, whether in 
perpetuating the - fhort-lived blefling of 
female beauty, or reftoring its bloom when 
faded, properly advertifed, all Chriftendom, 
to the no fmall emolument of the good 
town of Zwikow, would pour forth its 
maids and matrons, in the form of pil- — 

orims 
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grims journeying to’ the fountain of hesip 
and impelled with no. lefs: devotion, than 
the Turkith caravan, when it repaits (0. 
the prophet’s grave. at Mecca. Tw 
daughters of the town would likewi 
forth with pitchers on their fhoulders 
draw the precious water, and as ink 
fuch an opportunity. of carrying on th “ 
of matrimony, as the daughters of N hor 
in days of yore *,, But neither are th i t 
of every cloud gilded by the wei 
every flower that drinks the refrethin 
of the morning arrayed in ineodiaeg 

nor does every pearl, after being cl 
with fweat, regain its firft wath, “2 
foaked in lemon-juice—but on the ec On 
the action of the rays of the fertilizing i : 
aid the acid, ftill remaining the { f Ame, 4 
different effect is produced by the intrufion 
of certain circumftances ; fo, without ie 
Tagement to its fovereign virtue; neit 4 
would the Zwikow fpring faften a 
flower of youth and beauty poe : 
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ftock of a nymph that bathes in it; both 
are indeed harder to gain in the vid Du- 


midéd of a water bath, than to be aped 
in the wid ficcd of the brufh and rouge 
bee ik iiss + 


“There is, befides, this particular to be 


‘taken into the account, that the Zwikow 
beauty-bath exerts its wonderful virtue on 


thofe ladies who are founders kin, though 


but in the thoufandth degree, to the race 


of the fairies, Let not this, however, be. 
underftood fo as to deter any damfel from 


a trial of the remedy or prefervative; 
‘for who can be fuge that fhe defcends in 


an undifturbed fucceffion, both on the fa- 


ther’s and mother’s fide, from the terreftri- 
al loins of grandam Eve; that not a fingle 


fairy has ever intervened in the long feries 
ofher forgotten grandmothers, to infufe a 


drop of ethereal blood into her veins? 


Poffibly the reftlefs fpirit of human fcience 


_ May difcover a profile peculiar to the fairy 
_ face, as it has already fhrewdly fufpécted 
_ 4line that marks the defcendants of kings, 


and 
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and has clearly traced a phyfiognomy pro- 
per to poor finners. Till then, other 
tokens may perhaps ftand, inftead of that 
more ‘certain characteriftic which we may 
expect hereafter. Each alluring attri- 
bute of the daughters of Teutonia, whether 
it be eafe and elegance of fhape, the 
heart-piercing glance of the eye, the fair 
proportion of the mouth, the jutting bofom, 
the melody of the voice, the gift of en- 
chanting wit, or proficiency in any of the 
fine arts, may afford juft hopes that they 
inherit from fome fairy anceftor the privi- 
lege of the ae where is the maid 
who does not poffefs fome one of thefe be- 
witching gifts ? Surely, then, a journey to 
the Zwikow confervatory of beauty would 
be worth the trouble: and I would efpe- 
cially recommend the trial to that portion 
of the fair fex, who are upon the melan- 
choly-eve of ftriking the flag of beauty be- 
fore fome afpiring neighbour, 
In full view of the little lake, into which 
the magic fpring poured its filver ftream, 


on 
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on the gentle declivity of an hill, there 
lived, in a fpacious grotto in the rock, a 


reverend hermit, who had borrowed from 


the Bifhop of Meiffen, of pious memory, 
the name of Benno, and was no lefs cele- 
brated for his fanctity, than the patron of 


his name. «Nobody could tell who our 


Benno really was, or whence he came. 
He had lone fince arrived here as a {tout 
able-bodied pilgrim, had fettled in the 
Swansfield, formed with his own hands an- 


handfome ‘hermitage, and planted a little 


garden round it, in which he raifed a fine 
plantation of exotic fruit-trees with rows 
of choice vines. 

He alfo reared fweet melons, then ef- 
teemed a great delicacy: with thefe pro- 
ducts of his induftry he entertained his 
vifitants. Nor was he morerbeloved for 
his hofpitality, than for his cheerful and 
obliging difpofition. The inhabitants of the 
mountains had. recourfe to him, on account 
of his piety, as a f{pokefman and_folici- 
tor in all their affairs before the high court 

above ; 
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above ; and, without a fee, he readily engag- 
ed his fervices in endeavouring to obtain 
the fulfilment of the moft oppofite: withes. 
Neverthelefs, difinterefted as he was, he 
wanted none of the neceffaries of life = on 
the contrary, the bleffing of Heaven poured 
upon him a profufion of every good thing. 
But whether a divine call had led Benno 
from the tumult of the world to his filent 
cell, or another Heloifa had infpired another 
Abelard with the defire of a contemplative 
life, is a fecret which may perhaps be dif 
clofed in the fequel.  — Shay. 
About the time when ieee Fre- 
deric with the bite fought: out his quarrel 
with the Emperor Albert, and the ‘Swa- 
bian army ravaged the land of Auftria, age 
had’ thinned the locks of-the venerable 
Benno, and bleached the remnant of hair 
on his forehead; he was bowed toward — 
the ground, and leaned heavy on his ftaff: 
“his ftrength would no more fuffice to dig 
his garden j in fpring ; he wifhed for a com- 
panion and ° en but found it difi- 
cult . 
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cult to find among the mountains an af- 
fiftant to his mind, for age had made him 
diftruftful and capricious. Accident un- 
expectedly fatisfied his wants, by giving 
him an affociate, on whom he could lean 
as fecurely as on his pilgrim’s ftaff.—The 
inhabitants of Meiffen had overthrown the 
Swabians with great flaughter, and killed 
-_ one hundred and fifty dozen *. The Swa~ 
bian army was feized with a panic: fear 
gave the word, ‘ Save himfelf who can!’ 
Every man who felt a pair of found legs 
under him, thanked God for his mercy as 
well as all the faints, and ufed them as a 
{cared flightof larks ufe their wings—to rife 
above the infidious flaxen walls and efcape 
the mefhes of death. Many flew to the 
neighbouring forefts, and when they were 
tired, hid themfelves in hollow trees. One 


* The conquerors may have numbered the flain 
by dozens, like larks, becaufe the Leipfic burghers, 
on the fide of Margrave, compared the campaign 
to lark-catching, from the eafinefs of the victory. 


Vor, I, I faithful 
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faithful mefs, feven-men in number, vowed 
to abide by one another, and to live or 
die together. ‘They luckily efcaped the 
thrufts and cuts of the enemy. They were 
all hale, well-limbed lads, and fo nimble 
that no racer from Midian could have 
overtaken them. At laft they grew tired 
of their long run, and at the approach of 
night held a council to confider how they 
might hide themfelves. They did -not 
think themfelves fafe enough in the open 
fields, fo they refolved to flip into a lonely 
village that had juft fallen in their way, for 
they very fagacioufly judged that all the 
men had gone out to join the Meiffen 
camp. They proceeded, however, with 
great caution, and in order to obferve the 
ftricteft incognito, the feven Heroes agreed 
to take up their abode in an oven;— 
an oven indeed may not afford a weary 
traveller the moft comfortable lods- 
ing; and before the battle at Lucka 
our travellers would ill have relifhed. 
fuch quarters, for a thoufand herrings will 

lie 
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lie far more contentedly in a fingle ton 
than feven foldiers in the moft roomy oven : 
but inexorable neceffity at this time act- 
ed as Quarter-mafter, wearinefs enjoined 
unanimity, and fleep filence. One pair of 
eye-lids fell to after another, and the affo- 
Ciates in misfortune flept till broad day- 
light, though they had agreed to decamp 
quietly at the peep of dawn. 

Before the feven fleepers were awake, 
they were difcovered by a peafant’s wife, 


who, for joy of the victory which was by 


this time noifed abroad all over the coun- 
try, had kneaded a cake, and wanted to 
bake it in hafte. Looking into the oven, 
fhe perceived the lodgers, and concluded 
from the doublets and hofe that the guefts 
within were fome of the runaways. She 
hurried into the village, and reported 


- the difcovery to her neighbours. Imme- 


diately an army of women, equipped with 
{pits and fire-forks, was collected; the 


_ oven was formally blockaded, and a coun- 
‘cil held how they were to proceed, and in 


{2 cafe 
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cafe of affault whether they fhould ftorm 
- with the weapons in their hands, or with the 
element of fire; for they were refolved to 
avenge the fhame of the virgins and wives, 
their countrywomen, upon thefe fcandalous 
gallants, who, on their irruption into the 
country, had neither refpected the fanétity 
of cloifters nor the chaftity of venerable 
matrons and their tender daughters. It 
availed nothing that the feven martyrs 
might have been innocent of the crime of 
their countrymen. The fevere commiffion 
of chaftity * condemned them one and alll . 

to 


* This expreffion alludes to a fingular and edify- 
Ing inftitution of the once beautiful Maria Therefa, 
Having, it feems, outlived the memory of the feel- 
mes of ber youth, her devout age was fcandalized by 
the gallantries of her loving fubjects, or_elfe fhe en- 
vied them the keen pleafures fhe could no longer 
enjoy. She therefore determined to fupprefs the 
defires af her Auftrians by the dread of punifh- 
ment. Every gueft that tafted of the feaft of love 
before grace was faid, fuffered as feverely as if he 
had taken away his neighbour’s property or life. A 

: COURT 


- 





= Bas Fe rx i 


MOP MEHE VEIL. r7Z 
fo the fpit. The {fpirit of vengeance al- 
ready brandifhed the unaceuftomed arms in 


the hands of the village matrons, as the.Bac- 


chanalian fury formerly waved the heavy 
thyrfus in the hands of the female votaries 
of the God of wine. The whole troop 
fell with one accord upon our heroes’ quar- 
ters, without the fmalleft regard to the laws 
of hofpitality. The defencelef wights 
were rudely awaked from their refrefhing 
fleep by furious thrufts and the fharp 
fangs of the fire-forks. They difcerned 


their danger from this unfriendly morning 


falutation, fet up great lamentations, at- 
tempted to negotiate from the oven, and 


begged piteoufly for their lives. The in- 


COURT OF CHASTITY was eftabliflied : {pies and 
informers befet the haunts of Venus, and watched 
with malicious fatisfaGtion every amorous glance, and 
every gefture which betrayed the feelings of nature, 


What pity that Maria Therefw did not live in time 


to be celebrated by the unfeeling fanctity of St, Je- 


rome or fome other monkith declaimer againit the fins 
of the fleth !_—_7,, | , 
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which he fled to the ridjghboudidi 
and mountains, where he wandered wi 
a out any certain track all day ee uo 
rh the immediate terrors of death. — 
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exorable Amazons, ngrayens efu ued ( 
ter, but kept pushing and thrufting 
the murderous hole, till a seadip il 
prevailed within ; and not one of tha ani | 
tunate mefs-mates moved a limb. © 
then faftened the door, and marched tt 
phan tly into the village *, 
Six of the affociated fasitives “= 
actually killed outright in this oven J ki 
mith. The imminent danger fug sgef 
ed to the feventh, who was eee UE 


ning or refolute than the reft, a certs 
method of felf-prefervation. . He v 
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clambered up through it into tl : ae 
air, contrived to flide down the: 


hurt and get into the open fields, 


. Ls 
* Gla, the hiftorian, warrants this ar 
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tigue and hunger, under a lok tree, and 
when the coolnefs of the evening had re- 
frefhed his fpirits and recruited his fhength, BS 
he lifted up, his eyes, ¢ and beheld at a fhort 
diftance a pious hermit performing a. a 
orifons before a fimple crucifix, of which 
the crofs pieces were only faftened to- 
gether with the bark of a tree. This 
devout fpettacle ; gave | him courage to ap- 
proach the holy father ; hh ¢ affumed a Very 


fupplicating pofture, a and kneeled down 


behind him. The hermit having e ended his 
deyotions gave the ftranger his. bleffing : : 
on perceiving his palenefs. and trepida- 
tion, and judging from his habit that he 
was either a pike-man or fhield-bearer, 
he entered into a converfation with him. 


The honeft Swabian unfolded his misfor- 


tunes with as much fincerity as if he had 
been confeffing, without fapprefiing | his ap= 
prehenfions of death, for he ftill fancied the 


- deftroying angels were clofe behind him 


with their {pits | and fire-forks aimed at his. 
flefhy buttocks, The hermit took pity on 
3 Tr a = the 
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- fhelter and proteétion under his rot 


before him, with a platter of fruit £ 
-fupper. He loofened his tongue, which 


ity CAR 


fo parched as to cling to the vol ol 


“he had finithed his morning repal- all 1 
troubles and adverfities had vanifhed 1 . 
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the innocent fuppliant, and offered | 


his entrance into the dufky grotto, th 
frighted fancy of the fugitive pied it 
another cut-throat den; and not only 
grotto, but the chapel, eating-00m, a 
cellar of the hermit, and even the a : 
vault of heaven, affumed in his eye 
fhape of an oven, and one cold fit 

upon him after another: but the ho: 
ble father foon cheared his finite b 
foothing converfation; he offered ime - 
ter to wath his feet, and placed fine b 


ri . 


aa 


ai - 


mouth, with a cup of wine, and prepar z 
him a bed of foft mofs, where Bail | 
flept in one continued nap till the sious 
Benno waked him to prayers. By th a tin 


oe and he could not. Sind 


ms 
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‘enough to thank his hoft for his kind recep- 
tion and care. 


In three days he thought it time to 


“be gone; yet he had as little defire to 


quit this peaceful and fecure retreat as a 
fea-captain, who lies at anchor in a 
fnug cove, has to fail while the winds 
are yet howling, and the waves foaming, 


Benno, on his fide, found fo much. plain 


fenfe and opennefs, fo much fimplicity 
and readinefs to oblige, in the honeft fol- 
dier, that he wifhed to keep him con- 
{tantly befide him. ‘This coincidence of 
fentiments made the bargain fhort. Fried- 
bert received the tonfure from father Benno, 
exchanged his military coat for the her- 
mit’s frock, and remained as brother in 
waiting ; he was to ferve his benefactor, 
take care of the garden and kitchen, and 
attend: upon the pilgrims who arrived at 
the hermitage. At the time of the equi- 
nox which parts {pring from fummer, and 
introduces the fun into the fign of the 


- Crab, Benno never failed to difpatch his — 


: faithful 
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faithful attendant to obferve whether any | 
fwans appeared on the pool, to watch t 
flight, and count their number. He 
feemed always to liften with great at- 
tention to his report. The vifit of the 
fwans made him chearful; but when none 
appeared, the old man fhook his head ~ 
and grew melancholy and peevifh for fe- — 
veral days. The honeft unfufpecting Swab — 
gave himfelf no further concern about this: 
anxiety and fingular kind of curiofity; or — 
he thought, perhaps,. that the arrival or 
failure of the fwans afforded a prefage of 
the fruitfulnefs or unfruitfulnefS of the 
year. | 
One day as Friedbert was keeping 
_ watch, he faw@.number of fwans fkinr 
along the pool and reported it as ufual 
to kai Benno, who teftified great joy 
upon the occafion, and ordered: him to: 
prepare a dainty fupper, with plenty of 
wine. The glafs foon exerted its infpiring” 
powers on:both the partners of the feaft: 
the old man laid afide his referve,, be- 
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came affable and jocofe, and talked of love 


and wine with fo much glee, that you: 
would have fuppoted the hoary Teian bard: 


had come to life again in: the difguife of an 


hermit. He renewed the old hymn in. 
praife of Venus and Bacchus; an hymn: 
which, in fome form or other, has been in 
vogue ever fince the grape was firft prefi- 
ed and maidens firft kifed. After he had 


_ handed. to his fofter-fon a full bumper, 


who had honeftly pledged him, he confi- 
dentially addrefied him in thefe words : 
¢ My fon, lay thine hand on thine heart, 
* and give me an anfwer to one queftion ; 
* but take care thy heart.do not prove 
* knavifh and cheat thee: guard thy 
* tongue alfo, that no falfe word glide — 


© over it, elfe will the lie ftain thy tongue 


© black, even as the pot over the fire is 
¢ blackened by the foot. ‘Tell me then © 
€ truly and without deceit, has love of 
€ woman ever entered thy heart, has the 
* glow of defire warmed thy bofom; or 

1 6 * ‘ dogs 
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‘ does the tender paffion yet umber i. 
* thy foul? Haft thou fipped at the ho~ 
* nied cup of chafte connubial joy, or 
* drank deep of the intoxicating bowl of 
* voluptuoufnefs ? Does the oil of hope 
* feed the flame of thy love, or does a la- 
* tent {park glow beneath the embers of 
‘ defpondency ? Is the maiden, who has 
* pleafed thine eye, now fighing over thee 
‘ as one departed, or longing with im- 
¢ patience for thy return to her arms? Un=- 









‘ lock the fecrets of thy bofom, andI wilh 


‘ lay open mine alfo, and tell thee what 
« thou wilt be glad to hear.’ 

« Reverend father,’ replied the guilelefs 
Swab, ‘as to the ftate of my heart, be af- 
_ © fured that it has never worn the fetters — 
‘ of love, and is ftill free like the birds 
© of the air from the net of the bird-catcher, 
« I was preffed young into the fervice-of 
_ © the Emperor Albert, before the down 
© on my chin had ripened to the ftiffhefa_ 
‘ of a man’s beard, or the girls paid any 
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* regard to me *; for the fmock face and 
“ downy chin are not, you know, high in 
©. their books ; befides, I havea faint heart : 
* at times, when I haye longed to caft 
* a theep’s eye at a pretty girl, my cou- 
* rage has failed me—I have never ven- 
* tured to look a blue-eyed damfel in 
© the face, nor has any one ever made ad- 
* vances, fo as ta encourage me by word, 
* gefture, or look. So I know not that a few 
* male tear has ever been droppedon my ac- 
* count, except thofe my mother and fifters 
* fhed the day I was taken for a foldier.’ 
The old hermit was. glad to: hear this; 
and. then proceeded thus: Thou haft 
© now waited on me full three years as a 
© faithful attendant: for this thou art 
* entitled to a recompence, which } 
$ wifh thou mayeft receive from the 
* hand of love, provided fortune be kinder 
* to thee than fhe has proved to me, 


* The-tafte of the ladies has now undergone a-me- 
morable change,.as is well known,, in favour of the 
gentleman of the fmooth chin, | 

7 . * Know, 
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* Know, then, it is not piety, but love, that 
¢ has led me from far diftant lands into — 
this cell. Liften to my adventures, and 
attend to the hiftory of that pool, which 
gleams before our eyes like a lake of 
filver in the moonfhine.—In my youth 
I was a bold and manful knight: L was — 
born in Switzerland, of the family of the 
Margraves of Kyburg. I followed paf- 
times in my youth, and amufed myfelf im 
making love. I once flew a prieft, who 
craftily feduced a fair maiden, and made 
her prove falfe to me: upon this I jour- 
neyed to Rome for abfolution from 
the holy father; who enjoined me, by 
* way of penance, to make three crufades 
‘to the Holy Land againft the Sara- 
¢ cens, under condition, that if I did not 
‘ return my effects fhould fall to Holy 
¢ Mother church. 1 took my paflage on 
¢ board a Venetian galley, and fet fail in 
* sood fpirits ; but in the Ionian fea the 
* faithlefs fourh-weft wind began to howl, 
- © the fea fwelled, and our vefiel was dafhed 
€ to pieces againft a concealed rock near 
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© the ifland Naxos in the Archipelago, 


_ © Though I was no fwimmer, my guar- 
* dian angel bore me up by the hair of 


“the head, and I reached the fhore, 
* where the natives received me kindly, 
“and took care of me till I was dift 


© burthened of the falt - water I had 


* fwallowed. I then repaired to Quifa, 


© where Zeno, a defcendant of Marcus 


* Sanuto, to whom the Emperor Henry 
* of Swabia had granted the Cyclades, 
* held his court ; here in the character of an 
* Italian knight I found a good reception. 
* Here I faw the flender Zoe, his wife, 

* a lady formed according to the niceft 
* meafures of Grecian proportion, and 
“ whom Apelles would have chofen as a 
* model for the goddefs of love: The 
* fight of Zoe kindled a flame in my breaft, 
* which overpowered all other thoughts 
* and defires. I forgot my vow of going: 
* a crufader into the Holy Land, and all 
* my thoughts and aétions had no other 
e tendency than how to make my paffion 
« known 
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known to the young priricefs. I endeas 
voured to diftinguifh myfelf in every 
tournament, and the effeminate Greeks 
were no match for me either in ftrength 
or agility. Idid not fail toinfinuate myfelf 
into the good graces of the charming 
Zoe by a thoufand little attentions, 
which fo eafily render the female heart — 
favourable to our fex.. 1 was careful to 
find out by my fpies how fhe would ow 
drefs on every feaft-day, and-the colour 
of her garment always appeared in the 
ribbands of my armour, and. the erefE 
that. nodded over my helmet, She — 
loved fong mufic and. the chearful choral 
dance: fhe danced herfelf. in. a. manner 
not. lefs captivating than the daugh- 
ter of Herodias. I furprifed: her often 
with a ferenade while fhe was HOA j 
ing the brightnefs of the Grecian fy on 
her terrace by the fea-fide, where the li 

filyer waves imitated the friendly while 
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amufe her, and engaged in frequent traffic 
with the milliners at Conftantinople, that 
I might be the firft to procure the 


* improvements of female drefs, according 


a) 


“ ”~ a) “ 


“« 


° Be 


to the lateft fafhion of the metropolis, 
which I conveyed by various ways to 
the lady of -my heart, fo that fhe could 
eafily divine the author of thefe gallan- 
tries. 

‘ Hadft thou any experience in the af- 
fairs of love, my fon, thou wouldft not 
be ignorant that fuch apparently infig= 
nificant attentions are, in the world of 


« gallantry, a kind of hieroglyphics which 
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es 


¢ 
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the uninitiated take for empty toying and _ 

trifling, but which have as determinate _ 
a fenfe as letters and words in common 
« Janguage ; they are a {pecies of free-ma- 
fon’s dialeét, which two, who are in the 


fecret, can employ, in the prefence of 


a third perfon, who may, for any thing 
he knows, be bought or fold; whereas 
the lovers underftand every word with- 


‘out further comment or explanation. 


« Thefe 
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* always failed; fome trivial ci 
_¢ where I was tomeether. Jea aly a 


Siahavtantini rock, went adbee 7 
¢ and withes died taped 




























186 THE Tee ys 


‘ patched into the palace, fpoke-at 
«in my behalf. 1 obferved il 
‘ the fine eyes of the princefs fingle 
* out among the crowd © courtiers, a 
‘ feem to fay many obliging — 
‘ Hence I became bolder in m ry lan 
‘ ] found a confidante among sia 
‘ dants, who, for a valuable c 
‘ tion, confented to be the carrier o 


os 


* We came to mutual XP ans 10) 
‘ cret affignations were seats 


© for ever fpoiled the ple: rhic % v 
© had formed: I either did r m 

€ princefs where fhe had : 
£ or could not find accef to t 








£ fuch clofe watch over the ir Ge ecia: 
* that I could never gain a. of 
*-except in prefence of the ¥ 

© Againft thefe difficulties, as” 
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OF THE VEIL. 187 — 
my paffion, which, like an hungty wolf, 
became {till more ravenous, the lefs 
nourifhment it found. The fecret flame 
confumed the marrow in my bones, my 
cheeks grew pale, my {kin fhrunk and 
fhrivelled, my pace faultered, my knees 
fhook like a reed bent to and fro by 
the wind. In this melancholy fituation 
I was ftill in want of a trufty friend, 
into whofe difcreet bofom I could pour 


forth my griefs, and who at leaft could raife 
my drooping fpirits by the cordial of 


* As TI lay ill at my inn, and had given 
up all hopes of life, the prince charged 


his body phyfician, Theophraftus, with 


the care of my health. Ashe approached 
I held out my hand, expecting he would 
feel my pulfe, but he only fhook it 
with a friendly fimile, without troubling 
himfelf about the irritability of my nerves, 
and faid, Do not fuppofe, noble knight, 
that I am come to attempt your reco- . 
very-by balfams and electuaries; your , 

‘ health 


‘Se 
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_ € health has flown away on the wings of 
‘ love, it can only return by the fame con- 
__ * veyance. I was furprized that Theophrat. 


ed 


© tus fhould have as accurate intelligence 
_ © of the fecrets of my heart, as if he had 
© diffe€ted it with his anatomical knife. I 
© did not therefore conceal from him what 
‘ he already knew, and added, in a tone of 
‘ deep melancholy, How fhall I hope 
‘ for recovery from love, who has flily 
* thrown his fhackles round me, and fat 
‘ tened them with a Gordian knot?’ No- 
‘ thing remains but to refign myfelf to 
« my fate, and choak in the treacherous 
“ noofe. By no means, replied he; hopelefs 
¢ love is in truth bitterer than death : do not 
“ therefore abandon all hopes. There is 
« indeed nothing new under the fun; but 
* what has once happened, may happen 
© again. Did the lean Tithonus, I pray you, 
¢ dream that he fhould ever fleep in the 
“ bed of the Geddefs of the dawn? yet he 
© fo fpent himfelf with love in her arms, 
© that at lat his whole fubftance was fcarce 
« enough 
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¢ enough to make a grafshopper. When 
< the fhepherd boy on Ida piped his 
€ fheep down the withered paftures, did he 
* imagine that he fhould carry off the fair 
£ bride of Sparta, as the prize of love? 
¢ And what was Sir Anchifes more than 
€ you? Yet he was preferred, by the fair- 
€ eft goddefs in heaven, before the fturdy 
© god of war; and the mortal warrior dif- 
* mounted the immortal leader of armies. 
¢ Thus did the phyfician philofophize away 
€ my forrows: his words infinuated them- 
€ felves, with the fmoothnefs of oil, into 
© my bofom; and, for me, they were more 
€ balfamic and falutary than all the apothe- 
* cary’s ftores. Soon after my recovery 
« I applied myfelf to the old trade, and 
« there were now fome figns as if for- 
€ tune was in better humour. Theo- 
* phraftus became my bofom friend, the 
* confidant and broker of my amour. 


_£ The fair Zoe eluded the vigilance of 


‘ her fpies, I was able to overleap the 
* brazen walls of my former difficulties, 
} « and 
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¢ and I found the oag-ithed f 
tunity of fpeakingto her alone 1 
¢ mine arbour of her garden. pips: 
‘ I felt, in approaching fo c 
© objeé&t of my wifhes, filled my fo 
¢ tranfport furpaffing all human fe 
¢ J] fell, infpired with ova he et, : 
€ feized her fnowy hand, + [ pr refled 
‘in mute extacy to my sy w ee 
‘ endeavoured to collect miyfelf for is 
© to avow my paffion. But. eas 
« defpot had watched all my : 
€ with the eye of a bafilifk, and r 
¢ me fallen into the fnare he h ong 
€ for me. A party of his gua: 

© inftant emerged from behind 
¢ of concealment, and tore beni ore cig 
¢ thearms of the charmi ce “i oO 
© fhe ftretched them out in deep. 
© to protect me. The error 06% 
_ Sa furprize, and the clanking 6 te - Ir 
© overpowered her fenfes; her {pir re | 
© tired inward, her ane 1 
; x: 
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« down fhe fank, with a deep fob, ona 
€ fofa that ftood behind her. 

© There lies, about a ftone’s throw from _ 

€ the ifland, acceffible only by a draw- 

* bridge, guarded by a well-appointed 

* watch, a ftrong tower, built on a fteep 

¢ rock, and compleatly furrounded: by the 

© fea. Here; intheage of paganifm, was the 


_© refidence of joy. Here are now the ruins 


© of a celebrated temple confecrated to the 


* jovial god of wine. ‘The gate of the tem- 


« ple may ftill be feen, as alfo the canals, 
€ along which the gifts: of Bacchus flowed 
© in copious ftreams into’a capacious re- 


© fervoir *. Chriftian charity has’ con- 
_ © verted this Heathenifh abomination into 


‘a fortrefs of famine, and it is now 
‘ frequented by bats and’ owls alone. 
© The unhappy victims of a defpot’s: jea- 
© loufy here: found: inevitable deftruction. 
« I was forced into: this abominable dun- 


* Thefe remains are ftill vifible, according: to 
‘Fournefort. 
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© fenfes. I foon felt that I tood be 


























* withdrawn as foon as — 
* the ground. Egyptian d 
¢ death-like filence, relied ad 
‘ cell: a cadaverous fmell < 


* entrance of the kingdom of t et 
‘ for I {tumbled fometimes againfi ba Z 
« Jeton, and fometimes againft an h 
‘ trified body, as I pored about ir 
“of a place for my own death- 
* Full of defpair, I ftretched m = al 
‘the hard floor, and invoked d eatl 

‘ free me from the pains of li sis | 
* for this time he only fent his br 
€ fleep, who made me forget for a 
* the mifery of my fituation. © 1 3 Wi: 
* ing, I was furprifed at a light gli 
‘ ing in the den, and on obferving whe 
© it proceeded, faw a lamp burning in 
* middle of my eet ee 
* ed ona bafket, which feemed tc to } 
< been let down from above ie 


‘ examined the « contents of the bi 
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« found it well provided with eatables, 
€ with the addition of feveral flafks of 
© Chios wine, and a crufe of oil. Though 
‘ the lamp difclofed all the horrors of 
« my dreary prifon, the fenfation of hun- 
f ger foon overpowered that of difeutt. 
‘ I] immediately fhoved a number of 
© fkeletons together, and placed them fo 
*-as to ferve me for a table and chair. I 
© now fate myfelf down before my bafket, 
« and made as hearty a meal as a fexton, 
« when he has dug a grave in the morning 
« before his breakfaft. . 
‘In the courfe of a few days, as I 
guefled, for time in a fubterraneous 
cavern moves on leaden wings, I heard 
anoife above me; the ladder of endlefs 
rounds defcended, and I faw a man trip 
down it, whom I conceived either to be 
a companion in misfortune or an exe- 
cutioner. But when I beheld my phy- 
fician and friend, Theophraftus, my joy 
was equal to my furprize: and his 
voice founded as gratefully in my ears- 
Vor. I, K “as 
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as I fancy the blaft of the laft trump 
will in thofe of te dead, whom: it is to 
fummon from the grave. He fpoke 
very laconically, and did not ftay long 
below, as probably the mephitic breath 
of this gate of hell might not affect . his 
lungs very agreeably. J am, in all likeli- 
hood, the firft perfon whofe footfteps ever - 
returned out of the lion’s den. I arrived, 
under the wing of my protecting angel, 
at his habitation, where he difelofed 
the myftery of my wonderful delive- - 
rance. Thank, faid he, your good for- 

tune, and the power of love, for hav- 
ing this time efcaped the ignominious 
and pining death of hunger. Fly quick- 
ly the enchanted cirele of the Cyclades, 
before your paflage from the dangerous 
labyrinth is for ever barred. A j 
prince is worfe than Argus and Bria- 






























reus: he has an hundred eyes to 


watch, and an hundred arms to feize 

‘you. Zeno is at once the fondeft of 

hufbands, and the moft vindictive of 
‘ enemies; 
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© enemies: his veins are turgid with 
* tiger’s blood, yet the fetters of love en- 
¢ chain his furious paffions. Hence he 
© revenges the tricks of Cupid on the Pa. 
¢ Jadins of the beautiful Zoe, never on 
‘ herfelf, Your lot would have been the 
© fame with your predeceffors in the tower 
© of famine, had fhe not felt more for you 
€ than for all the reft that have fuffered 
¢ and hungered for her fake. She offered 
‘ to prove her innocence and your virtue 
© by the fiery ordeal ; and boldly demanded 
€ your deliverence from yonder charnel- 
* houfe. But when the prince harfhly 
“ refuled this juft requeft, the departed 
© from him in forrow, and took a fo- 
© lemn oath never more to touch food, 
“ in order that fhe might die the fame 
€ deatli with you, fir knight. The hard- 
© hearted hufband was fo little affected, 
* that he fet out on a hunting party. 
© She took the advantage of his abfence 
* to bribe the guard, and fupply you 
€ with Peseaets, though fhe herfelf, in 
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compliance with her vow, rigoroufly 
abftained from all nourifhment. In. 
three days the prince was told that a 
leaden-coloured palenefs began to feed 
on the damafk cheek of his fpoufe, and 
to extinguifh the fpark of life in her 
brilliant eyes. This touched him to the 
foul: he flew repentant to her feet, and 
entreated her to defift from her purpofe 
of “extirpating beauty from the earth. 
He agreed to fpare your life, under 
condition that you fhould depart from 
Naxos, as father Adam from Paradife, 


never to return, The prince -com-— 










mitted to me the care of the beautiful — 


Zoe’s health, and the princefs that of your 
deliverance. Prepare, therefore, for an 
immediate departure: a fhip is ready to 


‘Set fail for the Hellefpont, in her you 


will get fafe to the continent. 


© Atthe end ofhis fpeech I embraccediiie 
© kind phyfician, and thanked him cordially 
_* for my emancipation. But the departure 


‘ from Naxos ay heavy on my soso The 
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€ charms of the beautiful Zoe had fo infa- 
© tuated me, that it feemed eafier to part 
« from life. My friend, faid I, your 
© Jaft words are a fenténce of death. Did 
¢ not you yourfelf fay, that love withour 
« hope was bitterer far than death. Elad 
€ you let me pine in the tower of famine, I 
© had got rid of this wretched life, which 
© can only be a burden and plegue to me; 
* if ] am to give up all my hopes, let me 
¢ die an honourable and knightly death. 
€ Tell the prince without referve, that 1 
¢ have chofen the beautiful Zoe to be the 


¢ miftrefs of my heart, and am ready to 


« maintain my choice in a fingle combat 
€ for life or death: and, fince I can never 
€ gain her as the prize of valour, I will en- 
© gage all his knights, till I fall by the hand 
* of one of them, in order that fhe may 
© fhed a tender tear over me in fecret! 
My friend Theophraftus fhook his vene- » 
rable head, and fmiled on me, as on one 
whofe brain had become delirious from the’ 
* violence of a fever. Your fcheme, faid’ 
Se Se * hej; 
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he, is folly; a brave knight muft not 
fight on purpofe to.be overcome, but to 
conquer, and acquire rendwn and praife. 
Confider, moreover, that the prince would 
decide on your-challenge not according 
to the laws of knighthood, but jealoufy, 
and remand you without delay to the an- 
uchamber of Pluto. But as love prevails 
over the dread of death, and I obferve your 
paition is ftronger than your reafon, fo that 
nothing can divert you from the beautiful 
Zoe, I will pour a drop of the balfam 
of hope into your heart, which ae 
vive though it cannot cure you. E 
therefore, a fecret known but to Soa gs 
lofophers, and which no reward nor hope 
of gain could extort from me, though 
friendfhip and compafiion for your fitua- 
tion is able to break the feal of filence— 
your adored Zoe defcends, like many 
of our Grecian beauties, as well as thofe 
of other countries, from the lineage of 
the fairies, and is only related on one fide 
tothe race of mortals. The antient tra- 

« dition 
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€ dition of a line of gods that formerly 
© dwelt in Greece is no dream cf fancy, 


@ A FA FR OD Ce 1a aa eek 
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though the poets have now mixed fo 
much fable and falfehood with it, that it 
is more difficult to part one from the 
other than to purify filver calcined 
by antimony: neverthelefs, the filver 1s 
contained in the fcoriz, and may be 
found by the adept. The lineage of 
eods is only a fpecies of ethereal fpirits, 
that inhabit the upper regions of the at- 
mofphere, or the top of mount Olym- 
pus. -In the chain of beings they are 


© the link next above man, and connect 
¢ him with the gods. Formerly they lived 
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with men in confidential and vifible inter- 
courfe ; they mixed with the defcendants 
of Adam; and the offspring has con- 
tinued in this lower world to the prefent 
hour. The amorous fwan who furprifed 
the unguarded Leda in a lonely batir 
under the affumed character of the 
imaginary thunderer, was only one of 
thefe genii, He endowed his pofterity: 
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with the power of taking the bér- 
rowed form of their progenitor, under 
certain circumftances and for certain 
purpofes. In the three quarters of the - 
globe there arife from the bofom of the 
earth three fountains, ufed by the genit 
of the air as baths, and endowed with the 
power of perpetuating the youthful charms. 
of the fair inhabitants of the upper fy, 
whom we know under the name of fairies, 
and our anceftors worfhipped as god- . 
defies. Thefe fprings exert the fame 
power on all the mortal beauties, who 
date their defcent from the interpofition 
of any genius or fairy, provided they 
bathe once every year, at the feafon of 
the fummer folftice. But as the waters 
rife in far diftant climes, and only that 
branch of the fairy nobleffe which were 
hatched from mother Leda’s ego has 
been furnifhed with wings, few can reap 
the benefit of their hereditary privilege, — 
the greater part fade away like mortal — 
ai Soe 
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© flowers, and are fubject to the vulgar fate’ 


of the daughters of Eve.. 

© However marvellous it may feem to 
you, fir knight, it is neverthelefs true, 
that the pedigree of the beautiful Zoe’ 
afcends as high as Leda’s egos. As 
the moft. certain proof of this, fhe 
becomes a fwan. once every year, or,.as’ 
fhe expreffes it, puts on her fwan’s drefs; 


- for Leda’s daughters do not, like thofe of 


common mortals, make their entry into 
the world ftark naked,. but have their — 
delicate bodies cloathed in an: aerial gar- 
ment, formed of condenfed light, which 
expands in proportion to their growth,. 


and not only poffeffes all the properties 
of the pureft phlogifton, fo as to 


overcome the weight of grofs earthy 
matter, and elevate it. rapidly to the — 


clouds, but alfo changes the wearer into 


a fwan,.as foon as fhe puts it on.. The 
annual flicht to the bath of beauty takes 


nine days; and when it is not prevented 


or omitted, it confers on female vanity 
K 5 € the 
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‘ the otherwife unattainable privilege of 
‘ unfading youth and beauty. 

‘ If you do not grudge to undevtile 
© fo long a journey, and to lie in ambufh 
‘ befide one of thefe wonder-working 
« fprings, in order to make that declara- 
‘ tion of love, which the beautiful Zoe 
will hardly hear from you in Naxos, 
‘7 will tell you where to feek them. 
« The firft lies in Abyffinia, in the depth 
‘ of Africa, and is in fact the long-fought 
« fountain of the Nile. The fecond is a 
‘ bottomlefs pool, at the foot of Mount 
« Ararat, in Afia, which received and 
‘ fwallowed up the waters. of Noah's 
‘ food. The third fprings in Europe, in 
« the empire of Germany, where the roots 
‘ of the Sudetes fhoot out weftward to- 
* wards the plain country, Its waters are 

€ collected in a pool fituated in a delightful 
‘ valley, named by the inhabitants of the 
© country the Swansfield. This pool is 
‘ moft frequently vifited by Zoe, for it 
« is neareft home. You will not find any 
pas « difficulty 
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€ difficulty in diftingwifhing the magic 
€ from common fwans, by a crown 
‘ of feathers on the top of the head. If 
€ you ftand on the watch in the early hour 
“ of the morning, before the rays of the: 
€ rifing fun ftrike the furface of the water,, 
* or in the evening, when in defcending 
‘to reft, its retiring light reddens. the: 
‘ weftern fky, obferve carefully whether: 


© any fwans arrive. If you fee them alight: 


* on the water or among the reeds, you 
© will immediately perceive nymphs bath= 
* ing inftead of fwans, and your eye will 
‘-at once difcover whether your miftrefs. 
© be there, or whether fhe has not this time 
«joined the company of her coufins.. 
© Should fortune bring her to you,.do not 


* delay a moment to take pofleffion. of her 


€ veil and crown,, which you: will find on: 
* the fhore:. you will then have her quite in 
¢ your power, for fhe will not be able to. 


* fly away without this aerial garment. 


* How you are then to proceed, love, I 
* fuppofe,, will. inftrua you.. . 
K 6 © Here: 
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‘ Here friend Theophraftus ended: and 
I marvelled: much at his difcourfe, not 
knowing whether to give his words credit, _ 
or regard him as a {mooth lyar, who 
defired to fend me on a fool’s errand ; but 
a folemn oath, and a firm and guilelefs 
countenance, which feemed fill more 
worthy of credit than any corporal. oath, 
convinced me that fuch was the true ac- 
count of the affair. After a long paufe, : 
I replied, in full confidence of his veracity; 
Come then, my friend; fhip me on 
board inftantly: I will undertake th 


Fer. 


adventure, and like the wandering Jew 


range over the world, till I come to the | 
pool where I may hope to enjoy Chea 
of my wifhes, Rasy op 
«I then fet fail—at Conftantinople 
I took the pilgrim’s ftaff, and joining 
a company of my brethren on their re- | 



























turn from the Holy Land, I made raight 









forthe Sudetes, where I wander 5 tl 
' I was directed to the Swans pool I had had 


‘ fo ot fought. Full in view. of it F 


‘ buile 
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* built this hermitage, under the hypocriticat 
* mafk of devotion; it was foon vifited by” 
* a crowd of pious fouls, for the neigh- 
* bourhood efteemed me a faint, and: came : 
“ in fearch of heavenly confolation to one; 
* who harboured only the defiresof the fleth: 
* all my thoughts and: withes having no 
* other object but the vifit of the fwans.. 
© Soon aftern my fettlementhere,] formed 
£ yonder cove of reeds j in order to watch;. 
* at the proper feafon, for the arrival of the 
* half celeftial vifitants. . found that Fheo- 
* phraftus had not fed me with delufive fors 
* geries; atthe fummer folftice I fawa nums. 


‘ ber offwans alight on the pool, fome retains 


* ing their proper form, and others chang- 

* ing, into beautiful damfels; yet I could 

* hot perceive my beloved Zoe among the 
* fwimmers. I bore the i impatience of des 
* fire for three fummers longer, but in vain, | 
* The fourth came.. I watched with: anxiety 
« from my place of ambufh.. One morning 
* early | heard the found. of wings ruftling 
* over my neal, and immediately perceived 
nec. * — 
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*nymphs wantonly fporting: on the lake, 
* little imagining they were beheld by a fpy. 
* As the day broke I faw with an extacy 
“ of delight the form of the beautiful Zoe 
€ floating before me. My heart throbbed 
¢ {trong in my breaft, butthe hurry of paffion 
€ fo tranfported me, that I no longerremem- 
© bered the inftruétions of my friend Theo- 
‘ phraftus. Inftead of fecuring the poffef— 
* fion of my charming miftrefs, by the cer- 
* tain pledge of her flying veil, the impa- 
 tience of joy carried me out of my watch- 
« houfe of reeds : I lifted up my voice aloud,. 
and cried, Zoe of Naxos, darling of 
*my foul, behold the Italian knight, — 
‘your faithful Paladin, to whom love 
* has whifpered your fecret, and inftigated 
* him to wait here for you at — 
© of beauty. Fi 
“ Great furprize and terror ‘fell on ile 
© abafhed company of bathers; they uttered 
© a loud thriek, took up water in the hollow 
_* © of their hands, anddafhed itlike a thunder- 
~ © fhower againtt me, as if with a.defign to: 
© dazzle 
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Py dazzle my audacious eyes.. In my con- 
* fternation I apprehended the fate of A cteon: 

© at leaft, and drew back in alarm; mean- 

© while they flipped: among the reeds, and 

hid themfelves. Shortly: thereafter I faw 
© feven fwansafcend high into the air: they 

© foon vanifhed from before my eyes.. Inow 
©had time to reflect om my own foolifh: 
© conduct;, I acted like a madman, tore my” 
© coat, plucked my beard, and wept aloud,. 
© till the fury of my forrow funk. gradually 
¢ away into the ftillnef’ of melancholy... E 
¢ flunk in filence to my cell, and took my 
© way along the place whence the fwans. 
© had rifen on wing oppofite my reed cot > 
I there found the morning dew brufhed 
€ fromthe grafs, I fawa trace in the wet fand,, 
which feemed to have been impreffed by 
«the elegant foot of Zoe: befide it laya. 
€ packet clofely rolled up, which I fnatched 
© inhafte. It proved,.upon opening it, to be 
© a woman’s glove of fine white filk, which 
€ would have been too fmall for any other 
: ve Zoe’s delicate hand, ‘There fell out 
“of 
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° of it a ring, ornamented with a fparklinig 
‘ruby, in the fhape of an heart. From’ | 
‘this packet, which-had all the appearance’ 
¢ of being left behind on’ purpofe, I deduced: 
¢ the moft favourable interpretation. Zoe, 
¢ I fuppofed, meant to fay, that fhe left her 
¢ heart behind her,, that fhe was not infenfi- 
“ble to my, deferts; and though fhe could — 
¢ not, for the fake of appearances, part fron? 
“her company, fhe would as foon as pof- 
‘fible return. without. attendants, and 
* hearken.to my defires.. ae 

‘ With thefe thoughts cgnfoled mayfelf 
© and remained one,.two, and more years, — 
‘in longing expectation of another vifit 
‘ from the fwans. _ Nor was my patience : 
« yetexhaufted; butmy imprudencefeemed — 
“to have banifhed them from the pools 
© Afterwards afew returned, andI conceived — 
‘ frefh hopes.. I watched.them clofe, and — 
‘ enjoyed from time to time the ‘unreferved — 
“view of angelic forms with calm indiffe- 
« rence—for how eafy to refift the tempta- a 
“ tion of the banquet, when the appetite is 


wanting !! 
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* wanting ! For my part, I had no eyes but 
‘for the charming Zoe, who has never 
‘ more appeared. Meanwhile I preferve the 
‘ ring in my box, as an holy relic, and in my 
‘ heart the memory of my tender affection, 
‘as a facred depofit: Where I found the 
© packet I have planted rofes and lilies, 
« lovage and forget-me-not. In the deceit- 


* ful hope of the return of my beloved 


€ miftrefs, time has bowed me towards the 
© earth, and ploughed deep furrows in my 
‘ forehead. Yet the arrival of the fwans, 
‘ by reminding me of the adventure of my 


-* youth, and the pleafanteft dream of my 


« life, ftill affords me pleafure. Whenever I 

* now caft a ferious look upon the patft, from 

‘ the margin of my earthly pilgrimage, I 

« feel an uncomfortable fenfation at having 

© fquandered away my life, as a fpendthrift 

€ his riches, without fruit or enjoyment. 
‘ It is gone like the vifion of a long winter’s 
€ night, to which the fancy ftill clings with: 
© fondnefs, and which when you awake 
€ leaves fatigue rather than refrefhment 
| € behind. 
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‘ behind it. Yet I confole myfelf with re- 
‘ fleéting, that mine does not differ from the 
‘common lot of mortals, who to dreant 
* away their lives, confecrate the better part 
‘of it to a phantom of the imagination, 
‘and {pend upon this creature of the brain 
* their whole activity. All enthufiafm, alb 
€ caftle-building in the air, whether it relate 
‘to heaven or earth, is idlenefs and folly; 
¢‘ nor isa devout better than an amorous ca- 

‘ price. Every human being whofe thoughts 
¢ are turned inwards upon himéelf, whether 
*immured in a cell, or wandering about 
‘ the fields and forefts, gaping at the moon, 
* toffing ftraws and flowers ina melan- 
‘ cholic mood into the brook that murmu 
© by him, or fighing out his elegy to ro 7 
* and rivers, or the liftening queen ofn hts 
* is a fenfelefs dreamer. For the Spice 
 cantemplation, let him be of what fort he 
« may, if he does not walk behind the plough, 
“or take the hoe or fpade in his. hand,, 

“is the vileft puppet upon the ftage of 
human life. To have eneraftzd young 
« fruit~ 
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* fruit-trees, planted vines, and reared me= 
‘lons, by which I could refreth the weary” 
‘ traveller, I efteem more meritorious than — 


‘ all the praying, fafting, : and penance, that . - 


‘have raifed the fame of my) piety fo high: 
‘ thefe are works ofr more worth than even 
‘the romance of my jife. _ Therefore,’ 
proceeded father Benno, addreifing himfelf 
to his faithful companion, t the attentive 
Friedbert; ¢ therefore |] would not have 
‘an active young: tian: likey you dream . 
‘away your life in this dreary” folitude. 
€ Stay, however, the fhort time which yet 
* remains to me, perform the laft duties, 
* and lay my bones in the grave which I 
© dug many years ago, in oftentatious hy- 
* pocrify, under yonder rocks. Then re- 
* turn again to the- world, and earn by 
* the fweat of thy brow bread to feed 
“a lovely wife and a blooming circle of 
‘ boys and girls round thy table. The 
‘ rape of the Sabines turned out a fortu- 
* nate adventure to the Romans. Thou, if 
* thot si — aa whether for~ 
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fiept with his fathers. He was configned 
to the earth by his pupil, amid the loud 
Jamentations of every devout foul on the 
mountains; thefe good people egriev- 


_ ed for the lofs of their heavenly interceffor, 


and performed pilgrimages to his. grave; 
which brouglit in good profit to the heir 


of the departed. The pious fimplicity of 


the mourners defired relics from the effeéts 
which had belonged to the holy man: 
the legatee-did not fail to furnifh them 
for fterling cafh; he cut in pieces an 
old -hermit’s frock, and diftributed the. 
fragments to all that fought holy trum- 
pery. The brifknefs of the demand 


~ awakened the {pirit of traffick in his mind : 


he fpeculated upon another article, which 
proved not lefs productive—he divided 
the white-thorn ftaff of his mafter into 


 fmall fplinters, which were to cure the 


tooth-ache, when ufed for tooth-picks : 
and as he didnot want for materials, he 
would have provided all Chrittendom with 
his fovereign tooth-picks, if cuftomers 
had 
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had not failed him. In time the concourf 
abated, rival traders in fanétified commos 
dities drew their fhare of bufinefs, and the 
hermitage became a real’ folitude. . So 
much the better for its poffeffor, who 
could now attend without interruption to 
his romantic ideas. He faw with increaf 
ing fatisfaction the growing days comprefs 
the nights into a narrower fpace, and the 
fun come nearer the crown of his head, 
At the time of the folftice, he went regu. 
larly to the pool, concealed hinafelf morn- 
ing and evening in his fentinel-box of 
reeds, and on the eve of St. Alban’s 
made the difcovery he had fo much at 
heart. Three fwans approached from the 
fouth with a majeftic fweep, and thrice 
encompafied the pool, as if to fueveyaine 
ther every thing was fafe. They g 
ally funk among the reeds, when behold 
three lovely maidens came forth, arm in 
arm, like the three Graces, forming the 
faireft groupe ever beheld by mortal 
eye. They {ported and poifed themfelves 

upon 
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upon the cryftal plain, then a i 


chatted for a time, pouring between | 


of ‘ 


whiles a foft ftream of melody from their : 
tuneful tongues. The lurcher, in an extgcy 
of rapture, ftood motionlefs as a marble : 
ftatue, and had well. nigh: loft the golden — 
opportunity of feizing his prize... Lucki- i 
ly he recovered his recollection and awoke 
juft in feafon from his trance, He left his 
{tation on tip-toe, and crept ‘unperceived 
through the buthes to the pla ee where the 
company of fwans had quitted. d their ethe- 
real robes... He found three virgin’ s veils 
fpread out on the grafs, of an unknown 
texture, finer: than the fpider’ s web; and 
whiter than new-fallen {now : the top was 
drawn through a golden crown, and puff- 
ed fo as to have the appearance of a tuft. 
Round about lay under-garments of coar- 
fer materials, of féa-green lined with 
pink, apparently of Perfian filk. . The 
audacious robber darted at) the fect veil 
that came within his gralp with an eager 
hand. He men: haftened home with ‘his 
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- pool, caution pulled him back ato 
_grot. After a long battle, con. nfidera 


| promote his caufe, to hide the k 
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prey in a tranfport of j ing -wit 
impatience to know what tot f 
fent him. louse pe 
As foon as he had entruftec the t 
to his iron coffer, he rook hie 
kind of terrace at the entrance o 
and there: he ftood wach 
man augur, the flight of the bi 
for the revelation of his own f 
evening ftar began now to fp idle e per 
heavens, when immediat > fir ans: 
with a fhy fufpicious Tigh and ha 
away as if {cared by a bird of pr . 
his heart began to labour with | te 
pulfations, joy thrilled in e 
and nerve: curiofity urged hi 


= 
¥ 
* 
% 





et « r¢ = 
(ae 











gained the victory—a rare 
concerns of love. He 


cluded that it was ‘advifeable, = 


it would be at leaft more f 
she pees the robber, He 
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: mediately kindled his lamp (the light of 
: which he rationally conjeCtured would al- 
Ture the diftreffed fair) took his rofary in his 
; hand, threw himfelf into a devout pofture, 
and counted bead after bead, at the fame 
. time liftening with both his ears if any 
, thing ftirred abroad. 
, The ftratagem fucceeded: he heard a 
, lownoife, like a cautious tread on the fand, 
, as of one afraid of being difcovered. The 
, crafty anchoret redoubled his feigned de- 
j votion as foon as he found he was obferv- 
ed: having ended his orifons, he rofe 
, from his cufhion, and looked fideways, 
_where fhe ftood, his fair captive! .in the 
fimpleft female attire, with a countenance 
expreffive of the deepeft grief, in the cap- 
-tivating foftnefs of filent, bafhful beauty. 
‘The feeling heart of Friedbert at the 
. moving fight melted away like wax be- 
, fore the flame of candle, in the tendernefs 
_ of foft defire. The faireft ftudent.of fenti- 
, Mental novels would in vain afpire to rival 
, the inimitable expreffion of her forrow. She 
, Vou. I. L, opened 
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opened her Joyely, mouth, with the accents 
of an anxious fuppliant; the young I her- 
amit heard a melodious -voice foothe his 
ear, but underftood ‘not a. word of her 
difcourfe, for the maiden’s language Was 
ftrange to him.. He, however, eafily.gu 
that the fubftance of her addrefs amount- 
ed to.an heartfelt petition for the refto- 
ration of her veil: but the ‘malicious 
hermit purpofely mifunderftood. henge 
tures, and only tried to. make her. 
hend, that in this afylum of piety tical’ 
nothing to fear for her virtue, He fhew- 
ed her a cleanly couch in a feparate apart- , 
ment, fet. before her choice. ‘fruit and 
{weetmeats, and. exerted . all his” : 
miit’s addrefs to gain her confidence. ‘I 
afflicted beauty feeméd however to take 
no notice of his attentions, — _ She - fate 
down in a corner, gave herfelf es as 
row, wrung her lily-white ha wept 
and fobbed without - remiffion,. ¥ the 
pious. Friedbert took fo much to. heart, 
_ that he could not refrain from es In 
this 
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this weeping drama he acted his part 


fo artfully, that the fair ftranger found 
fome alleviation of her forrows in his 
Kind participation, abfolyed. the fympa- 
thifing philanthropift from all fufpicion 
of the robbery, and in her heart begged 
pardon for the injury her thoughts had 
done him. She wifhed only to find out 
fome means of conveying to her pious hoft 
the occafion of her forrow, as he feem- 
ed not precifely able to guefs what it was 
for which fhe wept. 

The firft night paffed very mournfully 5 
but the rofy finger of the dawn has ever 
been endowed with the power of drying — 
up the tears of the afflicted. At fun-rife 
Friedbert was careful to perform his 
«morning devotions; a circumftance which 


gave his fair gueft great fatisfaction. She 


fuffered. herfelf to be perfuaded to tafte ~ 


of the breakfait provifions ; and afterwards 


went out to the fide of the pool, to make 
another fearch for her loft vejl, for fhe now 


| imagined fome wanton zephyr had played 


L 2 \ her 
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$ her a malicious trick, and carried it away : 
among the bufhes. The officious Fried-— 
bert attended, and helped her very ‘fin- : 


cerely to fearch, well affured nothing 
would be found. The ill fuccefs of the 
experiment again darkened the damfel’s 








countenance; but her veins were filled — 


with light ethereal blood, and forrow was 
as little capable of ftriking deep root 
into her heart, as deadly nightfhade into 
a quick-fand. She accommodated her- 
felf, by degrees, to her fortune: her 
heavy eye gliftened like a cloud illumi- 





nated by the gleam of evening; fhe grew 7 






familiar with the affociate of her folitude, 
and her glances would fometimes fix 
with pleafure on his blooming cheeks, _ 
The watchful anchoret obferved the omen 
with inward fatisfa€tion: and ftrove ll 
much the more earneftly to improve thefe 
favourable prepofieffions, and to fecure 
his advantage by a thoufand little fervices. — 
So much were his fentiments refined, and — 
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fweh an infight had he acquired into the fe- 
male heart, that shis plain, broad, ruftic 
fenfe, feemed to have been caft in a new 
mould. Inventive love by degrees fup- 
plied the fequeftered pair with a laconic 
language, but a language fo expreffive, 
that they could converfe as. intelligibly as 
Inkle and Yarico. | 

Friedbert had long harboured a with to 
know of what tongue, from what country 
and race the fair unknown fprung; as alfo 
in what fituation of life fhe had been born, 
that he might judge how far love had 
matched like with like. Being an unlearn- 


ed layman, he had no idea that the delicate. 


mouth of the lovely maid was rounded 
by Grecian founds: for to him. every 
language but Swabian was no better than 
Chinefe. He was informed, by the help 
of the new-invented dialeét, that fortune 
had thrown into his net a Grecian beauty. 
In Friedbert’s time, indeed, no Greek 
model had inflamed the fancy of the.Ger- 
man youth: no one dreamed of tranflat- _ 
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ing the charms of his miftrefS into Greek, 
to c@lebrate her Greciart form, to eftimate 
the fineft proportion of the female perfon 
at between eight and nine heads; or to 
denominate that a Grecian profile, where 
the root of the nofe is continued in a 
ftraight line from the forehead. The eye 
and.not the ruler, the feelings andnot {chool 
fubtleties, were the fole judges of beauty : 
their fentence was deemed valid; and 
no man troubled himfelf about the opi- 
nion of Greek or Barbarian on the fub- 
je&t. But Friedbert opened both his ears, 
when fhe informed him that fhe was of - 
princely blood, and no other than the 
youngeft daughter of Zeno and the beau- 
tiful Zoe of Naxos. 

‘Explain to me,’ ‘fhe veil 
‘ friendly hermit, if thou knoweft, the 
* nature of this pool; tell me why my 
‘ mother warned her daughters to avoid 
¢ the northern bath? Had fhe herfelf at 
‘any time the misfortune to lofé her 
« veil here? She ufed to fend us every 
Pats J Pre. year 
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“year to the fources of the Nile, with- 
© out ever accompanying us herfelf; for 
¢ my father, from jealoufy, kept her in 
* clofe' confinement. till his death: and, as 
* fhe could no longer renovate her youth 
© and beauty in the fairy bath, fhe loft her 
¢ bloom, faded away, and grew old. She 
© now pafies her widowhood in melancholy 
¢ folitude—for when youth and beauty 
€ are once flown, life has dittle enjoyment 


© left for our ‘fex: We lived under the » 


© care of our mother, far from the court 
© of my uncle, who fucceeded my fa- 


© ther in the government of the Cyclades ; 
© nor did fhe ever part from ‘us, except 


« for the fhort time of our annual vifit to 
the fairy fprings. My elder fitters once 
« ventured on a flight towards the north ; 
© the levity of youth made them difre- 
* gard the warning of their mother: they 
 fuppofed that they fhould be lefs opprefi- 
“ed by a fultry climate in thefe regions 
* than in the deferts bordering on Egypt. 


*« We met with no misfortune in this ex- 


L 4 ¢ pedition ;. 
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“ pedition ; we repeated it feveral times, 


~ 


~ 


~ 


~ 


~ 


~ 


“ 


~ 


~ 


~ 


nn 


“~ 


~ 


without our mother’s knowledge, till T 
became the victim of my elder fifters’ 
curiofity. Ah, where does the malig- 
nant enchanter, who lurks in fecret to 
rob the bathing nymphs of their veil, 
conceal himfelf? Do thou, holy man, 
exorcife the defpiteful.. forcerer, that he 
may fall down headlong before my feet, 
out of the air, if he is an inhabitant of 
the upper regions ; or, if he fhuns’ the 
light, let him afcend at the folemn hour 
of midnight out of the gaping earth, 


and reftore me my property. and inheri-" 
tance, which can neither render him fer- 


vice nor procure him pleafure’ 
- Friedbert was not alittle rejoiced at the 








miftake of the charming Callifta refpect- 


‘ ing the author of the theft, and did all he 


manid to confirm her in it. He invented 
a ftory of fome prince, who for his fins, — 
as tradition fays, was damned to wander 
about the Swans-field, where he takes a 
malicious pleafure in annoying the winged 


vifitants 
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wifitants of the pool. At the fame time 
he gave her to underftand, that he was 
not invefted with the power of exorcifing 
fpirits ; but that he had heard of a certain 
~ Swanhilda, who many ages fince loft her 
veil, but found inftead a faithful lover, 
and under the pinions of wedded love 
contentedly refigned the means of flight, 
efpecially as the prefervative: of. youth.. 
and beauty lay fo near at hand. In 
this reprefentation. the charming Callifta 
found much confolation: yet to live in a 
folitudé, however richly . the romantic 
fpot had been adorned by the bounty. of | 
nature, feemed not much to. fuit.her dif- 
pofition ;—a proof that: fentimental foft-. 
nefs, the twin fitter of-love, had not yet. 
entered into her heart ; for-a lonely‘ vale, - 


.in,fome remote uninhabited ifland, 1s the 


true elyfium of fentimental fouls.. No 
fooner did’ the complaifant hermit: per-. 
ceive which way the wifhes of his gueft 
pointed, than he confented to quit the her- 
mitage. At the fame time he. hinted, that 

L 5 nothing | 





bert’s *Mothér lived, bleffing the memory | 


family.’ Upon’ every maimed and wounded 
~ pike-man, who, onehis return from the 
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nothing could recompenfe him for the 
facrifice he made, in returning to the tu- 
mults of the world, but the enjoyment of 
domeftic happinefs in the arms of a Vvir- 
tuous wife. Here his eyes glanced with 
fo much tendernefs upon her, as perfectly 
to explain and apply the general fenti- 
ment. She blufhed and looked down, a 
movement fo animating to his hopes, that 
he inftantly fet about packing up; having 
performed this, he decked himfelf once 
more in a foldier’s habit, and, with his 
fair companion by his fide, purfued the 
path which led to his home. = 

In Swabia there is a fmall town, called 
Fglington on the Rock ; it belongs to the 
Gravenegg family, and it was there Fried- 



















of her departed’ hufband, and curfing the 
PCop: le of Meiffen, whom fhe fi ID of - : to 
have cut off Friedbert, the laft ftay of he 








“aplpeiion Mase alms at-her door, fhe 
2 ae charitably 
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charitably beftowed an eleemofynary far- 
thing. She never failed, on thefe occafions, 
to make enquiries after her fon; and if a 
prating invalid had the wit to invent a fto- 


ry on the fpot—how he fought like a good. 


man and true and fell like an hero; how. 
many falutations he fent to his loving mo-. 
ther, before he save. up the ghoft. on the 


. field of battle, fhe would draw the lyar a_ 


cup of wine, and pour fuch a flood of ma- 


~ ternal tears, that you. might have wrung out. 


the wet from her tucker. In fuch lamenta- 
tions four fummers had now pafied. away,. 
and the chilly air of autumn was begin- 
ning to fhake the difcoloured leaves: fom, 
the. ‘trees, when the decent, till, little 
town fuddenly broke out into a tumuls. 
tuous uproar of joy. A meffenger on 
horfeback brought wordy. that the valiant 
Friedbett had not. fallen in the defeat, but. 


S was now on his return ‘from diftant lands _ 


- - 
= = 


to his native place, habited as a ftately. 


kn ight that had atchieved many adven- 


tures in the Eaft; and was bringing home. 
«es L 6. a fair. 
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a fair and noble bride,—no lefs than’ the 
daughter of the Sultan of Egypt, 
immenfe dower, Fame, we well ican 
magnifies every thing. It .was true that 
Friedbert, between the inheritance of Fa- 
ther Benno and his tooth-pick mani 
had acquired fo much. wealth as enabled 
him to fwell his pomp. from place to place, 
- as he journeyed onward.. He bought pal. 
freys and horfes of burthen, cloathed himfelf 
and the fair Callifta with great magnifi, 
cence, and proceeded with as high a care. a 
riage as if he had been Lord Ambala 
to his Moft Catholic Majefty. _ ~ a 

As foon as the train was feen moving: 
along on'the Augfpurg road, all the pe 
habitants aflembled with great | 
and clapping of hands; Friedbert’s s f | 
and ‘brothers-in-law,. and the Some enel 

cil in their robes, with the reverend baili i 
at their head, went out to meet him, with — 
colours flying: they moreover caufed the 
drums to beat and the bells to ring for 
Jey of their reCUming, fellow citizen, as 
though 
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_ though one had-rifen from the dead.. The 


tearful mother é¢mbraced her fon with 
gladnefs that wore the face of grief; She 
made a great feaft for her friends and-rela- 
tions, and diftributed. her whole ftore of 


_ farthings among the poor. She could not 


fatisfy her eyes with looking at the delicate: 
fhape of her future daughter-in-law, and’ 
had. almoft. ftifled her with carefies, and 
ftunned her with.a profufion of her well- 
intended babbling. The fair Greek be- 
came the talk ofjtown and country. Knights 


and. nobles and plebeian. connoiffeurs in: 


female beauty, came in fhoals, calling the 
happ¥ Eriedbert brother and coufin, and. 
vowing him eternal regard and fellowfhip, 
He, however, feeling the jealous. vein 


_ beat in his temples fo hard as to pro- 


duce a dizzinefs and head-ach, concealed 
his beautiful Callifta from the eyes of all 
the world. He planted his watchful mo- 
ther as a kind.of duenna over her, when- 
ever he rode out to pay his compliments 
to the inact of. Graveneggs whofe vaflal he 

Was. 
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was.. At the fame time he urged his 
fuit with unremitting: atdour; and the fair 
Greek, fecing no chance of returning to 
her own country, and feeling ‘no diflike 
to her blooming fweet-heart, whofe “ape, 
pearance now,. as a well-dreffed f{quire,, 
was very different from her firft aequaint- 
ance, the hermit in fackcloth,. was con- 
tent to overlook the difference of rank,, 
and confented to the: ‘union; | He pre- 
fénted her with a coftly wedding fuit,. 
the happy da? was fixedy the fatted ‘calf: 
and capons were killed, — the: dding- 
take kneaded. ot tages 
~The day before, our 
cording to the cuftom of the country, rode 
out to invite company to the mi 3 
feaft. In his abfence the ‘beaut Bl 
employed. herfelf in arranging the “bridal 
drefs: female vanity led her to try the 
_ New gown, in order to fee whet 3 > TIE - 
ted her delicate fhape. ‘The fpirit f find- 
ing fault, one of the endowments of the: 
tir ries, foon led her to perceive fomething 
~amifs > 
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vamifs: an alteration appeared neceflary,, 
and fhe called in the advice ef the 


old mother. The fir fight of 


the lady full dreffed fet her ready: tongue 


in motion. She poured a torrent. of 


praife on the elegant fhape of her lovely 
datishter, and did not ceafe to admire. 


her fon’s tafte in the choice, and: the: 


mantua-maker’s art in the cut of the 
gown. But when fhe found the dam-. 


fel differed in opinion on the latter: 


‘queftion, fhe ¢hanged he’ tone, left the 
fhould betray her inexperience in. the 
nicegg 
was allowed no quarter. The criticifm of 





the lady fell principally on the awkward 


fhape of the veil, which fhe compared 


‘to a clumfy Augfpurg umbrella) «Ah? 
-faid fhe, with a fich, «if the Grecian veil, 
 -€ with its golden crown, did but’ grace - 

-€ my bridal drefs! had I but its light 
“and fhowy arch, floating in ‘the air and 


¢ fporting with the breeze, then would the 


_ € maidens of the town view me-with envy, 


fand 


of fafhion; and the poor artift- 
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* and Friedbert’s beloved would be efteem- 
© ed the faireft of brides: Alas, it is gone? 
“ the grace of the Grecian maid, the be- 
‘ {tower of the charms, which enchant 
« the eyes of our youth.’ Here a defpond- — 
ing tear dropped from her rofy cheek on 
her fnow-white bofom, which quite melted 
the good mother, efpecially as fhe held 
the weeping of a bride for as bad an omen 
as the crying of a child in its mother's. 
womb. Her fympathy {queezed’ out the 
fecret, which had long. ftood juft between: 
her lips—for the open-hearted F a 
had. unwarily entrufted the loquac 
dame with the prize of. his ftratager 
without adding any. account; of i its. en 
perties.. He had only defired her to 
lay it by in a fafe place, as a pledge of 
love he had taken from Callifta, en- | 
joining her by no. means to hint that fhe | 
had it.in. her poffeffion.. The matron, re~. 
joiced at fo good an opportunity of. eafin z 
her bofom of a load which had Jong lain. 
upon it like a ftone:. ‘Weep not,’ faid 
the, 
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fie, ‘my tender damfel : let not your bright 


* eyes be eclipfed, and the joys of wedlock 
* be overcaft with tears. Give yourfelf 
‘no trouble about+the veil; it has been 
* carefully preferved and is now in my 
* pofieffion. Since you have fuch a long- 
“ing defire—promife but to. keep it 
‘ from your hufband, and not to betray, 
“me, and I will fetch it from my 
* flax-chamber : I long myfelf to fee how 
‘it fuits your wedding cloaths, and be- 
* comes you.’ Callifta ftood motionlefs as 
a ftatue ; the blood ftopped in her veins 


for aftonifhment. Joy for the difcovery, 
and anger at Friedbert’s hypocrify, held 


her in fufpenfe for feveral feconds ; but on. 
hearing the matron tramping back in her 
wooden fhoes, fhe collected all her thoughts, 
joyfully received the veil from her hands, 
threw open the window, and as the faftened 
the golden crown on her head, and. the 
ethereal garment rolled down her fhoul- 
ders, fhe was changed to a. fwan, {pread 
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face with an execration from his mother: 
the good lady drew up the flood- gates 
of her eloquence, and a cataract of re- 
proach and abufe dafhed down upon 
him. Sufpecting immediately what had 
happened, he began to rave like a mad- 
man; and would have compleated the 
tragedy by killing both his mother and 
himfelf, if the loud ftorm raifed by her 
voice had not brought the whole houfhold 


together in. time to difarm the furious 





Orlando. 

- When the firft burft of violence had 
blown over, they fell to calm explanations, 
Friedbert endeavoured to free himfelf from 
the fufpicion of being an exorcifer of fpirits,. 
of an adept in the black art: in order to clear 
himfelf from the imputation of attempting 
to impofe upon his orthodox mother, for 
a daughter-inelaw a fhe-devil in difguife, 
he related the whole progrefs of his adven- 
ture with the beautiful Greek, and ex- 
plained the quality of her flying garment, 
Evidence, however, commonly labours in 

, vain: 


7 
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or immiured in a cloifter by a hard-hearted 
farher, the lover has a ftraight road before 
him: he may either follow her to the 
grave, purfue the robber and refcue the 
prize, or break through the bars and bolts 
of the cloifter-doors—but when fhe flits 
away out of a window, who but your 
Parifian aeronauts can pretend to purfue 
her? DUnluckily the noble art of failing 
through the fields of zther could ftand 
poor Friedbert in little ftead, the difco- 
very being referved for an happier and wifer 
age. The dim-fighted or envious wife- 
acres of the Royal Society* may judge 
as flightingly as they pleafe of the aéroftati- 
cal projects of their neighbours, yet it is ob-= 
vious, that a marechauffée in the air, which 
fhould rain down melted brimftone and 
pitch, would more effectually check {mug- 
gline on the Britifh coafts, than all their 


| 

* I thall only inform the reader, that this paflage 
 flands exaétly thus in the original, and leave him 
' to make his own reflections UPON It TZ, 
: 


heavy 


238 +° THE STE 
heavy cutters and g 
with the longeiediae al 
of the jeg nn 
-Friedbert had i pa 
upon the track of his fu 
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diftance from Swabia ‘to the * | 
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“ prince of theifland?’: With fuch thoughts 
did our defpairing lover torture himfelf 


day after day; but he might have {pared 
thimfelf thefe unpleafant reflections, if 
he had been fenfible to the violence of 
his paffion, and had known ‘what miracles 
-enthufiafin | is. ufed to perform. Inftiné 


immediately produced the. refolution, 


which calm confideration could never have 
Drought to maturity. After he had re- 
duced his property to the dimenfions of his 
spocket-book, he faddled his horfe, rode 
out at the back gate,.in order to avoid the 
dong-winded farewell of hismothex, croffed 


_ the bounds of his country ata brifk trot, 


jut as if he had intended to reach the 
Cyclades without baiting on the road. He 
luckily recollected the. way father Benno 
had’taken ; and .arrived, as he had done, 
fafe and found in the harbour of Naxos, 
after having fuftained many parrthips On 

the voyage from Venice. ry 
Fle jumped nimbly on Pia and bea a 
fecret_ pleafure on treading the earth thar 
bore 
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walk into the eaft, and lie perdue at the 
fources of the Nile. While he was delibe- 
rating with himfelf on this difficulty, prince 
Ifidor of Paros, who held of the Defpot 
of the Cyclades at Naxos, arrived for the 
purpofe of celebrating his nuptials with 
Mifs Irene, fifter to the fair Callifta. 
Great preparations were made for the re- 
joicings, which were to conclude with a 
fplendid tournament. The hero from 
Swabia felt his antient military courage 
roufed at this news. He wasa fufferer both 
from difappointment and liftlefinels ; of 
courfe he wanted diverfion, and expected to 
find it at the appointed games, to which 
knights of every country were invited by 
proclamation in the market-place of the 
city, and at all the erofs roads. In his 
own country he had no pretenfions to en- 
ter the lifts; and had he prefumed to in- 
trude among the knights, he would have 
been infallibly expofed to public fcorn and 
mockery. But at this diftance he thought’ 
he ran no rifque by invefting himfelf, under 
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‘ whom the common etiquette of courts 
had left in the poffeffion of titular beauty, 


as an Ex-miunitter is ftill {tyled His Excel- 


| lency, though the tooth of time had gnawn 


away every one of the good lady’s charms, 
and Apelles could now only ufe her as 
a model for a fine old head. He affumed, 
on his introduction to her, the character 
of. an Italian knight. And whether Zoe 
ftill retained a predilection for travellers 
of this denomination, or perceived the ring 
that had once been hers, now fparkling 
wath its heart-fhaped ruby on the adventu- 
rer’s finger, he met with the moft welcome 
reception ;. the feemed, indeed, to take a 


| fingular fancy to him. When the tumult of 


the miarriage-rejoicings was over, the prin- 
cef$ guitted the court, and retired to the 
filent refidence of her palace: but F ried- 
bert received permiffion to enter the mo- 
naftic fanétuary, a privilege confined to a 
few confidential friends; and Zoe by de- 
grées came to regard him with the affec 
tion of a parent. As they were once walk- 
9uiiSD ? M-2 ing 
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ing among the trees in the park, the — 
drew him afide, and faid, * I have a boon 
‘ to beg, fir knight, which you muft not 
‘ refufe: Tell me how you got poffef- 
* fion of the ring you wear on the lit- 
‘ tle finger of your left hand. That ring 
” 








was formerly mine.—I know not how 
or when I loft it; and I long exceed- 
ingly to know how it came into your 
hands.” * Noble lady,’ replied the art- 
ful adventurer, ‘ I honourably gained the 
ring at a tilting match, from a valiant 
knight, whom I vanquifhed in my own 
country ; and who unhappily loft his life 
on the occafion. But how he came by 
it, whether it was the prize of war, pur- 
chafed from a Jew, received as the re- 
compence of knighthood, or inherited 
from his  apseraait I am not able to 
© inform you.” ‘ What would you do,’ 
replied Zoe, ‘ fhould I demand it as my 
€ property 2’ ‘It would ill become the gal- 
* lantry of our knightly profeffion to refufe 
* a lady’s requeft.’——* Yet I do not 
‘ defire 
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* defire as a prefent what you nobly ac- 
* quired in war: I will recompenfe you 


according to your eftimation of the 


* jewel ; and moreover always retain a deep 
« fenfe of the obligation.’ 

Friedbert was by no means difconcerted _ 
at the requifition ; he rather rejoiced that 
his plan had fo well fucceeded. ‘ Your 
« wifhes,’ he proceeded, ‘ virtuous pmn- 
« cefs, are to me an inviolable law. I 
« pledge my blood and property to you, 
* on the honour of a knight ; thefe I will 
© freely rifque whenever you require ; only 
* do not defire me to violate my oath, 
« and wrong myconfcience. After gaining 
_£ the ring inan hard and doubtful combat, 


_* I] made a folemn vow, and engaged the 


€ falvation of my precious foul, never to 
* quit the ring, till I had beftowed it as 


© the pledge of my hand and heart, before 


© the holy altar, in token of matrimonial 


_ § fidelity. I can only be abfolved from 


* this oath by fulfilling it. But if you are 
« difpofed to affift me therein, I can have 
| M 3 ‘ no 
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promotes love,.as the ftiff brocade of our 
Lady of Loretto infpires devotion. A plain 
decent difhabille is the proper uniform of 


* love—it makes more conquefts than a 


cuirafs of jewels,.or an head-piece of point 
and gauze,.with the addition of triumphant 
plumes, which gain no victory. Friedbert 
floated in a ftream of pleafure, but did’ not 
fuffer himfelf to be hurried. away by it. 
In the tumult of the reftoration of the 
court, amid fong, and dance, and miufic, the 
wrinkles of forrow ftill furrowed his brow. 
For him did the faireft maids of Greece 
adorn themfelves, that like armed mags 
nets they might attract his heart more forci= 
bly: nevertheieis he remained coid and un- 
moved. Refpecting the theory of love, Zoe 
had herfelf always followed the doctrine of 
her countryman, the fage Plato—whether 
from inclination, or becaufe the watchful 
jealoufy of her defpotic hufband allowed 
her paffions no freer {cope, may be hard to 
decide ; but to a knight in full blood, fhe: 
pene the fenfual fyftem of Epicurus. 
M 4 ae 
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_ much better adapted ; therefore the difpofed 
every thing with the view of entrapping his 
heart through the medium of his fenfes. 
But fhe found herfelf miftaken in her fpe- 
culations. Neither Epicurean fenfuality, 
nor the more refined and fentimental purity 
of Platonic love, feemed to be the fyftem 
for him: he appeared rather to be a ftrié 
adherent of the Stoics—a difcovery which 
-raifed no fmall aftonifhment, while it 
afforded but faint hopes of the ring. 

In this ftate of indecifion feveral months 
had elapfed, when the impatient dame 
thought it high time to hold a conference 
with er knight, for fo fhe ufed to call him, 
on the concerns of his heart. On the day 
when the return of {pring was celebrated, 
and all her virgins, adorned with recent 
flowers, were engaged in the choral dance, 
fhe found him penfive and alone. He 
was amufing himfelf in an arbour, with a 
paftime fymbolical of unfuccefsful love— 
plucking and tearing to pieces frefh 
blown flowers. ‘. Unfeeling knight!’ fhe 

exclaimed, 
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exclaimed, as the approached, * has the 


© bloom of nature fuch little charms for 
* you, that you cannot employ _yourfelf 
* better than in tearing to pieces her 
earlieft prefents, and profaning the feaft 
of Flora? Is your heart fo incapable of 
every foft and amiable affeétion, that 
neither the flowers of my garden, nor 
the blooming race of the virgins of my 
court, can make a tender impreffion 
upon it? Why do you remain in this 
folitary arbour, when Joy is calling you 
aloud to yon feftive hall, and Love fmiles 
in every bloffom, and peeps from all the 
focial bowers of this garden? But if 
your fadnefs fprings from the tender 
paffion, make me acquainted’ with your 
fecret pain, if perchance it lies within 


my power to fatisfy the cravings of your 


‘heart’ ¢ Your fagacity, difcreet Zoe,’ 
replied Friedbert, ‘ has pierced the recef- 


* fes of my foul: you judge very juftly 


* that a latent fire glows within mybofom : 


* nor do I know, whether I fhould feed 


M 5 it 
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* it with the oil of hope, or whether it'‘will 
* confume the marrow of my bones. 
© Towards every virgin that celebrates the 
* feaft of Flora in the fprightly choral 
« my heart is infenfible and cold, ‘The di 
€ vine maid, to whom Ihave devoted my 
¢ enraptured heart, does not move in that 
‘ circle of chearful dancers: yet I have 
« difcovered her in your palace; b : 
. haps fhe is only a creature of the glow- 
‘ ing imagination of the painter. Yet 7 
€ cannot believe that the. artift could have 
‘ invented fuch a portrait: no, the matter 
© hand of nature mutt ee ; 
¢ the original traits of fo glorious a. copy.” 
The princefs was impatient to learn. 
what picture: had‘ made fo pone : 
preffion on the’ young: adventurer. © Fol- 
© low me,’ faid fhe; © ‘this inftant: int to tl 
‘ palace : let me “know whether’ the ca- 
© price of Cupid i is making wi : 
¢ heart, by offering you ‘a’ “cloud inftead 
‘ of a Goddefs, for his malice is unbound> 
_* ed; or whether, Cony: to his — 
. ae 
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DOR TRErV ETL: = asx 
“ he, has dealt honeftly,. and deftined- 
€ you a fubftantial prize in his lottery.’ 
Zoe had a felec collection of paintings, 


' partly works of the greateft mafters, and 


partly family pieces. Among the former 
were portraits of the moft celebrated Gre-. 
cian beauties. of every age: among the 
latter was her own form, reprefented in: 
various attitudes and employments, with: 
all thofe youthful charms which fhe pof- 
feffed while the yet vifited the fairy waters. 
A gleam of vanity—for vanity will fome- 
times adhere to the fex beyond the grand 
climacteric—a recollection of her former 
fplendor amid the prefent decay, fuggefted : 
the idea, that probably her own portrait had 
enchanted Friedbert’s imagination; and. 
fhe felt the glow of fecret fatisfaction, 
when: fhe fancied herfelf faying to him, . 
*: Friend, I am myfelf.the original of that 
* painting.’ The idea of his aftonifhment, . 

when: the powerful fpell fhould thus. 

break; gave her great glee by anticipation. 
Sit Slyboots, however, was too fure of his 
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aim: he had no apprehenfion, whatever he 
pretended, of an illufion of the painter. He 
well knew that the original exifted im na- 
ture, and was far more beautiful than the 
imitation by the artift: he was only igno-. 
rant where it was to be found, and eat 

could get it into his poffeffion. iad 
On entering the gallery he flew with fiery 
impatience towards the beloved portrait, — 
and throwing himfelf into the attitude of 
worfhip : ‘ Behold here the goddefs of my 
‘devotion ; where is fhe to be found? On 
‘your lips, difcreet princefs, hangs my def- 
‘ tiny—decide whether I'am to live Or die; 
‘If am deceived by a bewitching phantom, 
‘let me fink lifelefs at your feet: but if my 
« own prefentiments juttify the choice of my 
‘ heart, difcover to me what land or people 
« poffefies this jewel, that I may fally forth 
“in queft of my miftrefs, and gain her fa- 
‘vour byknightly atchievements.’»The ve- 
nerable princefs was. not a little: difcon- 
certed at this unexpected difcovery: a fe- 
rious air overfhadowed her face, whofe 
well. 








































OF THE VEIL. — as¢ 
well-proportioned oval—for fo much of 


“her former felf remained—had been hi- 


‘therto rounded by a whimfical idea ; but it 
‘was now elongated a good inch inthe line 
from the forehead to the chin: * Inconfi- 


_ © derate young man,’ faid fhe, ‘ how could 


© you devote your heart to a miftrefs, of 
© whom you know not whether fhe has 
© ever exifted, whether fhe is your con- 
“ temporary, and ftill lefs whether the 
* can return your leve? Your prefenti- 
* ments have not deceived you indeed; 
* this fair portrait is neither a fiction nor 


* thejmonument of a beauty of paft ages; it 


< belongs to a young maiden, whofe name 
* is Callifta — once, alas! my: darling 


© daughter! but now a wretch deferving 


“ pity. She can never be yours: her bo- 
‘ fom glows with an inextinguifhable 
* flame for a villain, whom a fpace of 
* many hundred miles feparates from her; 
‘ for though fhe has had firmnefs to 
‘ efcape from his infidious wiles, yet she 


~ § till doats upon him, and now, in the re- 


— © tirement 


¥ 
the, 
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from his lurking-place,. overtook. the- 
€ hindmoft of the. party; bore ‘her, on. 
£ board his fhip, and. carried her away,. 
© while her light-heeled: fifters -efcaped. . 
‘He tried’ a thoufand: arts to infinuate 
«jhimfelf into her» good. graces; and: 
© fueceeded but too, well. in. ftealing 
© away her ‘Hieart:> flie forgot the: dignity 
© of her’ birth, and: was on. the. point of” 

© ‘binding. heffelf to the traitor by the indif-. 
 foluble contraét,,when a propitious wind ' 
£ brought a boat to the ftrand. The idea of; 
eee: country,. and. the tears, her mother 
“© was fhedding on-her account, rufhed into - 


© her mind:: fhe gave ‘ear to the voice. 


€ of duty, and feized,the. oportunity of: 
= rem from. captivity., But. the. irs. 
* refiftible paffion,; which had taken pof- 


- € feffion of her heart, purfued her by land . 





€ and fea: it has funk deep traces of forrow 
< in her breaft, and banifhed all the fpright- 
¢ linefs of youth... The fpark of her pining, 
* eyes is ready to expire +, and melancholy 


. _—— foon unite her with the grave, which 
c fhe 
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“fhe has chofen for her bridegroom? 
* If fo,’ interrupted Friedbert, * her grave 
* fhall be mine. My life is in my own 
* hand; who fhall Hinder me from dying 
with the beautiful Callifta?, I only re- - 
queft one favour, that my body may be 
interred near her; fo fhall my fhade 
watch over her grave. Yet indulge 
me firft with the melancholy confo- 
lation of declaring to her that fhe is the 
lady of my heart; I will deliver her the 
ring as the pledge of my fidelity, in order 
to be abfolved from my vow; and 90% 
may then receive it as the inh 
« your daughter.’ he ae ‘ 
Mother Zoe was fo affected by this 
pathetic declaration on the part of the 
youthful knight, that fhe refrained not 
from tears. And fhe fet fo high a value 
on the ring, that fhe could not refufe 
his requeft. She was only afraid that in 
the prefent fituation of her heart the 
young lady would not receive fo ambi- 
guous a prefent. Friedbert, however, was 
able 
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able to convince her that fuch a piece — 
of gallantry was not inconfiftent with the 
ftricteft notions of the ladies refpeéting the 
inviolable fanctity of prior engagements. 


_ She therefore yielded to his entreaty, and 


furnifhed him with a written order to the 
abbefs, to be admitted to an audience with 
the inconfoleable Callifta. Friedbert fet 
out early, hope and doubt fpurred on his 
fteed, for he was impatient to know how 
his miftrefs would receive him.  Cir- 


-cumitances feemed to indicate that fhe 


would pardon his theft of the veil. He 
entered the virgin’s cell. with a beating 
heart; the young lady was fitting on a 
fofa, with her face turned from the door; 
her hair fell in natural ringlets down her 








_ Shoulders, and was only negligently bound 


with a fky-blue ribband, Her funk eye, 
and features, feemed to betray deep me- 


Jancholy ; her head was fupported on her 


lily-white arm, She took but little no- 

tice of the perfon who approached; yet 

his unaccuftomed tread impreffed her 
with 
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ftealing a veil, every new reafon tended 
* more and more to appeafe the damfel’s 

; wrath. As foon as he difcovered that his 
atsuments i in mitigation of the theft found 
: admhittance into her heart, he was no longer 
5 
3 






/ im dread left the fhould take flight, either 
out at the door or through the window. ; 
‘The palpable proof of his fidelity, his 
: journey » after her from Swabia ‘to the 
_ Cyclades, and her perfuafion that he would 
; have followed her to the world’s end, pro- 
i ow rey 
: 
Nt 








| him at laft full forgivenefs. The. 
: “lady avowed her love, and agreed to ome 
the lot of life with him. 

— EMAC ory over fo many obftacles put the 
en Friedbert in fuch extacy, that he 
was tinable to grafp the meafure of his hap- 

sinefs. He hurried back, attended by his 

_ lovely miftrefs, and intoxicated with joy, to 
i —the” ' palace of her mother. Zoe was 
+ sely furprized, that the melancholy » 
~ Callifta thould fo fuddenly have abandoned 
- ‘her refolution of r mourning: away life ee: 
| tein human fociety ; for on her entrance: 
into, 

















60 THE ‘Tes 
into her mother’s apartment not a f 
of fadnefs could be perceived on he oo 3 
Friedbert had nearly fallen a ect 01 a me 
into the fufpicion of practifing m | 

pecially when the old lady was 2 
the parties, that the prelimi 
indiffoluble union were as god as { 
for fhe had never imagined th 
of the wandering knight to d sliver . 
to the lady of his heart, aimed at the - : 

queft. of her heart, efpecially as my r ) 

pofed an earlier competitor had taken 
poffeffion of it, and in. proc — f 

right had kindled fire on thew altar, 
on his own property. Howe 4 
{tranger ftood in the princef's d grac 
this predileétion had no i uence z ° 
royal prejudices in favour of hi 
and before Zoe gave her final c¢ 
required the adventurer to fub to. , 
regular proof of his pedig —_ ‘No 

though at Naxos, as well as elfewhere, 
there are genealogical fmiths, it » | 
fhop he staal have had al brazen table 
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of progenitors fabricated with little trouble, 
of a length and breadth fuitable to the for- 
miality, yet he prudently refted his preten- 
fions to be admitted into fo illuftrious a 
family on the teftimony of love, who, as 
he faid, pairs like with like, and does ‘not 
couple the jackdaw with the eagle, nor the 
owl with the oftrich. In faying this he 
appealed to his fword, as an irreproachable 
evidence, ready to maintain, againft an hoft 
of gainfayers, the honour of his birth.’ Zoe 


found nothing to object to the validity of 


thefe proofs, efpecially as fhe obferved, that 
the ftranger knight had awakened Callifta’s 
fenfibility, in which cafe a prudent mother, 
unlefs fhe is difpofed wantonly to difturb 
‘the family peace, has no alternative but 
to approve her dear daughter’s choice, and 
totally to forego the maternal prerogative of 
controuling the concerns of the virgin’s 
heart. ¢ 
Mifs Callifta dubbed honeft Friedbert 
a Tetrarch in Swabia, with as good a 
right as his holinefs creates bifhops afd> . 
prelates in partibus, and under this {plendid 
) ) title 
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ampofiible. The perfevering patience of 
the faithful hermit gave her much fatif- 


faétion, and fhe rewarded it by a tender 
remembrance of the good old. father. 


_ And as it appeared from the bridegroom’s 
: narrative that he himfelf had ‘occafioned 
the ftealing of the veil, which ‘had ferved 


him to good purpofe, he obtained. fo 
much more readily full pardon from the 


Kind lady; and his fervices to her beloved 


Benno ‘made her value her Swabian fon- 
‘in-law to the day of her death. 

_ Friedbert lived with his ever-blooming 
fpoufe in the enjoyment of wedded hap- 
pinefs, fuch as now-a-days is only found. 
in the fondeft reveries of enthufiaftic love, 
which always pictures the thorny copfe of 
wedlock as a garden of rofes. | Callifta 
only lamented that fhe could not impart 
the glorious prerogative of the magic bath — 
to her hufband, for when fhe celebrated 


3 the five-and-twentieth anniverfary of her 


golden wedding-day, his brown locks had 
faded, and the points were acquiring a 
filvery hue, as the firft {prinkling of fnow 

2 bite on 





